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BEARDSLEY DRAW 
RECORD CROWD 


By Bert van Bedaf 


elbourne Knights? South 
Melbourne? They came to see 
former England international 


Peter Beardsley, entered in droves and 
many left the ground when he left the field, 
after an hour, before the Knights, whe fin- 
ished with the match with 10 players, were 
trounced 4-0. 

Tt’s been a long time Knights stadium was 
packed to near capacity. But the huge turn-up 
appeared to vindicate the bold decision by the 
Knights committee to bring Beardsley to 
Melbourne — and pursuading major sponsors 
to afford the $20,000 per match to watch the 
former Liverpool great in the red, white and 
blue for two matches. 

In money terms, it paid off. The 39-year- 
old midfielder proved a massive crowd- 
puller, almost doubling the Knights’ highest 
attendance of 6,211 against Carlton in round 
22 this season,-which means his two-match 
fee has already been easily recouped. 

With five minutes to go before kick-off, an 
announcement was made, “due to the conges- 
tion at the turnstiles, there will be a delay to 
the game”, which lasted 15 minutes, with a 
large throng still trying to get in. 

Did the record crowd also get value for 
money? Knights coach Vlado Vanis substitut- 
ed Beardsley on the hour. He had been on the 
ball for a total of 36 seconds, which in mone- 
tary terms equated to $550 per second. The 
crowd booed Vanis’s brave decision. 

Afier a long lay-off; it was obvious the for- 
mer England international found the going 
fairly tough against Australia’s champion 
team. South was already a goal up and the 
result virtually decided. 

Several brawls broke out behind the ter- 
Taces, with at least one spectator being king- 
hit and police and security trying to maintain 
order. 

The real farce started after the game, when 
reporters could not get on to Beardsley after a 
45-minute’ wait. Considering he was the first 
Knight to get changed, it would have been 
helpful if he’d also been the first player avail- 
able for the post-match media conference. 

Apparently Beardsley was upset, having 
been dragged. “He was fuming,” an English 


Peter Beardsley: In action for the Knights last Sunday at Somers Street. 
Even the great Englishman couldn’t prevent the 4-0 loss to champion 
South Melbourne. 


reporter, who stuck out the Jong wait, said 
later. “He was very unhappy being taken off. 
He thought he was capable of playing the 
whole game. We asked him, if he noticed the 
crowd booing. He said, Yes, I was booing 
too” 

Knights remained reasonably up-beat, 


despite the big loss. “As far as Australian soc- 
cer is concerned, it has lifted the profile,” 
Knights director Frank Music said afterwards, 
although the fout-goal trouncing broke the 
home team’s eight-match undefeated spell 
and took the gloss of the Beardsley guest 


NSL GOALSCORING 
RECORD BROKEN 


By John Economos 
amian Mori, Adelaide City’s 29 year old consistent striker, 
D=< the NSL’s all-time goal scoring record’in fine style 
last Friday night at the remodelled Hindmarsh Stadium when 
he nailed in a brilliant brace against visiting side Sydney United. 

But when ABSW last night contacted Mori in Adelaide to congratulate 
him on his marvellous record breaking feat, the ‘Black and Whites’ goal- 
ace was surprisingly unmoyed. 

“{ suppose it’s okay, but records really mean nothing till you retire. 

“What’s far more important right now is how the feam is going, and 
nothing else,” Mori visioned. 

ABSW then experienced some slight difficulty when we attempted to 
coax Mori into nominating the goal that yielded him the most pleasure. 

At first the powerfully built and strong-running marksman casually hit 
back with: “All of them I suppose:” 

However after a few seconds of deliberation, Damian finally came back 
and confessed: “I suppose the one I scored in the 1994 Grand Final at 
Melbourne’s Olympic Park when we (Adelaide City) beat the Melbourne 
Knights 1-0, 

“That goal brought the League Championship back to Adelaide City 
again so it has to be the most valuable.” 

And what has driven Mori to reach such scoring highs? 

“T suppose you just have to love scoring goals,” he quipped back, 

Ironically, Mori was not always.a striker. Far from it. 

When he was with George Cross in the NSL, Mori played half a season 
at right fullback and still was able to crash his way through from the 
defence to score goals. 

When he first signed for South Melbourne, Mori ‘sat’ behind the strike- 
line. 

Tt soon became most obvious that this stockily built guy was 2 born 
goalscorer and should be used exclusively as such. 

Since Zoran Matic the astute coach of the Aristocrats’ of the NSL, 
Adelaide City, signed him, Mori has always played in the attack. 

Amongst his scoring 
feats Mori has in his 
career knocked in five 
hat-tricks plus scored 22 
goals for Australia’s 
national team on the 
international arena, 

In 1996 Mori was 
voted the League’s 
“Player Of The Year’. 

The NSL’s all-time 
record of goals scored 
was previously held by 
former Apia, Marconi 
and then Brisbane 
Strikers’ marksman, the 
former international Rod 
Brown, who had rattled 
up no less than a massive 
137 goals. 

Prior to Friday night, 
Mori’s personal tally had 
steadily climbed to 136 
goals, three ahead of for- 
mer World Cup captain 


i i. ‘ 
eromerstirer sticha Damian Mori: The ‘Black and 


Whites’ new all-time record 
goalscorer, 
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‘ark Bosnich, Paul Okon, Harry 

Kewell, Craig Moore, Hayden 

‘oxe, Zeljko Kalac, Mark 

Schwarzer. What do all of these players 

have in common apart from being Socceroo 
representatives? 

‘They are all products of the New South 
Wales Soccer Federation’s Super Youth and 
Super Cadet League - that is, the elite compe- 
tition for boys aged 11-16 (inclusive) in New 
South Wales. 

Tn Season 2000, all NSW Super League 
and NSL Clubs (with the exception of 
Parramatta Power) will field teams in the 
Pepsi Super Youth and Pepsi Super Cadet 
competition. The big picture view is that these 
Clubs can and do provide a six-year football 
education for their players, and also establish- 
es a gateway to selection in representative 
teams and Super and National League hon- 
ours. For example, Australian Under-17 rep- 
resentative Brad Groves progressed to Leeds 
United's under-19 side via Parramatta Eagles 
4 youth and the NSWIS. 

The quest for glory kicks-off this weekend 
with ten matches across the State with some 
of the Clubs competing being the envy of tal- 
ent scouts worldwide, 

For example, Blacktown City is the West 
Ham United Soccer Academy and has a rich 
history of producing extraordinary talent. 
Several handpicked players from Blacktown’s 
roster will also train at Upton Park (West 
Ham's home ground in London) later this 
year. : 

Northern Spirit’s youth system employs the 
Ajax Amsterdam method of training and has 
utilised pyschographic profiles in establishing 


WATCH MY EAR REF! 


By John Economos 


SW REFEREE Con Diomis, cer- 

tainly made no friends with the 

Kingz’ substitute and rookie mid- 
fielder Jeffrey Campbell last Friday night 
at the North Harbour Stadium. 

Whilst officiating the Auckland Kingz vs 
Sydney Olympic match, Diomis suddenly 
spotted a foul had been committed . 

Most unfortunately, (for Campbell that 
is), he just happened to be standing less than 
a metre from Diomis. 

No, Campbell did not commit, or cop the 
foul. 

However Campbell , was certainly and 
naverieay peauly ipenatiset 
He was just an 
innocent 
bystander as 
Diomis, with 
most gutsy 
lungs, very 
| heavily blew 
| on his whistle 
to signal the 
foul. 

So hard and 
joud was the 
piercing shrill 


Con Diomis: Whistle 
blower. 


By Graham Cooke 


ary Van Der Plast, who was 
popping in ACT Premier 
League goals for Canberra City 
more than a decade ago, showed that 
‘age has not blunted his striking edge 
with a Federation Cup hat-trick against 
University of Canberra on Sunday. 
His goals, all coming in the second half, 
}, propelled the ACT State League team toa 
5-0 win over their Premier League oppo- 
nents in an afternoon of Federation Cup 
shocks. 
After Flores and Aleksic had given 
them a two-goal half-time cushion, the 


balf and but for University goalkeeper 
Martyn Smith, who was persuaded out of 
retirement for this Season, the margin 


NSWSF CADET YOUTH 
LEAGUE UNDER WAY 


suitable on-field positions for various players. 

Central Coast has started a tradition of pro- 
ducing high-class youth internationals, in par- 
ticular, Jess Van Stratten of the Joeys and 
Leeds United and England starlet Jamie 
McMaster. 

Sydney Olympic has a quality production 
line that stretches beyond the horizon and no 
wonder when the calibre of coaches such as 
ex-National League player Peter Katholos, 
puts the under-I1s through their paces. 

The likes of Zeljko Kalac, David Zarilic, 
and Ante Milicic, who formed the mighty 
Sydney United teams of the mid-1990s, were 
all products of the youth system at Edensor 
Park and now have all been snapped up by big 
European Clubs. 

Sutherland has former Socceroo John 
O'Shea overseeing development in arguably 
the richest area of junior talent in the country. 

Where did Steve and Mark Waugh learn to 
break the spirit of their opposition? Why, 
Bankstown City Cubs of course! 

‘The hierarchies at Clubs are also clueing to 
the fact how important the youth grades are by 
making their players feel part of the tradition. 
For example, both Canterbury Marrickville 
and Leichhardt Tigers had Black Tie 
Extravaganzas welcoming the youngsters to 
the Club in Season 2000. 

And finally, Pepsi continue to show their 
genuine support of the world game, by com- 
mifting to this great competition at this impor- 
tant junior level for the next five seasons. 

For further information, visit our web site 
at www.soccernsw.com.au or contact the 
NSW Soccer Federation on 9629 1800. 


that screached out from Diomis’ whistle, 
with Campbell standing less than half a 
metre away, the Kingz substitute instantly 
buckled in agony, clasping both hands over 
his right ear that had just copped the agonis- 
ing cacophony. 

Totally oblivious to Campbell’s now 
throbbing ear drum, Diomis merrily contin- 
ued on his way with the match, 


eanwhile in another match played 

some recent weeks back, a noted 
underdog and No-Frills NSL team, sudden- 
ly hit the front against their most illustrious 
and star-studded opponents. 

And making it even more heroic, it was 
an ‘away match’ for the underdogs. 

The highly strung coach of the No-frills 
side instantly sprang from his bench and 
raced to the sidelines, screaming...”"Get 
back in the trenches and level your muskets 
at them.” 

He weat on to add, still screaming, 
w.. And if you can hold them out till full- 
time we'll all be in the Lord Mayor’s Office 
on Monday.” 

He might not have got to the Mayor's 
Office that Monday, but come the end of the 
season, he’s odds-on to take out ‘Coach Of 
The Year’. 


premiers, 

bled out of the competition after losing to 
another State League team, ANU, 2-0. 
Monaro finished the game with eight men, 
Danny Macor, John Nelson and Lazar 
Simeonov all being shown the red card. 

Gungahlin Juventus, who beat Monaro 
in the first round of group matches, booked 
their passage into the semi-final with a 4-3 
win over Belconnen United, coming back | 
from 3-0 down. | 

Newly promoted Tuggeranong United 
will join them after getting their second 
win, this ime 40 over Weston Creek 
Royals, Canberra Olympic and Capital | 
City Suns drew 3-3, and Canberra Deakin 
and Bums Civb elso shared the points at | 
1. 


OLYMPIC SQUAD 


Ing Australian Under-23 camp in Europe. Sanfrecce Hiroshima 


Cx Raul Blanco has announced a 20-man squad for the upcom- 


defender Hayden Foxe has been omitted from the squad after suf- ; 
fering a stress fracture of his right foot in the recent tour by Australia’s 


senior team to Chile. 


The 20 man Australian Under-23 Squad is: 


Name 

DIDULICA Joe 
MILOSEVIC Danny 
BASER Tansel 
BLATSIS Con 
COYNE Chirs 
FARAH Buddy 
LAYBUTT Stephen 
NEILL Lucas 
BRESCIANO Marco 
BURNS Jacob 
CULINA Jason 
DAMIANOS Bill 
GRELLA Vince 
RIZZO Nick 
WEHRMAN Kasey 
ALLSOPP Daniel 
CURCIJA Michael 
ZANE Clayton 


Position 
Goalkeeper 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Striker 
Striker 


Club 

Ajax (Holland) 

Leeds United (England) 
Vanspor (Turkey) 

South Melbourne (Australia) 
West Ham (England) 
Marconi Stallions (Australia) 
Parramatta Power (Australia) 
Millwall (England) 

Empoli (Italy) 

Parramatta Power (Australia) 


Ajax (Hotland) 

South Melbourne (Australia) 
Temana (Italy) 

Crystal Palace (England) 
Perth Glory (Australia) 
Manchester City (England) 
South Melbourne (Australia) 
Molde (Norway) 


The Under-23s will assemble in Europe In mid-March, 
for the following games: 


Vs Slovakia 
Vs Holland 


Coach: Raul Blanco. 


March 22, 2000 
March 28, 2000 


(Bratislava) 
(Weert) 


From the Minister for Sport & Recreation 


VIC KIDS GET CRe Te CHANCE 


he State Government of 
Tiers has successfully 

negotiated with the Sydney 
Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games (SOCOG) for the 
MCG to have the greatest allocation 
of Olympic Opportunity tickets of 
any Olympic venue. 

In Victoria more than 100,000 
Olympic Opportunity tickets are now 
available for the Olympic football 
(soccer) matches at the MCG with 
prices ranging from only $10 - $19. 

These tickets are being offered to all 
Victorian schools for children and their 
accompanying parents/guardians or 
school staff only. (The same cheap 
price applies for both children and 
accompanying adults). 

“This is a great opportunity for 
Victorian school students, many of 
whom cannot make it to Sydney, to 
experience’ the world’s 
largest event in their 
own State,” said 
the Minister for 
Sport and 
Recreation, Mr Justin 
Madden. 

“The specially 
priced $10 - $19 
tickets genuinely 
put the Olympic’s 
within reach of 
many school chil- 


Minister for 

Education, Ms Mary 
Delahunty, has endorsed the Olympic 
Opportunity Program, urging all stu- 
dents, parents and school staff to take 
advantage of this unique opportunity. 

For most children it will be the only 
time they will ever see Olympians in 
action. Apart from the excitement of 
the event, they'll gain inspiration, 
encouragement and a sense of national 


} identity. 


AS 


aw 


Sydney Zove 


Justin Madden 


The Olympic Opportunity Program 
is a joint initiative between Sport and 
Recreation Victoria, Education 
Victoria and SOCOG. 

Victorian schools will have the 

opportunity to lodge orders on 
behalf of their students until 

Friday 14 April 2000. 
Chief Executive Officer of 
SOCOG Mr Sandy 
Holloway said,’we'll allo- 
cate tickets by randomly rank- 
ing the schools’ orders and ful- 
filling them order by} 
order”. 
Schools do not 
have to send | 
payment until 
they receive confirma- 
tion of their tickets from 
SOCOG in May. 

The rest of the Victorian public 
can still order tickets, with prices rang- 
ing from $19 - $85, for all sessions 
until Friday 31 March by calling Ph: 
(03) 9666 3130, visiting 
www.olympics.com or by e-mail to 
HYPERLINK — mailto:olympicfoot- 
ball@dsd.vic.gov.au —_ alympicfoot- 
ball@dsd.vic.gov.au. 


To a generation of soccerholics, Peter Beardsley 
is a legend. But not so with the younger generation. 
And do we really need guest players anyway? 
Melbourne editor Bert van Bedaf investigated. 


hock horror, how short are young memo- 
ries? Or is transience running at a hero a 
minute? 

Several weeks ago, when Peter Beardsley was first 
mentioned as a guest player at the Melbourne 
Knights, one of the young Knights fans, a teenager 
wearing a Dutch orange shirt because he likes the 
colour and growing up on a rich diet of international 
soccer on free-to-air and pay-tv, asked, “Who is Peter 
Beardsley?” 

A shocked bunch of adult soccerholics turned 
incredulously, wondering how fleeting 15 years of 
soccer history really was. He was one of the games’ 
greats, they explained, Played for Carlisle, Wallsend, 
Vancouver White Caps, Manchester United, 
Newcastle United, Everton, Liverpool, and finally at 
Hartlepool until last year. He’s assistant coach to 
Kevin Keegan and England youth coach. 

Did he know any Liverpool players? “Owen, 
Fowler.” But Beardsley? “Never heard of him”. 

There was a moment’s silence. Then the debate 
began. Why bring Beardsley out here, if today’s kids 
don’t know him? Are guest players worth the costs? 
There are no easy answers. 

Knights president Tony Karlusic and his commit- 
tee members have worked hard to lure Beardsley to 
the club. There were a number of pressing reasons. 

“We want to bring a new audience to the club. 
People who live around here and like soccer but have 
never visited the Knights stadium. We are the main 


sporting club in the area and we want to let it be 
known that we're a soccer club for everybody,” 
Karlusic said. 

Then there’s the media attention and hopefully a 
record crowd at Sunshine. The Knights are definitely 
on the way back. The new generation committee has 
introduced sweeping changes. The “Bat Cave” under 
the grandstand has become a great meeting place for 
after-match discussion, dancing and a drink (or two). 

The atmosphere at the club is no longer one of 
alienation. It’s traditional Croatian-backing has been 


England legend Peter Beardsley fends off 
South's Con Blatsis last Sunday. The 
Knights lost 4-0. 


Beardsley stint to he more than a memory 


courted to return (and the “Croatia” chant has 
become louder since the Knights have been win- 
ning), the Knights have also embraced a growing 
mainstream following, including an enthusiastic 
bunch of Scottish supporters (helped by Mark 
Viduka’s transfer to Celtic), and generally have 
adopted a more open door policy. 

Beardsley was and is a coup. He comes on the 
heels of another Liverpool legend - Jan Rush (Sydney 
Olympic) and Italy’s Nicola Berti {at Northern 
Spirit). 

As SBS soccer commentator Kyle Patterson said 
at Beardsley’s media conference last week, “This guy 
is genuinely a world class player, having played in 
two World Cups. There are also two English champi- 
onships and an FA Cup with Liverpool. 

“He’s played over 700 games of professional foot- 
ball and 59 matches for England, including two 
World Cups. In 1987, he was the most expensive 
English player in history when he transferred from 
Newcastle to Liverpool for $4 million, which in those 
days was a lot of money for a footballer. 

“He also played for Liverpool and Everton and 
scored winning goals for both teams in the local 
derby, six months apart,” the ‘On The Ball’ frontman 
said, while an unassuming Beardsley modestly 
looked on. : 

“We're excited to be involved with the Melbourne 
Knights in bringing Peter out here. It’s our intention 
to expose soccer to Melbourne in particular and have 
a win-win for everyone involved,” Sean Denham, a 
spokesman for promoter, Team Spirit, said. 

Beardsley, 39, played in that infamous Maradona 
match at the 1986 World Cup in Mexico, when 
Maradona scored two goals, one with “the hand of 


God”, and the other after running past the entire 
England defence. 

Oddly, Beardsley is extremely forgiving for the 
goal that ended England’s World Cup chances. “It is 
something a lot of people would have done in his 
position. He got away with it,” Beardsley said. 

In 1990, in Italy, England was beaten by Germany 
on penalties and another world dream was shattered. 

His days at Liverpool were covered in glory. 
“Liverpool! was a special club. All that mattered was 
what happened on the field.” 

But Beardsley if not one to look back too much, 
except his humble beginning in life as a factory hand, 
cleaning machines. “I lived that life, but I was deter- 
mined never to go back to that anymore,” he said. 

His mission, in two guest appearances with the 
Knights, is much to his liking. “Hopefully 1 can add 
a bit of experience. It is nice to be in this position to 
have come here and been thought of to be able to help 
for a few weeks,” Beardsley, who loves playing, said. 

“T'll be as fit as anybody, but obviously 1 won’t be 
Tunning around stupidly. Hopefully, my head will get 
me through the games. 

“But I’m looking forward to the games. It’s excit- 
ing. ’'m coming to a country where I haven’t been 
before and ¥’m helping to promote the game. 

“Everybody around the world loves soccer and it 
will grow in Australia as well,” one of England’s 
great football legends said. 


Beardsley plays the second of his two matches 
against Perth Glory in a fortnight. Will hold 
junior clinics at Old Scotch Waverley (7/3), 
Fawkner (9/3) and a coaching clinic (16/3). Sports 
nights at Fawkner (9/3) and VSF (16/3). 


BREAKERS LOOK TO 
CLEAR THE SMOKE 


By Greg Danvers 


here is a cloud of 
smoke hovering 
over Birmingham 


Gardens with the 
Newcastle Breakers on 
fire on the park and a few 
red embers glowing in 
head office. 


Queens Park 
Soceer Club 


Coaches Needed 


To coach U6 — U14 age groups. 
Also Senior Womens & 
Senior Mens Teams 


For Saturday or Sunday Competitions. 


Experience & qualifications preferred, 
but not essential. 


Home Ground: Queens park 
(beside Centennial Park, in Sydneys 
Eastern Suburbs). 


CONTACT: 
TOM PARKER 


013905 866 


Owner David Hall called 
a press conference last 
week in an attempt to dis- 
pel rumor and innuendo 
about financial trouble at 
the club. 

Well as the saying goes 
where there’s smoke there's 
fire. 

Several members of the 
former syndicate that 


owned the Breakers, the 
ones that worked bloody 
hard and committed a lot of 
cash, blood sweat and tears 
to see that the club sur- 
vived, are a bit restless 
about their payments not 
forthcoming. 

Hall told one-and-all at 
the conference that the tim- 
ing of contractual arrange- 
ments for the payments 
were varied by both parties 
after consultation. 

He even laid the blame 
squarely on the shoulders 
of the federal government, 
who have recently changed 
the rules pertaining tomort- 
gages for major borrowings 
such as he is trying to 
secure, which has delayed 
the payments to the former 
syndicate for the purchase 
of the Newcastle Breakers 
Football Club Limited 
which includes Breakers 
Stadium and the premises _ 
of Austral Sports 
Limited. 

onginally the sharehold- 


wal 
ers thou a ill now 
Pade wait until around 
the start of the next NSL 
season, but that depends on 
Hall’s funds becoming 
availatle. 


The former shareholders 
are subject to sale of shares 
agreement,” Newcastle 
Breakers sole owner David 
Hall said. 

That's an ongoing docu- 
ment and the date to com- 
plete that in the terms of the 
final payment is still quite a 
long way off. 


David Hall —_ 


Ree that is 
pending — it’s not 
something that will impact 
on what's happening with 
the Club —- it’s not going 
to have any impact whatso- 
ever in relation to the ongo- 
ing support for the team, 

L have spoken with Bill 
Collins, the —_ former 
Breakers Chairman. and 


that the 


spokesman for the share- 
holders — there is no such 
thing as a major dispute 
between the shareholders 
of the old syndicate in rela- 
tion to sale of shares agree- 
ment? 

The shareholders met 
last week with Bill Collins 
and the feeling of the 
majority of shareholders is 
to return the focus back 
onto the 

football and that patience 
along with commonsense 
will prevail as the sale of 
the shares progress. 

“We are hopeful satisfac- 
tory arrangements can be 
made,” Bill Collins said. 

“At this stage we're not 
jumping over the cliff — 
we will go through the cor- 


rect channels to ensure that. — 


things are o F 
“ i concer Is 


Newcastle 
Breakers soccer team con- 
tinue on their merry way 
towards the finals. 

“One of our main rea- 
sons to sell the Breakers 
was to ensure it’s longevity 
and we hoped that we were 
going to get someone that 
was going to inject some 
capital into the club. 

“T'm a great believer that 


commonsense prevails in 
most cases and { believe 


HILLS UNITED SOCCER CLUB INC. 


Contact Fred Mesiti on 0418 280 922 


Under 15 and Under 16 Youth League 


Bob Bowen — Under 15 — 0412 583 722 
Brian Tait — Under 16 — 0415 953 173 


DO NOT SIT THE SEASON 


“At this point in time I 
am confident that this mat- 


that commonsense will pre- ter will be resolved to the 
vail in this case for both benefit of both parties.” 
parties. 


Ist Grade and Reserve Grade 


Contact: 
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MARCO BRESCIANO 


Date Of Birth: February 11, 1980. 
Birthplace: Melboume 
Previous Clubs: Bulleen Inter Kings, 

A.LS,, Carlton. 
Current Club: Empoli (italy). 
Current Position: Attacking midfielder. 
Nickname: ‘Brese’ 
Occupation: Fulltime player. 


Best Aspect Of Your Game: Attacking in the 
last third, shooting and setting up goals. 


Most Difficult Opponent: Vince Grella. 
Most Impressive Local Player: Simon 
Colosimo. 


Favourite Overseas Player: Zidane (France). 


Favourite Overseas Club: 


Juventus. 


What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: 
Being able to bring the whole squad together. 


Under 17s, Under 20s, 


Olympic squad, Senior squad, 
Ambitions For 2000:Olympics and to step up 


to the senior team. 


Most Memorable Moment: Scoring a goal for 
Empoli against Cesana in the Serie B. 


Most Regrettable Moment: 


All injuries. 


Hobbies Outside Soccer:Catching up with all 


my 


friends for a coffee. 


Best Goal You‘ve Seen Scored: Maradona’s 
“2... World Cup '86. vs England, 


Favourite Food: 
Favourite Drink: 
Car You Drive: 


Italian. 
Powerade. 
Renault. 


Favourite T.Y.Sbew:  “Tutta A and Tutta B’ 


in Italy. 


T.V. Show You Refuse To Watch:Nex>hours, 


Favourite Movie: 
Favourite Actor-Actress: 


Preferred Music: 
Least Preferred Music: 
Favourite Comedian: 


Pet Hates: : 
Person You Would Like To Meet: 


4 


Bronks Tait: 
Al Pacino and 


Sharon Stone, 


Most. 
Alternative. 
Robert Ardesi 


{my mate). 


Traffic. 
Michael 


By John Economos 


Jordan, 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


AMIAN MORI, 

Adelaide City’s lethal 
ace marksman, last Friday 
night smashed the all time 
NSL goalscoring record in 
fine style. 

The 29-year-old inter- 
national striker has now 
amassed 138 goals. 

The brace he knocked in 
during Adelaide City’s 4-0 
win over Sydney United, 
enabled Mori to leapfrog 
Rod Brown’s previous 
record of 136. 


Damian Mori: Another 
goal record. 


The ‘Black and Whites’ 
bounced back to red-hot 
form against Sydney United 
last Friday night at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium by 
crushing United, 

Mori has also scored 22 
goals for Australia to date, 
as well as still holding the 
world record for the fastest 
goal scored ‘Under the old 
Law’, (3.69 seconds), 
regarding kicking off. 

Under the old Law 
regarding kicking off, the 
pall had to be-laid off, But 
under the recent new Law, 
the ball does not have to be 
laid off at the centre-circle. 
Under new Law, the fastest 
goal scored was recently 
broken in a match in 


Uruguay. 
The NSL all time goal 
charts to date: 
Damian Mori 138. 
Rod Brown 137. 


John Kosmina 133. 
Marshall Soper 119, 
Francis Awaritefe 114. 
Tvan Kelic 113. 
Gary Cole 109. 
John Markoyski 106. 
Warren Spink 104. 
Frank Farina 102. 
9000 
ARCONT’s Head coach 
Eddie Krncevic has not 
given up hope of securing 
England and Middlesborough 
midfielder Paul Gascoigne. 
The stocky barrel-chested 
playmaker last week was in 
he U.S.A. for a short break, 


Tecoverig uw... « broken arm. 
Whilst in the Sta. 


Gascoigne was offered most 
lucrative terms to play-in the 
N.A.S.L. at the end of the 
current English season, 
Kmcevic three weeks back 
opened up discussions to 
bring Gascoigne to Sydney 
with his manager and still has 
not abondoned the exercise. 
“We are serious about our 
offer and I still have hopes 
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that Paul will accept,” 
Kmeevic stated to ‘Good Oil’. 


Paul Gascoigne: Will he 
be wearing a Marconi 
shirt? 
ec0e 

MATTA POWER 
tonight (Tuesday) will 
have a friendly hit out 
against the Malaysian 
National team at the Melita 
Stadium, not the Parramatta 
Stadium as originally 
planned. 


custodian remained behind in 
Italy for an extra week to trial 
with Serie A side A.S. Roma. 

Marconi’s Soccer manager 
Frank Labbozzetta extended 
to Tumbull permission to train 
with Roma and he stayed back 
in Italy with the player. 

Mr Labbozzetta stated to 
‘Good Oil’ from Italy: “The 
Viareggio Tournament like 
always was loaded with player 
scouts and agents. 

“Some were very 
impressed with Michael’s 
performances in the three 
matches here for Marconi.” 

Marcohi lost their first 
match 1-0 through a dubious 


David Mitchell: The Power’s coach. 


Power’s coach David 
Mitchell will be using this 
match to give some of his 
Youth team players a run 


who have been performing . 


extremely well in the Youth 


The match kicks-off at 
6.00pm and entry will be 
free of charge. 

0000 
ARCONT’s Youth squad 
that participated for the 

fifth straight year in Europe’s 
most prestigious 52nd 
Viareggio Tournament, 
returned to Sydney late last 
week having lost all three of 
their matches in Phase One. 

All have returned except 
NSL goalkeeper Michael 
Tumbull. 

The brilliant 18-year-old 


Frank Labbozzetta: 
Marconi’s Soccer 
manager in Italy. 


penalty decision against 
Italian side SS Napoli played 
in Florence and lost their 
second game against Brazilian 
side Campinas F.C., (the Club 
owned by former Brazilian 
international ace Careca) by 
the same scoreline. 

In the last match of Phase 
One, Marconi lost 2-1 to A.C. 
Perugia. Scorer for Marconi 
was Sydney United’s tough- 
as-teak defender Eddy Bosnar 
who travelled with Marconi as 
a guest player. 

e 


WCASTLE 
BREAKERS is proud to 
announce that Ms Linda. 
Gallagher has been 
appointed as the Breakers’ 
new Media Liason officer. 
Linda may be contacted 
on 02-4951 2722 or Mobile 
0402-148 627. 
e000 
AUGHAN COVENY, 
South Melbourne’s New 
Zealand international striker, 
celebrated his 200 th match in 
the NSL when he won the 


“au ©€ The Match’ award 
against Marcont. 


Meanwhile the Club 
advises “nat __ special 
‘Supporters’ Bus’ has been 
arranged to take Souths’ 
supporters up to Sydney for 
the match against the 
Parramatta Power on Friday 


Vaughan Coveny: Double ‘centurion’ in NSL. 
night March 31st at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

Cost is $80 per adult and 
includes game ticket. 


The bus will depart 
Thursday at 10 pm and returns 
to Melbourne on Saturday 10 
am. 

Bookings may be made by 
calling Paul or Andrew on 03- 
9645 9797. 

e0ee 
HE PERTH GLORY 
will be staging its Club 
Auction Wednesday April 
19th at The Hyatt Regency. 

Tickets cost $65.00 each 
and will include a four 
course dinner plus drinks. 

The Auction will embrace 
sports memorabilia from 
around the world, clothing, 
automotive goods, 
accommodation plus a range 
of food and beverage items. 

‘Grab a bargain and 
spend a fun night with all 
the Glory players at the 
Hyatt Regency’ state Glory 
officials. 

Kick-off is set down for 


6pm. 


outstanding entertainment, 
a delicious four course 
dinner plus drinks with a 
few surprises. 

Bookings for the two 
above events may be made 
by calling the Glory Office 
on (08) 9383 9911. 

e096 
HE NSL expected its 
millionth spectator last 
weekend to attend Round 24. 

With two midweek matches 
last week and Round 23 
having a progressive 
cumulative total of 952,143, 
the ‘Million Mark’ was 
expected to be a breeze. 

Meanwhile the Round 26 
match between the Melbourne 
Knights and Perth Glory will 


* now be played on Saturday 


March 18th at Knights 
stadium. Kick off has been set 
down for 7.30pm. 
Ld 
NEW SOUTHERN 
SHARKS launch staged 
last Friday at the Cronulla 
—Sutherland Leagues Club, 
heralded the possible entry 
of a new Soccer team into 


Bernd Stange: The Glory’s high-profiled and 


amicable coach. 
Last year this same the National League for next 
function was completely sold season. 
out early. ‘However with Soccer 
The Club also advised us Australia wishing to reduce, 


that it will be staging its 
annual ‘MGP Ball’ on 
Friday June 16th also at the 
Hyatt Regency in Perth. 

The ‘MGP Ball’ is the 
Glory’s Night of Nights 
~here the ‘Most Glorious 
Player” uwaed.is presented 
to the season’s mont 
consistent player. The 
evening features as well 


not expand, its National 
League, the possibilty of this 
fledgling club side gaining 
entry to the League must be 
considered at this stage, 
almost remote. 

The new Club has an 
exclusive agreement for five 
years with the Leagues Club 
for Use-as a home ground of 
Shark Park. roan 


The quite enthusiastic 
consortium has the full 
backing of the Sutherland 
Shire association plus a 
possible link up pending 
with neighbouring St 
George Association. 


THE NEW 
SOUTHERN 


eoce 

TEPHEN LAYBUTT, the 

Parramatta © Power’s 
Olympic international 
defender, could be excused 
for being called that...just a 
defender. 

But of late this 22-year-old 
strapping warrior has got 
himself amongst the goals. 

Recently Laybutt was 
upgraded into Frank Farina’s 
senior national team that 
travelled to Budapest to play 
the national team of Hungary. 

And what a game he had, 

Tt was none other than 


The Good Oil 


screen clips every Saturday 
afternoon at 3.30 pm of 
every goal scored in the 
Champions’ League plus 
interviews and stories from 
behind the scenes of this 


Paul Williams: SBS’s ace commentator. 


POS: Laybutt: A quality defender and goalscorer 


to boot. 
Stephen that scored OBBIE HOOKER, 
Australia’s first of three goals Canberra Cosmos’ 
against the Hungarians. skipper will tonight 


Coming back into the NSL, 
last Saturday night at the 
Falcons’ Stadium Laybutt did 
it again. 

In the 22nd minute he 
scored in the Power’s 1-1 
away draw against the 
Gippsland Falcons. 

What you’d call a very 
handy guy to have as a 
defender. 

e000 

BS-TV, the Super Soccer 

Channel, will screen 
every Thursday night at 
10.00 pm fuli match replays 
of Europe’s prestigious 
competition, UEFA’s 
Champions’ League. 

The SBS commentary 
team will be Paul Williams, 
Martin Tyler and John 
Helm. 

Upcoming matches are: 

This Thursday-March 
9th-Bayern Munich vs Real 
Madrid. 

Thursday March 16th- 
Manchester United ys 
Fiorentina. 

Thursday-March 23rd- 
Chelsea vs Lazio. 

As a bonus, SBS will 


(Tuesday) play his 350 th 
NSL game against Carlton 
at the Bruce Stadium. 

After tonight ‘Happy’ will 
be only the ninth player to 
have racked up 350 games in 
the NSL. 


as 
Robbie (‘Happy’) 
Hooker: Canberra's 
ice-cool skipper. 
Before linking up with the 
Cosmos this season, ‘Happy’ 
kicked off his career in 1986 
with Eddie Thomson’s 
Sydney City before a year 
later shifting . acres? 
ys 
Sydney 990 under coach 
Mickey Hickman, Hooker 


brilliantly captained 
Olympic to their first, and 
only, NSL Championship. 
Two years later Hooker 
was sold to Raul Blanco’s 
Adelaide Sharks before 
joining Sydney United in 
1997 for a season then 
Marconi for part of last 
year. 
oeee 
REE NSL games have 
had their schedule 
amended. 
Round 27 match Newcastle 
Breakers vs Canberra Cosmos 


Eddy Bosnar: Sydney 
United’s captain and 
defender. 


at the Breakers Stadium will 
now be played on Saturday 
March 25th at 7.30 pm. 

Still on Round 27, the 
game between Sydney United 
and the Parramatta Power at 
the Sydney United Sports 
Centre will be played on 
Sunday 26th March at 4.00 
pm. 

In Round 32 the match 
between Sydney United and 
the Newcastle Breakers at the 
Sydney United Sports Centre, 
will now be played on 


Tuesday April 25th stares“ 


4.00 pm. 
eeee 
ara POWER 


Pp ee isit numerous local 
schools this week to 
encourage all students to 
collect money for the Red 
Cross Door Knock Appeal. 


The Good Oil 


The Power players will 
donate a Soccer ball, tickets 
to Power home games plus 
an invitation to a Power 
team BBQ to the student 
who raises the most money 
for the Red Cross at each 
school. 

Today the Power’s 
towering goalkeeper 
Andrew Crews will be at the 
Macarthur Girls High 
School in the morning. 


angry last week as rumours 
circulated that the Club was 
out to unload their NSL 
midfield goalscoring captain 
Brad Maloney. 

Maloney, last season's 
NSL's 'Player Of The Year’, 
has struck a lean patch of fate 
that has ignited the unfounded 
rumours. 

"Brad is a crucial player to 
Marconi and we're totally 
“surprised by the rumours that 


Andrew Crews: The Power's towering goalkeeper. 


6000 
ICHAEL CURCIJA, 
outh Melbourne's 
electrifying striker, this week 
hit the lead of the NSL's top 
goalscorers, 


Michael! Curcija:Souths' 
and the League's top 
goalscorer. 


Michael's brilliant brace on 
Sunday at Knights Stadium 
helped Souths rout the 
Melbourne Knights by 4-0 to 
lift his personal tally to 16 
goals in the NSL. 

His latest two goals have 
now catapulted Curcija over 
the top of previous leader, 
Pablo Cardozo (14 goals). 

The brilliant Cardozo last 
Friday night was kept 
scoreless in Auckland when 
the Kingz pulled off an upset 
2-0 win over Cardozo's 
Sydney Olympic. 
e000 

MOREIRA 

(Tuesday) plays 


his 50th Noh raion 


LEX 


Canberra Cosmos at the 


Bruce Stadium. 

To date Alex has scored 
11 goals this season for his 
team. 

eeee 
RANK BARONI, 
Marconi's classy 
Chairman of Soccer was very 


we are looking to sell or swap 
him," Mr Baroni burst out. 
"He's our Club captain, a 
current international and an 
absolutely vital cog in our 
campaign to win a record 5th 
National League’ crown this 
season. 


Mr Frank Baroni: 


Marconi's Chairman of 
Soccer. 


"Brad Maloney is 
contracted to Marconi until 
the end’of the 2002 season and 
he will remain with us until 
then," ended Mr Baroni. 

8000 
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JACOB BURNS 


April 21, 1978. 


Birthplace: Sydney. 
Previous Clubs: Sydney Olympic, 
Sydney United. 

Current Club: Parramatta Power. 
Current Position: Attacking midfielder or 
striker. 

‘Nickname: ‘Burnsey’. 
Occupation: Fulltime player. 
Best Aspect Of Your Game: Aggression and 
: distribution. 

Most Difficult Opponent: —_ David Clarkson. 


Most Impressive Local Player:Pablo Cardozo 
; and Milan Blagojevic 
Favourite Overseas Player: — David Ginola. 
Favourite Overseas Club: Barcelona. 
What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: 
Must be good motivator with a good 
relationship with all his players, plus have 
excellent experience both on and off the field. 
Honours: NSW Under 13s, 14s, 15s, Olympic 
Lat and Senior squad 
Ambitions For 2000: To do well at Olympics 
is the number 1 priority plus establish a new 
Career overseas in the near future, 
Most Memorable Momeat: Playing for the 
Senior Squad against Manchester United at the 
~ Sydney Olympic Stadium and the M.C.G, 
Most Regrettable Moment: Every time I’ve 
been sent off. 
Hobbies Outside SoccerzA golfer plus tennis. 
Best Goal-You've Seen Scored: Ryan Giggs’ 
in the semifinals of the UEFA Cup. 
2 ‘Favourite Food: Pasta. 
| Favourite Drink: Pineapple Juice, 
Car You Drive: é “ Peugot 406. 
Favourite T.V-SHow: Friends. 
TY, Ww You Refuse To Watch: Home and 


Alex Moreira: Carlton's 
dynamic striker. 


a Away and Neighbours, 
Favourite Movie: Girl Interrupted. 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Eddie Murphy and 


Angelina Jollie, 
Preferred Music: Anything, 
Least Preferred Music: Heavy, Metal. 
Favourite Comedian: Eddie Murphy. 
Pet Hates: Smokers and cheats. 
Person You Would Like To Meet: Bill Gates 
(Microsoft) —{To learn how he made so much 
money), 


By John Economos 
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orthern NSW First 
Division club 
Broadmeadow Magic 


will play their first game of the 
new millennium on a brand 
spanking new pitch this Sunday. 

The day maybe a dual celebra- 
tion for the Magic when they play 
Hamilton Olympic in the first 
round of the NBN Soccer League. 

After sharing Adamstown Oval 
with the Rosebuds since they were 
promoted to first division in 1995 
a lot of hard work has gone into 
constracting a first class pitch on 
District Park. 

And because of the Work-for- 
the-Dole program the project has 
been short listed for a Prime 
Minister's award to be announced 
on Thursday. 

Negotiations with Newcastle 
City Council took a while to find 
the club a suitable slice of park- 
land to develop as their home base 
and after much deliberation and 
community consultation an area 
adjacent to Newcastle District 
Tennis Courts, which is part of 
District Park, was allocated to the 
club. 

Approval was given by council, 
not before a cricket team had to be 
relocated, on May 25, 1998 with 
work commencing in August that 
year, 

“If there is any one particular 
group or person I want to thank it 
would have to be the Cricket 
Associations,” Broadmeadow 
Magic President Larry Urdaroy 
said. 

“We negotiated with the 
Newcastle and District Cricket 
Association and City and 
Suburban and they liked our plan 
that much they were prepared to 
give up one wicket.” 

Broadmeadow Magic has 
grown from Broadmeadow 
Macedonia, in 1966, to a strong 
and affluent Broadmeadow and 
extended community based soccer 
club. While the club has strong 
and passionate Macedonian links 
the club draws support and play- 
ers from the wider community. 

With a concept plan drawn and 
a vision to have a ground that 
would be of top class standard the 
existing area was dug up, drainage 
installed that drains straight into 
the stormwater channels that 
bound the west and northwestem 
sides of the park while banks were 
excavated around the perimeter. 

The same stormwater channel 
supplies the irrigation system, 
connected through the top rail of 
the ground fence. Must be a few 
old farmers in the club to think 
that one up. An old pump and 
some PVC pipe into the drain and 


FIELD OF DREAMS 


A Magic beginning for Broadmeadow 


presto instant watering for the 
ground. Don’t you just admire 
ingenuity? 

One particular club supporter 
affectionately known as ‘Bobcat 
Mick’ has spent hundreds of hours 
with his machinery working on 
the complex. Mick Kekovski has 
his own business, Lambton 
Bobcat Services, but spent every 
available hour at the ground. 

“Mick has been a great support- 
er of this club since day one,” 
First Grade coach Richard Hartley 
said. 

“He played with the club back 
in 1966 and he is the sort of bloke 
this club is built around.” 

President Larry Urdarov and 
Secretary Stephen Pichaloff, along 
with Hartley have been part of the 
driving force behind the project as 
has the Macedonian community. 

The Macedonian Pensioners 
Association ran a door knock 
appeal to raise a lot of the finance 
to fund the project and at this 
point the club has not had to bor- 
row money to fund the project. 

To start the season the Magic 
will use de-mountable buildings 
for change rooms, showers, toilets 
and canteens but a least they will 
have a place they can call home. 

Broadmeadow Magic registered 
for the work-for-the-dole program 
in 1999 and had around 45 partici- 


pants working on the project from 
March to December. 
The program -is a 


Commonwealth Government ini- 
tiative managed by the Depart- 
ment of Employment, Workplace 
Relations and Small Business and 
has been nominated and short list- 
ed for ‘1999 Work for the Dole 
Project of the Year Award’ with 
the winner to be announced by the 
Prime Minister John Howard on 
Thursday. 

“This project is a benchmark 
for not only Soccer but any sport- 
ing organisation of what they can 
achieve,” Director of Community 
Programs Tony Cameron from 
Wallsend Employment and 
Training Services (WETS) said. 

WETS is the project manager 
working between the government 
and the club. 

So successful was the program 
that Broadmeadow Magic have 
applied for work-for-the-dole 
assistance to build the amenities 
block and club rooms that will 
commence mid-season. 

And with 28 floodlights hidden 
in a shed somewhere in 
Newcastle, that cost them a bottle 
of ouzo, the ground will be lit in 
the near future. 

With a first class pitch being 
developed, amenities and two 
junior grounds outside the main 


ground the area becomes a much 
needed soccer complex in the cen- 
tre of the Newcastle area, But it 
will not be just a soccer complex. 
In between the two junior grounds 
a concrete cricket pitch remains 
and the Newcastle City Council as 
part of their contribution to the 
area will landscape and construct 
a running and community fitness 
track. 

Immediate neighbours of 
Broadmeadow Magic include the 
Newcastle PCYC, the 
Broadmeadow Basketball 
Stadium, Newcastle & District 
Tennis Association, Hunter 
Region Westpac Lifesaver Rescue 
Helicopter Service and the District 
Park Hockey and Cricket fields. 

The Tennis Association has 
allocated an area behind their 
courts and adjacent to the ground 
space for the development of a 
skills training area. The District 
Park Tennis (Licensed) Club is a 
sponsor and the social meeting 
place of players and supporters. 

Broadmeadow Basketball stadi- 
um has agreed to limited use of 
their carpark. The PCYC have 
offered the gymnasium and an 
indoor area for bad weather train- 
ing. 

Add on to that the support, after 
community consultation, of the 
residents in the project. 


But the one that tops the sup- 
port of the neighbours has been 
the Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Service. 

Negotiations took place over 
fence height, flight paths have 
been modified ever so slightly but 
mutual support for each others 
interests has been the key. 

“On the whole it’s been good 
for us and good for them,” Hunter 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Service crew chief Graham 
Nickisson said of their new neigh- 
bours. 

“We are working hand in hand. 

“The big thing is that we don’t 
own the helicopter service the 
community owns it and organisa- 
tions like the Magic that’s their 
helicopter as much as it is anyone 
else’s.” 

With the Magic workforce 
there at weekends doing 12 hour 
shifts and then mid-week with the 
work-for-the-dole and ‘Bobcat 
Mick’ around at all different times 
the security of both organisations 
is enhanced. 

The Rescue Helicopter base is 
manned all day, every day and 
that adds to the security of the yet 
to be named Magic soccer field. 

Broadmeadow Magic are plan- 


“For them to assist us in that 
way is just fantastic,” added 
Nickisson. 

“One thing that did amaze us 
all was how they weeded that 
ground by hand and they have 
nurtured and cultivated that grass 
and the drainage they have put in 
there it is obviously a first class 
facility.” 

With Sharp Electronics Office 
National a long-time sponsor 
maybe the ground could be called 
“SHARP STADIUM’ not a bad 
return for the company that has 
purchased some 50,000 bricks for 
the amenities building. Sharp are 
also Jersey sponsors of 
Broadmeadow Magic and are 
located just 100 metres from the 
ground, 

With the building expected to 
be finished before the semi-finals 
the committee are hopeful 
Northern NSW Soccer Federation 
will consider their new ground 
suitable for the Grand Final. 

The long term plan is to turn 
the ground into a boutique stadi- 
um with seating for around four 
thousand spectators. A bold plan 
‘not’ given the passion this club 
has shown in the long hours they 
have toiled to get to this stage. 


ning for the future to hold an~———_ 


annual event as a fund-raiser for 
the helicopter rescue service. 


KINGZ SMILES REACH THE SKY 


Hopefully that means no more players will be leav- 


endeavour. 


By Gareth Duggan (ins Auckland) 


ky Television’s impending purchase of 80 per 
cent of the Auckland Kingz appears to be the 
best thing that could happen to the Club. 

With the due diligence process almost complete, 
Sky is set to become the major shareholder in the Club, 
and bring some welcome financial relief. 

The sale has already sent ripples of satisfaction 
through the squad, with Co-coach Shane Rufer saying 
it lifts a lot of worries for his players. 

“All the players’ wages are up to date now, and 
although they’re still going through a few things I 
understand everything is going okay,” he says. 
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ing the Club. 
Star midfielder Dino Mennillo left the club for the 


Wollougsng Wolves several weeks ago, and late 
wages Werle a major Tacwe far his 


It also seems likely that Sky will ve able tp provide 
the money and environment to keep both Shane ana 
Wynton Rufer at the Club for next year. 

“They would like us to stay, and we want to stay 
‘because we came back to New Zealand from Europe to 
help New Zealand Soccer,” stated Shane Rufer. 

The importance of the Rufer name for the Kingz is 
almost immeasureable. Players, fans and sponsors in 
New Zealand consider anything associated with the 
brothers, and particularly Wynton, to be a very-special 


Wynton Ruter: Likely to stay at the Kingz. 


The recent appointment of former Auckland 
Warriors CEO Bill McGowan as chairman of New 
Zealand Soccer is another positive for the Kingz, 

McGowan won kudos for his management of the 
recent under-17 World Cup, and has already described 
the Kingz’s existence as crucial to the game in New 
Zealand. 

His backing will be important in earning FIFA’s 
approval for the Kingz to continue playing in the NSL 
beyond the 2001-2 season. 

Throw in a 2-0 victory over League leaders Sydney 
Olympic at North Harbour Stadium last Friday night, 


and there ace more than a few smiles around the Kingz’ 
camp this week. 


ass 


JUST MADDEN 
ABOUT FOOTBALL 


former Australian Rules footy 
Star as sports minister, who 
likes to see that? 


In Victoria they voted for it, handing 
former Essendon and Carlton ruckman 
Justin Madden the ideal job of looking 
after sport, youth, recreation and plan- 
ning. 

On the shockwave of anti-Kennett 
government feelings several months 
ago, the former champion giant ruck- 
man and president of the AFL Players 
Association (from 1990 to 97) 
was thrust into govern- 
ment as Minister for 
Sport 
Recreation, Youth 
Affairs and assist- // 
ing the Minister 
for Planning in {/ 
the Steve Bracks 
Labor govern- 
ment, 

Appreciating its 

growing potential and 
community Tole, 
Madden is sure to give soc- 
cer a fair reception. Although com- 
ing from a different ball code, Madden 
is acutely aware of soccer’s growing 
influence in Australia at the local, 
national and international level. 
* “Soccer’s in a transition stage. In 
terms of the corporate and grassroots 
level. in Melbourne and Victoria, it is in 
between. It is emerging in a number of 
ways and with that goes the added pres- 
sures of improving the facilities. They 
(clubs) obviously have a need for infra- 
structure, I would expect there would be 
some demands for additional funds,” he 
said. 

Madden relishes the task of creating 
an improved sports environment for 
young Victorians, helping to improve 
sporting venues together with local 
councils as well as making spectator 
sports again accessible to the grassroots 
and not only to an elite section of 
Victorians. 

“We're encouraging people to be 
involved and not leaving them out of 
the equation,” Madden, a qualified 
schoolteacher, architect, and a father of 
four children, said. 

“There’s been a move away from 
structured and organised sports, where 
there are regular timeslots. People == 
ticipate in a more infor WaY- 

Across the board there has been a 


decline in participating in structured 
sports.” 

As a successful athlete, who played 
45 AFL games with Essendon and 287 
with Carlton, playing in four grand 
finals and winning with Carlton in 1987 
and 1995, this decline in discipline and 
commitment towards a sporting life 
among the young worries him. 

His challenge is to take teenagers out 
of the rising drugs and alcohol abuse 
gradually gripping a young generation. 
About 70 per cent of 15 to 17 year-olds 
have used alcohol in the past 12 
months, according to a recent report, 
and Madden wants to steer them 
towards a healthier lifestyle involving 
sports. 

The government has established an 
Office of Youth Affairs, with an initial 
working capital of $750,000, to counter 
the problems associated with drugs and 
alcohol. 

Madden agreed sports stars across the 
board have been setting poor 
example in recent times. 
Incidents of public 
drunkenness, swear- 

ing, spitting, 
smoking, cheat- 
ing, brawling, 
sexual harass- 
ment or being 
involved in crime 
has provided poor 
role models for 
youngsters. 
“Without naming anyone 
in particular, it is a concern. 
Recognising there’s an enormous pres- 
sure of those people and some of them 
are still young and at the time they’re 
not appreciative of the kind of role 
models that they are, they are paid 
handsomely,” Madden said. 

“There’s enormous kudos associated 
with being a sports star and they have 
significant endorsements, because they 
have a high profile and image. 

People are assisted in recognising 
they have a significant role to play in 
the community as role models for 
young people.” 

Also, under the former Liberal- 
Country Party government, sport had 
become more or less an event-led activ- 
ity, such as the Grand Prix, Australian 
Tennis Open or Melbourne Cup, to be 
enjoyed by an elite section of the com- 
munity and the better-paid under an 
American style corporate model. If you 
couldn’t afford a ticket, you'd watch on 
television. 

It works on a simple formula, accord. 
ing to Madden. “You reduce +e aum- 
ber who can attend the event. You 


“ t to 
increase the price. You fore~ te TS i 
aed voice it the USA that’s 


ym-iusy pay-ty). This is the model the 
community is moving towards,” 
Madden said. 


dustin Madden: “Soccer is emerging”. 


“The corporate bit is a concern. Sport 
has been losing its community ethos. 
The great thing about sport is its key 
community role. It brings people 
together, reinforcing the health and 
social benefits that flow from that. But 
the corporate package can alienate all 
that,” he said. 

A case in point and a vivid illustra- 
tion of the great divide is the recent dis- 


quiet at the Carlton Soccer Club, where 
Madden briefly was chairman before 
donning the ministerial mantle. 

Saliy Orpin, the editor of Carlton’s 
independent fanzine magazine, “My 
Blue Heaven”, translated the concerns 
of the small but loyal band of Blues 
supporters. 

“Readers will remember the old days 
(at Carlton’s former ground, Optus 


ate last week, following the club doesn’t treat me with respect, I 
“Deny” report in ABSW, 


won't respect them either.” 
South Melbourne confirmed ‘The midfielder was banished from the 
midfielder George Goutzioulis had senior squad and said to be training with 
walked out of the club over a pay dis- the youth team. 


pute involving fees from the World 
Club matches in Brazil. * 


South coach Ange Postecoglou had 

told him to play in the youth 
team, but Gont»oulls was 
joxkere in sight last 
Sunday at Somers St, 
where South 
Melboume demolished 
the Melbourne Knights 
4-0. 

The club is yet to 
tesolve the dispute with 
the player. South general 
manager Damien Phillips 
could not be contacted before 
deadline time. 


Goutzioulis was the only 
player not to have received 
what he believed he 
was owed, saying he 


| 959 
SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C, 


-<f Would not be 
returning if they're not 
tesolved”. 
Goutzioulis did not 
receive a bonus, believed to 
be worth $40,000, allocated to 
so-called “first tier” players, 
He was reported as saying, “If the 


GOUTZIOULIS PROBLEM 
WORSENS FOR SOUTHS 


Oval), when after the match the players 
would pop into the bar for a drink and 
chat with the supporters,” Orpin writes. 

“Sadly, nowadays the players are 
cloistered in the directors bar (at new 
venue, Olympic Park) to hobnob with 
the chosen few and anyone else who 
can blag their way into that hallowed 
place. 

“The club’s priorities should lie with 
attracting more fans, not alienating the 
few they have to prostitute themselves 
to the corporate dollar. 

“As for the directors, most of them 
seem so out of touch with the grassroots 
support, they might as well live in 
Perth,” she pointed to Glory’s 
upheavals that resulted in the reversal 
decision to stick with coach Bernd 
Stange after sustained supports’ 
protests. 

Madden cited the government’s tick- 
et sales to the Olympic football (soccer) 
matches at the MCG as an “access 
friendly” example. 

Tickets to the matches, where the 
Olyroos and the Matildas will open the 
action on September 13, range from as 
low as $10 to $85. Victorian schools are 
offered 100,000 tickets ranging from 
$10 to $19 to enable young students to 
see their idols in action. 

“This is a great opportunity for 
Victorian school students to experience 
such a large event in their own State. 
The specially priced tickets puts the 
Olympics within reach of many school 
children,” Madden said. 


George Gouizioulis 
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TOWARDS SYDNEY 2000 


LG Under-25 Appearances 15 last 
vs Korea, January 2000 
(Vs Country) 


LG Under-23 Goals (Vs Country) 

National Representative Honours (other): ia 

Socceroos — 9 games/0 goals (last appearance 
vs Slovakia, Feb 2000 — 4 Nations in Chile); 


THE LOOK FORWARD _ 


Career Highlight to date: Winning the 1997 NSL 
Grand Fina! with Brisbane Strikers 

Biggest Achievement to date; Being selected 
for both the Under 23s and LG Socceroos 
Ambition: To play in the World Cup 
Words of Advice: “Practice and dedication will 


get you there" 
Best advice Received: You never stop learning 


PERSONALITY ... 


Favourite Actor: Sylvester Stallone 
Favourite Actress: Julia Roberts 


Last Movie seen: “The Talented Mr Ripley” 


Name your Top 5 Movies: 

The Rocky Series — that says it all 
Favourite Comedian: Nick Meredith 
Last Book Read:Alex Femuson’s autobiography 

— I'm still reading it 
Favourite Sports Illustrated . 
Best ever concert (who, where, when?}: Pearl | 
Jam In Brisbane — in fact, it’s the only concert | 
I've seen! 

List 5 CDs you couldn't live without: 


Favourite TV Show: Just Shoot Me 
Favourite TY Character: Homer Simpson 
A dinner party for 6, and you can invite any- 
body — living, dead, fact or fiction who do 
you invite: Sir Donald Bradman, 
Greg Norman, Elvis Presley, Pamela Anderson, 
Diego Maradona, 
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KASEY WEHRMAN 


Q: How do you think Sydney 
2000 could change your life ... and 
the profile of Australian Soccer? 


A: One of the things that Sydney 
2000 will bring to my life is the 
experience of it all, and the memo- 
ties that I will be able to tell my fam- 
ily and my children, and it will 
change me a bit as a footballer —T'll 
learn something no doubt, probably 
how to become a better player 
because you always learn something 
from every game you play. 

As for the profile of Australian 
soccer, well, I suppose that all 
depends on how we play — if we do 
teally well and show the people of 
Australia that we’ve worked hard for 
them and don’t want to disappoint 
them, it could all work out really 
well. 


Q: So why will the LG Under 
23s perform well at Sydney 2000? 


A: Because we’ve prepared very 
well for it. By the time we play our 
first game, Raul (Blanco, Coach) and 
everyone connected with the team 
will have done as much as they can 
do — so there should be no excuses, 
we don’t expect to have any excuses, 

Everyone's got the same problems 
all over the world when it comes to 
getting a team together, so if any- 
thing, we should do better than 
everyone because we're the home 
country, we’re in ovr own surround- 
ings, and we have our own support. 

Yes, there is going to be immense 
pressure on us because of those same 
Teasons too, but once you hear the 
buzz around the field, well, I'd rather 
have 100,000 people behind me than 
against me. 


Q: You’ve been named in the 
Squad for the upcoming matches 
against Slovakia and Holland — 
what exactly are you expecting 
from this Camp? 


A: My first thought was that this 
will be another opportunity for the 
overseas players to join the local 
players in a camp, so that we can 
again match ourselves against each 
other, because frankly, the competi- 
tion for places is obviously hotting 
right up. 

We also want to make sure we 
win these games, and I think we play 
just as well away as we do at home, 
so I’m sure we'll do well, 


***eaid cartier, you always learn 
soemthing from eve) nme so we'll 
be learning something fromu..__. 
two games as well. 


Olyroo file #11 


Kasey Wehrman: Works hard for the team. 
Q: Well, you’ve referred to the 


pressure for spots ... how are you 
and your fellow squad members 
reacting to this with a few short 
months to go before the final 
Squad of 18 is selected. 


A: To be completely truthful, for 
all the positives, I think this could 
also be a very sad occasion for a lot 
of people in the team. 

A lot of us have been together 
from the first camp back in 1996, 
and I’ve known a lot of these boys 
for a long time, I've roomed with 
them, I’ve played for them. 

Obviously I hate the fact that 
some of them, and maybe even 
myself might be left out, but more 
than that, I think it’s important that 
no one becomes forgotten, I hope 
that the people that don’t get picked 
are still remembered, because 
they’ ve worked just as hard as every- 
one else, 

In saying that, Raul has a very 
tough choice coming up, but in the 
end, he’s taught everyone in the 
squad about his brand of football and 
it’s worked well, and the experience 
that everyone’s gained over the past 
few years, regardless of whether 
we're in the final squad or not can’t 
be bought. 

In the end, this experience will go 
“~--4 making everyone a better 


footballer, 1 think we've all made 
some frineds for life, and that is also 
very important to me, 


Q: What motivates you? 


A: The desire to do as well as I 
can, just the hunger to be at the top, 
and wanting to be there quickly. 


Q: What inspires you? 
A: My family. 


Q: Is your position in the LG 
Under 23 squad something that’s 
always on your mind and some- 
thing you carry into Club matches 
with you, or does it just have its 
place in the scheme of things. 


A: No, it’s not really something 
that’s always on my mind, but it is 
there on and off. I’m the kind of per- 
son that takes most things a day at a 
time, but I’m also always setting 
goals for myself, and of course when 
it comes down to it, I want to be 
there. 

But in all honesty, I’m playing the 
best I can anyway, whether it’s for 
my Club or for my Country, and 
that’s the best commitment I can 


give. 


Q: How would you describe 


yourself as a player, and where 
(and why) do you fit into the LG 
023 squad? 


A: I’m someone who works hard 
for the team and is basically willing 
to do anything for my team-mates. 
Also, I want success and I want it 
more than the next guy does, and he 
will never have a bigger desire to 
succeed than I do, I don’t care who 
he is. 

People classify me as a ‘hard’ 
player, but that’s not going to win 
football games in the end — I’ve got 
a footballing brain, and I use it on 
the field. 

There are alot of players on the 
same level, with the same kind of 
attributes — long passing, short 
passing, the way they think, they 
way they move ... what it comes 
down to is who wants it most and 
who’s going t6 put more out for the 
team. 


Q: Is there any particular team 
that you are looking forward to 
facing at the Olympic Games, and 
why? 


A: Not particularly ... hopefully 
the team we play in the final will be 
the best team. 


Q: What is the question you are 
asked most regards Sydney 2000? 


A: Have you got tickets and can I 
come? 


Q: And your final words for the 
Australian public? 


A: Support our campaign at the 
Olympics — come out and get right 
behind us. I’m sure all Australians 
will be as patriotic as possible — all 
Aussies have the same mentally — 
we're all working hard, we’ve put in 
every hour that we could possibly 
put in, and we'll give it our best shot. 


Feature courtesy of 
Soccer Australia media 
department, Already pro- 
filed Brett Emerton, 
Steven Laybutt, Lucas 
Neill, Michael Curcija, 
Nick Rizzo, Jacob Burns, 
Daniel Allsopp, Tansel 
Baser, Mile Sterjovski and 
Chris Coyne. 
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| Robbie Clocks up 350 


anberra Cosmos captain 
Robbie Hooker ‘will join 
elite company tonight 


C 


(Tuesday) when he plays his 


Hooker says the feeling is 
mutual: “Tom is a good coach and 
a great man. He has honesty 
and integrity, which is 
something you don't 
see around so much 


club is a settled squad, I’d like to 

be part of it,” he said. 

“If we can build on a 
solid foundation next 

season instead of 
tearing everything 


ptt ER» 


Nd 


these days, down and startin 

350th National Seccer League “ ee ae again as has Hae 
(fe A trained as a pened in the past, 

‘T think there’s about eight or teacher, he is also o then I think you 
10 who have gone past this total - an excellent commu- *@; G* will begin to see a 
it’s a landmark, but not the final jicato.” MOS Seniiicrencel intour 
one,” the sure-footed defender Does this mean Hooker results. 
said last week. would like to move on towards “We have played well in patch- 


“The way I’m feeling at the 
moment, I don’t see why I 
couldn’t go on to 400.” 

These days Sydney City seems 
@ name associated with the 
league’s pre-history, but that is 
where Hooker, now 32, began his 
senior career after leaving the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 

When City folded one game 
into the 1987 winter season, he 
played for Sydney Olympic for 
five years, followed by another 
five at West Adelaide. 

Then came 12 months with 
Sydney United and half-a-season 
with Marconi before linking up 
with the Cosmos last October. 

With that kind of experience, he 
might have believed himself to be 
unshockable, but his jaw dropped 
when, at the press conference to 
mark his signing, coach Tom 
Sermanni announced Hooker would 
be the club’s captain. 

“Tt was the first I'd heard about 
it,” he gasped afterwards. 

Sermanni admits he might have 
forgotten to tell the new man “but 
I still believe it’s one of my better 
decisions. 

“You could not ask for a better 
professional, both on and off the 
field.” 


his 400th game in the Cosmos 
colours? “One of the most impor- 
tant things that can progress this 


es this year. All this squad needs 
is another three experienced, 
quality players.” 


Robbie Hooker: Now has his sights set on 400. 


WOLLONG 


By Otto Bader 


will be out for several weeks after pulling 
his hamstring against the Auckland Kingz. 
Physio Pat Brown will work his magic fingers 
on the speed-ace to get him back onto the Park 


quickly. 
Euan 


Neil Harlock, the Wolves New Zealand interna- 
tional, is still out with a knee problem. Rest has 
been ordered and Harlock hopes to recover in 
time to help the side in their quest 
for NSL honours. 

Littl 

Development officer Matt 
Horsley has contacted local 
schools proposing a visit by his 
team of quality stars to conduct 
soccer development sessions for 


individual kids or a whole class of 
around 30. - 
The sessions duration can be planned to 


requirements of the schools. The Wolves 
training team has been visiting schools over the “SS 
past three years with very positive comments 
received. Interested children have the opportunity 
to take up the sport of soccer, 
Pi | 

Junior soccer in Hlawarra is growing from year 

to_year with over 8,000 players having registered 


S Esala Masi, the Fijian international, 


ONG NEWS 


with the over 30 soccer clubs and representative 
sides. 
Certainly it gives the youngsters something to 
aim for, 
SEE 
David Cervinski — pony-tailed burly defender 
— is quickly recognisable. But, is he going to cut 
off his long hair if his team achieves the “impossi- 
ble” and wins the championship? 
His team mates expect a least a shaven head, 
He certainly would make the first page of the 
local paper. Well David, the challenge is out, they 
all dare you to do a ‘skin head act.’ 
iii! 
The Wolves internet is receiv- 
ing rave reviews. There's plenty 
to check-out including a fans 
forum where supporters can 
voice their views about anything 
to do with soccer, a play- 
ground for the ‘side-line cham- 
pions’. Fans can also chat with sup- 
porters from other clubs. f 
Tt can be reached at: www.wollon- 
gongwolves.com.au 
anne 
Did you know the Wolves have an overseas fan 
club? The Wollongong Wolves supporters club 
Scottish branch is in Dundee, Scotland with 
President John Smith who intends to visit Brandon 
Park in October. 


By Graham Cooke 


anberra Knights coach Ivan Cengic more or 
less acknowledged defeat in his battle to 
keep the ACT’s crisis club afloat last week 
when he left on a business trip to Europe, saying he 
could do no more. 
“Everything is falling apart,” he said. 
“We have only one player still with us from last 
season’ first-team squad. The others have all gone.” 
Is a sad contrast to the club which was a Tunaway 
winner of the ACT Premiership’s second division last 
season. Knights officials thought this would be suffi- 
cient to eam promotion, but instead the league man- 
agement committee awarded a place in the top compe- 
tition to runner-up and grand final winner 
Tuggeranong United. 
Cengic said he could not believe it when he was 
told the Knights did not fulfil the league’s criteria for 


By Allan Crisp 


he tragic demise of the West Adelaide Sharks 
has fashioned a healthy spin off for SA’s 
local Premier and State League competitions, 

Former Shark players and potential signings of the 
NSL club are starring on a regular basis and increasing 
the standard of the grass roots games at suburban 
grounds, 

Michael Brooks, Corey Artone, Con Kokkinoplitis, 
Bill Misailidis, Peter Mihalopoulos, Joel Porter, Mark 
Yates, Mark Brazzale, Aaron Westervelt, Michael 
Pirone, John Fusco, Paul Pezos, Nathan Wildy, Brad 
Armour, paul Simmons, Ed Scalzi and a host of out- 
standing young talent are producing the stuff that 
makes scouts drool. 

Reigning Premier League champion Cumberland 
become a prime benefactor when the Sharks sank, 
allowing the Foxes to snare experienced striker Mirzet 
Jusufovic, the Bosnian who was set to join West, 

Jusufovic scored on debut for the Foxes against 
Campbelltown on Saturday, easing the pain of 
Cumberland’s third successive loss. 

Red Devils assassin was Larry Piscioneri, who 
snatched a double to reinforce the excellent goalkeep- 
ing of Andy Allen, who dealt brilliantly with 
Cumberland’s best efforts. 

Bountiful Brooks continued his net busting exploits 
by scoring his fourth goal in three outings, this time as 
the Blue Eagles flattened White City 2-0. 

Croydon Kings shook off the disappointment of last 
week’s loss to Raiders with a convincing 3-0 win over 
previously unbeaten Modbury Jets. 

State team veteran Rick Piotrowski proved two 
great goals for the Kings, while Joel Porter’s 60th 
minute screamer rates as a candidate for goal of the 
round. 

Porter’s surging runs and Ken Tosh’s cool defensive 
work as stopper contributed to Croydon’s success, The 
Jets battled gamely in the heat with Mark Yates, 
adventurous sweeper Ryan Donovan and industrious 
midfielder Duane Dobson the pick of the visitors. 

Raiders slipped from second to fifth after crashing 
1-4 to Port Lion at Pirate Park where the Pirates scut- 
tled Raiders with a stunning three-goal second half. 

Metro Stars and Birkalla swapped goals in a thriller 
before the stars hit a late winner to emerge 3-2 victors 
at Camden Reserve, 


ACT STATE LEAGUE 


LUB IN CRISIS 


- Performance? Both the first team and the reserves won 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA PREMIER LEAGUE 


Sharks Death Brings Gains for Local Clubs 


- Western Strikers 1, Cobras 0; Para Hills 2, Port Pirie 


i 
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the first division. 
“Where did we go wrong? Finance? We had a 
$50,000 surplus on the season and drew the biggest 
crowds in the division,” he said. 
“Discipline? We had three red cards all season. 


their divisions. Cooperation with the league? We 
agreed to move the grand final to Cooma even though 
it cost us money. 

“I cannot avoid saying that it is the actions of 
Soccer Canberra which have killed the Knights,” 

But by the end of the week, what was left of the 
Knights was showing extraordinary resiliance. Soccer 
Canberra general manager Robert Bennett said a firm 
application had been received to run a single team in 
the ACT State League first division. 

“Needless to say we are delighted the club has 
found itself able to continue, even if ina reduced 
form,” he said, 


Adelaide City continued its winning streak by 
snatching a 3-2 win over Elizabeth after the tough road 
tip to Ramsay Park. Elizabeth was disadvantaged by 
the red-carding of striker Danny Reynolds and mid- 
fielder Westervelt. 


SA Premier League results 

Port Lion 4 (B. Misailidis, P. Mihalopoutos, D. 
Sordillo, G. Tsonis) Raiders 1 (M. Brazzale). Best — 
Port Lion: P. Mihalupoulos, D. Sordillo, K. Burfoot; 
Raiders L. DaRocha, S. Zilic, T. Reeves. 

Blue Eagles 2 (M. Brooks, F. Sergi) White City 0. 
Best — Blue Eagles: J. Cutiilo, D. Deleso, C. 
Kokkinoplitis; White City: A. Stam, D. Stam, R, 
Plunkett. 

Campbelltown Red Devils 2 (L. Piscioneri 2) 
Cumberland Foxes 1 (M. Jusufovic). Best — Red 
Devils: A. Allen, R. Caperna, M. Menechella; 
Cumberland: N. Mitchell, P. Pezos, M. Jusufovic. 

Birkalla 2 (K. Wilkinson, P. Paris) Metro Stars 3. 
J. (M. Berlingeri, Pedron, V. Schmizzi). Best — 
Birkalla: K. Wilkinson, Fusco, A. Mallia; Metro Stars: 
M. Berlingeri, R. Sen, R. Moore, 

Croydon Kings 3 (R. Piotrowski 2, J. Porter) 
Modbury Jets 0. Best — Croydon: R. Piotrowski, S. 
Barbaro, M. Piroine; Modbury: M. Yates, D. Dobson, 
R. Donovan. 

Elizabeth Rams 2 (S. Pearce, S. Kidd) Adelaide 
City 3 (R. Saraceno 2, G. Licastro). Best — Elizabeth: 
A. Thomson, A. Westervelt, S, Pearce; Adelaide City: 
R. Saraceno, K, Rees, A. Scarsetla. 

SA State League Results: Noarlunga 3, Panthers 1; 
Enfield Falcons 4, Adelaide Hills 0; Northern Demons 
2, Seaford 0; Olympic FC 3, Salisbury Apaches 0; 


City 2. 


Round 4 — Premier League 
Friday, March 10: 
Modbury Jets v Port Lion Pirates (Spm) 
Saturday, March 11: 
Cumberland v Elizabeth City; White City v 
Campbelltown; Raiders y Blue Eagles; Metro Stars 
v Croydon Kings; Adelaide City v Birkalla. 


Round 4 — State League 
Saturday, March 11: 
Seaford v Para Hills; Hills v Northern Demons; 
Westem Strikers v Enfield; Salisbury v Cobras; 
Olympic y Panthers; Port Pirie City v Noarlunga. 


SA PREMIER LEAGUE 

r Ww D L Fr A. Pts 

Adelaide Blue Eagles 3 3 0 6 10 0 9 
Adelaide City 3 2 0 1 8 4 6 
Port Adelaide Lion 3 2 0 1 6 3 6 
Croydon Kings 3 2 0 1 5 2 6 
Raiders 3 2 9 1 7 6 6 
Modbury $ z o 1 4 3 6 
Elizabeth City B) ! i 1 & 5 4 
Metro Stars 3 1 1 1 5 8 4 
White City Warriors 3 H in) 2 2 + 3 
Campbelliown City 3 1 0 2 3 ee 3 
Cumberland United 3 9 0 3 I 7 0 
| W.7) Birkalia 3 t 0 3 3 10 0 
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Dear Sir, 

In last week’s edition of ABSW I was called a 
“clown” in one of the letters to the editor and I felt 
compelled to reply to his letter. 

I was on the radio show referred to in the letter. 
For those who are unaware it is the only (I think) 
NSL based radio show in Sydney. It is called “the 
Charlie Dempsey Experience” and is heard on 
98.5FM every Sunday night from 10pm -11pm. It is a 
show run and hosted by the Northern Spirit 
Supporters Club. 

Now to the letter, let’s discuss the Olympic 
“Lion”. His performance during this incident was 
inexcusable, his job as a mascot is to 
encourage his own supporters, not 
antagonise the opposition supporters by 
making rude gestures towards them par- 
ticualarily straight after a goal has been 
scored against you as this is an obvious 
lowpoint for any group of supporters no 
matter who 

they are. 

Secondly, be it three flares or one flare it is not 
acceptable and I believe nothing was done about it at 
the time by either security or police although 1 may 
be wrong. 

Thirdly, on our position in the ground. Three 
weeks previous our commitee contacted Olympic 
Management to ensure there was not a repeat of the 
incident last year at Belmore. We were told we could 
not sit were we sat last year. Fine! Could we then 
take the opposite end , which was where the 
Wollongong supporters sat during the game a few 
weeks ago. 

We were told this was not available and we would 
have to sit on the hiil. So after turning up at 4pm with 
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less than 20 people on the hil we took up our position 
in anticipation of the game. During the first half of 
the game we were standing on the seats as we always 
do and as we had been doing since we arrived at 
Belmore. 

During this period we had to deal not only with the 
provocative “lion” but also the insults from Olympic 
supporters on the hill who felt they had some “right” 
to tell us to sit down. 

Tt took 30 minutes for someone at Belmore with a 
brain (the police) to realize this was a volatile situa- 
tion that could easily explode and at this. point it was 
arranged for us to be moved to a point away from 
Olympic supporters, something we had 
requested three weeks ago. 

Once again Northern Spirit support- 


SPORT Meu have been labelled as hooligans 


despite every action we take in prepara- 
tion for our away trips, 

To the writer, explain this to me, if 
we ate running fifth last and you are top of the table 
how do we consistently attract larger crowds than 
you. 

Could it have to do with the behaviour of the home 


supporters. 
It is not about “ethics”, it is about the truth. 
Darren Bozinoski 
(A good cockney name) 
By e-mail 


Thankfully a volatile situation was avoided. What I 
would like to know is why if this was asked for three 
weeks ago, it didn’t happen? 

In someone else’s now notoriously famous words 
“please explain”. - Ed. 


Send letters to 
Australian and British 


Weekly 


PO Box 155 
Marrickville NSW 1475 or fax (02) 9550 9332 
or e-mail to: soccerweekly@hotmail.com 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
CARLTON 


By Bert van Bedaf 


goal by captain Paul Trimboli kept South 

Melbourne in the hunt for a finals place, 

beating an unlucky Carlton 1-0 in the round 
14 catch-up match at Bob Jane stadium last 
Wednesday night. 

The result has put the Blues behind the eight ball as 
their run of losses now stretches to three in a row, hav- 
ing won only two from the last 11 matches, 

Not quite electric but certainly sizzling in 
Melbourne’s long hot summer, the derby atmosphere 
permeated itself into the collective minds of spectators 
and players during the energy sapping encounter. 

“Tt was close and hard,” South coach Ange 
Postecoglou said. “A typical derby game and given the 
positions both teams were in, neither team wasn’t going 
to lie down, 

“To come out victors was pleasing. There wasn’t 
much between the two sides. We took our chance and 
they didn’t take theirs,” he said. 


ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


HAND IT OVER 


Dear Sir, 

I’m writing to express my deep annoyance and 
disgust at Channel Seven’s lack of coverage of the 
NSL. 

We all understand Channel Seven’s priority is to 
the AFL, Tennis, and the Olympics, but surely in 
buying the rights to Soccer, they have an obligation 
in showing at least some NSL coverage. 

We understand they are in the rating’s game but 
after the AFL season finished in September 1999, 
and with the NSL commencing in October 1999, the 
station could have devoted some resources in cover- 
ing the NSL over the summer season (in the non rat- 
ing period). 

Seven will say it won't rate, but, I along with 
many other NSL supporters, believe a one hour 
highlights show (similar to SBS Premier League 
coverage) would be very successful. 

They will claim that they on sold the NSL rights 
to Channel Two, and after a good start Channel 
Two's coverage is below par. Why can’t they put on 
an extra program covering all the games, interviews 
etc, like they do for NBL. 

T urge all NSL supporters around the country 
Ting, fax, write not only to Channel Seven but to 
Soccer Australia expressing deep resentment in not 


only promoting the game, but going out of their way 
in ruining the game, 

The-game should be booming at the moment, 
with the competition being so even, after round 23 
there is no stand out team and 13 out of 16 teams 
still have a chance to make the finals. But all we get 
out of Soccer Australia is negativity. 

Please Mr Kerry Stokes, if you are not interested 
in covering the NSL, please hand over the rights to 
SBS, who at least, will cover and promote the game 
in the right manner, allowing the many NSL sup- 
porters around the country to see coverage of this 
great code at the National level 

Please Mr Stokes. 

Peter Bosi, 
Athelstone, SA. 


Peter, I couldn't agree with you more. If you are 
going to doing nothing with it (channel seven), give 
it to somebody who will!!! 

And you are right about the fans, you should all 
write to everybody — including ABSW. We will 
happily promote the game and its fans because 
without the fans we have no game. Then no-one 
would care about seven anyway. - Ed, 


SEEN IT ALL 


Dear Sir, 

T have been reading the ABSW for as long as I 
have found it in a newsagent. There are very few 
newsagents in Brishane who have the Weekly. Could 

get. o bit of a “plug” on the Socver Chanel SBS 
“On The Ball’. It could help circulation and create, 
more interest in soccer and benefit the game through- 
‘out, Tis a great weekly. 

Theve been in the soccer seene for nearly 50 years 
end the changes | have seen are: 

* Player formation on the park, it has less players 
up-front and more in defence. 

* Player's wages and transfers are excessive, 

* Player's skills have improved with mare facilities 
being available. 

* Coaches do not seem to improve. Most of them. 
come through the same school, They seem to follow 
other coaches and are not innovative themselves to 
moke changes. 

* 1 saw eight comer kicks taken by 2 team, No 
goals were scored and possibly because there were 17 
Players in 604 of the 18 yard box. It was like the 
“City Mall’ or New Years Eve. ‘Space’ is the idea in a 


Round 14 Deferred Match 


Carlton coach Stuart Munro could not have been 
happy losing three in row, but he did see light at the 
end of a dark stretch. 

“As much as we wanted to win, I wanted the players 
to be able to hold their heads up at the end,” Munro 
said, 

“Yes, we didn’t take the points, but with the commit- 
ment the players showed hopefully we can go on and 
win the vast majority of the games left in the season. 

“We were getting in the box and created a few good 
Opportunities, something we haven't been able to do in 
the last few weeks, and although I’m disappointed with 
the result, Im pleased with the effort. There’s still a lot 
of points to play for,” he said. 

With finals ambitions at stake, both sides tried to 
force an early opening. 

Carlton edged close after 21 minutes when Alex 
Moreira put Archie Thompson through on the right, But 
the nippy striker hit the base of the right post with a 
blistering one-touch to keep the crowd and the South 
defence on their toes. 

Carlton on the counter created its second chance five 
minutes later. 

Stuart Slater on the left released Moreira, who left 
the South defence in his wake. Yet, with ‘keeper Chris 
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Jones again beaten, he aimed just wide of the far 
upright. 

Against the run of play, South struck the opening 
goal in the 29th minute. Nick Orlic released Andy 
Vlahos on the left. The winger squared the ball for Paul 
Trimboli, who drove it into the left comer for his 98th 
goal of his career, but rarely a more important one for 
South. After the match Trimboli was presented with a 
plaque for breaking Steve Blair’s record of 338 match- 
es, playing his 339th against the Blues, an carried off 
the ground on the players’ shoulders. 

The Blues worked their way back into attack, but 
powerful shots by Thompson on the left were either 
blocked by the South defence or saved by Jones to have 
the home team savour the handy lead at half time. 

Quick chances fell to both teams within two minutes 
after the break. Trimboli put Vlahos through, but he 
was pushed wide and only managed a limp shot at 
Anastasiadis who easily saved. Marth knocked the ball 
back inside the area, where Steve Horvat got a 
stretched leg to it, before it was cleared. 

John Markovski, on for Mike Conroy in the 60th 
minute, drilled a free-kick straight at Jones from 20 
metres:in the 62nd minute to keep the Blues in the hunt, 
although the heat had sapped much of the sting out of 


‘Soccer mutch and so you have to make it, 

* Why do coaches sit on the bench with the play- 
exs; Is it because it’s tradition, ate they being social 
With their players or do they think that they can see 
the game better? 

Being a spectator, I'd sit up in the stand and get an. 
overall picture of the pame from end to end not the 
ground view. In other codes, the coaches sit in the 
stand or coaches boxes and nun the game from there 
(in Australia). 

‘There is much more | could talk about, but that will 
do for now. 

‘Thank you for your time and also a very gopd 
weekly, 

L. McGaw 
Brisbane, QLD 


Should write to SBS and let them know your thoughts. 
{Most of the Saccer Dept are avid ABSW readers). 

Keep up the good reading and importantly always 
endeavour to enjoy our great game, - Ed. 


the attacks. 

Late in the game Postecogiou substituted Trimboli 
with John Anastasiadis, keen to give brother Dean in 
the Carlton goal a difficult final 10 minutes. The South 
striker put the ball just wide with his first touch as Dean 
Anastasiadis dived to protect the far comer. 

Alagich surprised everybody with a thundering 25- 
metre shot that went just wide of right post, grazing the 
sidenetting at the back, and Vlahos also blasted wide as 
the match sweltered towards its conclusion. Hope for 
South, still a chance left for Carlton. 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 7,833. 
Referee: Jeremy Blaney. 

Cautions: Orlic (SM) 58, Blatsis (62), 
Panopoulos (SM) 83. 

Teams: South Melbourne: Jones, Iosofidis, 
Orlic, Blatsis, Clarkson, Panopoulos, Trimbole, 
Curcija (Coveny 71), Lozanovski (Alagich 71), 
Liparoti, Viahos. 

Carlton SC: D, Anastasiadis, McPherson, 
Douglas, Marth, Slater, Atkinson, Moreira, 
Lapsansky, Thompson, Conroy (Markovski 60), 
Horvat. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


Round 15 Deferved Match 


MARCONI STALLIONS 0 
PARRAMATTA POWER 2 


By John Economos 


M: Sterjovski, the Parramatta Power’s stylish striker, 


within 20 minutes turned from villain to hero last 

Wednesday night at the Marconi Stadium to score both 
goals that yielded the Power a most valuable 0-2 win over a 
disappointing Marconi. 

Right minutes after the break, and still with no goals, Marconi’s left 
defender Brendan Renaud was ruled to have fouled Sterjovski inside 
the box for referee Matthew Breeze to award the Power a penalty. But 
when Stesjovski himself elected to take it, he tamely struck his shot as 
the ball rolled into a divot, allowing Marconi’s goalkeeper David 
Aceski to save with a sharp dive to his right, 

Six minutes later (59th) Sterjovski broke the deadlock when David 
Barrett crossed into Marconi’s box for midfielder Steve Berry to head 
On to Sterjovski. This time Sterjovski brilliantly Jobbed his header into 
the target to draw first blood and make amends. 

In the 73rd minute Sterjovski was in action again to score his second 
goal. 

Following a long throw-in from Barrett the ball was crossed to 
substitute Joel Griffith who blasted on target. His shot was blocked and 
as the ball bobbled up high from the rebound, Sterjovski by out 
climbing the Marconi defence was able to head it home. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


By Daniel Giorelando 


Friday night as the Sydneysiders were totally outclassed by 
the Wollongong Wolves, who were never headed in their 3-) 
win at North Sydney Oval, 

The disappointment on the face of Northern Spirit coach Graham 
Amold was clearly evident after yet another poor defensive display at 
the back, which presented the Wolves with three simple goals. 

With two goals coming from set pieces and a third early in the 
second half coming from poor marking in the penalty box, it was clear 
to see just why Arnold wad left speechless after the match. 

“I don’t know what to say, I can’t work it out. It was a ridiculous 
handball that led to the first goal,” a shattered Arnold explained 
following the match. 

The first goal in question arrived in the 22nd minute from a comer in 
which Spirit sweeper Robbie Enes made a cardinal sin in the penalty 
box, by handling the ball, a cross which was seemingly swinging away 
for a goal kick. 

Referee Brett Hugo had no hesitation in awarding a penalty, which 
was calmly converted by Englishman Stuart Young, 

And five minutes later the game was over as a contest as the Wolves 
made it 2-0 after more poor marking in the box from another left sided 


T: on field anguish for the Northern Spirit continued last 


ADELAIDE CITY 
SYDNEY UNITED 


By Allan Crisp 


delaide City is walking the NSL finals tightrope with 
dashing Damian Mori the major wirewalker, bravely 
balancing without a safety net, 

Magnificent Mori proved conclusively that timing is sport’s essential 
ingredient by using this must win game as the vehicle to net a brace 
which equalled and broke Rod Brown’s record as the National Soccer 
League’s all-time leading scorer. 

Mori now heads the pack with 138 goals from 287 games, shattering 
Brown’s 137 tally from 346 matches. 

City’s ace marksman netted his historic double in the 12th and 80th 
minutes, With his second goal enabling him to claim the record to spark 
joyous celebratory scenes both on and off the pitch. : 

When the final whistle sounded, Mori, fittingly, was chaired off the 
ground by team mates Angelo Costanzo, Michael Cartwright and Nick 
Sabljak, while hero Mori was declared Man-of-the-match, 

Mori’s achievement was the more meritorious because he had to 
ward off pre-match hype which heaped enormous expectations upon his 
broad shoulders. s 

Spice was added to the drama with Mori opening and closing the 
scoring, while Aurelio Vidmar and Matthew Kemp chimed in with late 
first half efforts. 


The Power's midfield 
quartet of John Gibson, Steve | 
Berry, Stephen Laybutt and 
Steve Eagleton, choked 
Marconi’s centre-line 
tendering it from functioning. 

International marker 
Laybutt’s inclusion in the 
midfield gave the Power’s 
‘gearbox’ much steel and bite, 
whilst energetic midfielder 
Jacob Burns was outstanding 
as a fill-in striker in the 
Power’s attack. 7 

Right at the break sterjovski Pg 
blasted well-on target but 
Marconi’s Aceski made a great 
save, 

Best for Marconi were 
Renaud and Aceski, whilst 
‘Man Of The Match’ was the Jacob Burns: Outstanding for 
Power’s Jacob Burns, closely the Power. 
followed by Sterjovski, Berry, 

Laybutt and former international goalie, Mike Gibson. 

Marconi’s penetration was non-existent, largely to poor ball-service 
from the midfield. Lanky striker Francis Awaritefe’s pace, industry and 
height are being hugely missed in Marconi’s attack. 


comer. 

Once again Spirit were found wanting at the back post as David 
Cervinski was left unmarked, and from six yards out, his header 
Tocketed into the top right comer leaving keeper Paul Henderson with 
no chance. 

But the game could have taken a completely different path if only 
Spirit could have scored early on in the match, when somehow some 
last line defence by a resilient Wolves defence kept the ball out of the 
net. 

Nice work by Simon Catanzaro in the Wollongong box after six 
minutes should have paid dividends for the home side when his shot 
cum cross found Paul Bilokapic who attempted to tap the ball in, only 
to see Cervinski clear off the line. 

However the danger was not cleared when his clearance found 
Cantanzaro who cracked the ball back towards goal only to see Paul 
Reid head clear from almost under his own crossbar. 

Apart from that chance and a squandered opportunity to star Italian 
import Nicola Berti after half an hour, the Wolves defence never 
looked like being cracked, 

Following the match, an ecstatic Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopoutos felt his side was clearly the better side after playing 
solid football and dominating the game in every facet. 

“Defensively we were very organised and we were very effective in 
attack,” said Theodorakopoulos. 

The Wolves coach surprised many by reverting to a two pronged 
attack instead of the customary three-man attack. 

However the gamble paid off handsomely and when captain Matt 


But the overall quality of the contest was poor with the Force 
dragged down to Sydney’s lamentable level. 

There was no doubting the endeavour of the inexperienced United 
youngsters, who battled gallantly, but the damning statistic showed 
they were unable to deliver a single shot on target during a largely 
Scrappy game. 

Acting Sydney captain, Tom Pondeljak, 
deputising for injured skipper Velimi 
Kupresak, was outstanding for the visitors, 
who also were well served by Vinc 
Savoca and Terry Palapanis, but the added 
loss of experienced pair, Ante Moric 
(groin) and Aytec Genc (suspended), was 
crippling. 

From the kick-off, Mori had his twin 
security guard escort of Tom Maric and 
Greg Saric, but the speedy striker showed 
he knows his way around Hindmarsh 
without their directions, eco ihaciuan) 

Mori had his first chance to score after just three minutes when 
goalkeeper Vilson Knezevic boomed a clearance into the opposing 
penalty area, but Mori failed to beat Steve Tolios with a close range 
header. 

The breakthrough came nine minutes later as Mori curled a 20 metre 
free-kick into the net, via the near post, 

Brad Hassell, promoted as Mori’s striking partner in the absence of 
suspended import, Claudio Pelosi, was guilty of the miss-of-the-match 


Three minutes from the bell the Power’s Burns blasted a 20 metre 
hot rising drive that ricochetted off the top right angle of the frame. 

Marconi’s coach Eddie Krncevic was most disappointed with his 
team and stated only: “Tonight was a most important game for us and if 
we had fought well we would have been contenders, I was disappointed 
with a few of my players. Credit to the Power though who were 
hungrier and sharper than us. Out of our last eight matches we got 
seven results.” 

Meanwhile the Power's satisfied coach David Mitchell, reflected: 
“Marconi last weekend had a hard match against South Melbourne and 
T think it took its toll, but then again we missed a penalty. We played 
very well and closed them down, but I was disappointed with Mile 
(Sterjovski) missing the penalty, but he got back to score two goals to 
regain his confidence.” 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 3,319. Referee: M. 
“Breeze. 

Marconi Stallions: Aceski, C. Gibson (Invincible 63), 
Longo, Farah, M. Babic, Renaud, Care, Maloney, Zoric: 
Trajanovski (Karl 71), Duric (S.Babic 66). 

Parramatta Power: M.Gibson, Barrett, Vrikic, Plesa, 
M.Bymes, Eagelton, J. Gibson, Berry, Laybutt (Griffiths 66), 
J.Bums, Sterjovski (Townsend 79). 

Scorers: Parramatta Power 2 (Sterjovski 59 and 73). 


Horsley made it 3-0, the decision to play two upfront was vindicated. 

Once again poor marking in the box cost the Spirit as Stuart Young 
fed Horsley just on the right edge of the six-yard box. His quick turn 
and left-foot shot beating Henderson to his right. 

The game lost any spice or competitiveness after the third goal as 
both teams went through the motions for the rest of the match. 

In saying that, Spirit should 
have pulled a goal back late in | 
the match through their best on jf 
the night, Cantanzaro. His | 
weaving run through midfield 
cut the Wolves defence in half 
although the good work was 
spoilt after he sprayed his shot 
well wide, typifying the team’s 
performance on'the night, 

Whilst Wollongong are set 
to play an integral part in the 
finals, Spirit coach Graham 
Arnold admitted his team had 
no chance of making the finai 
six, 

And with their win over the 
Spirit and the defeat of leaders 
Sydney Olympic, the Wolves narrowed the gap at the top of the table to 
only one point, and with 10 games to go, the Wolves are in the running 
to become Minor premiers. F 


Simon Catanzaro: Best in a 
losing side. 


when he ballooned a shot over the United crossbar from three metres. 

A spell of impressive possession from Sydney and a head injury to 
City captain Alex Tobin cast gloom over the home fans before Vidmar 
expertly headed in a superbly weighted corner from Sabljak to claim a 
2-0 home team lead. 

Mori further restored parity with a charging run into United's 
penalty area, That three-on two attack died, but Kemp headed home 
City’s third goal right on half-time when he latched onto a fine cross 
from Hassall and an unselfish nodded assist from Mori. 

Zoran Matic brought in Under 17 international Louis Brain after the 
break to replace muscle injury victim Kemp, a change which the City 
coach described as a precautionary measure. 

The chances kept coming for the Force with Brian concocting a shot 
despite being surrounded by three opponents. ; 

Then came the glory goal with Hassell delivering a cross from the 
Tight to Mori, who trapped the ball on the turn before brushing aside an 
opponent a fire a left-foot drive which struck Tolios before bouncing 
into the goal. 

While not the most elegant of Mori’s vast collection goals, it was the 
most significant as it carved his name into the NSL history books. 

It also was Mori’s 12th goal of the season, with the strike inflicting 
the heaviest defeat of the campaign on the hapless United. 

“It’s still going to be very difficult from here (to make the finals) but 
we will try,” Matic said. 

Because of the deferment of the scheduled game against South 
Melbourne this week (due to the Grand Prix) Matic will content himself 
with a match against City’s Premier League team. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 


fourth time this season, had to share the spoils, in a most 

entertaining match played at Mobil Park last Saturday. The 
tally of their quartet of meetings is two wins for the Sydney side 
and two draws. 

Although both sides put on a brave performance in a hard fought fast 
paced encounter, it must be stated that if luck had a part to play, it was 
certainly with Parramatta. 

As both sides fought hard to gain early dominance, the Falcons were 
first to create a series of opportunities. They came dangerously close to 
scoring several times in the first 25 minutes without finding the target 
and then with their only real opportunity of the half, the Power found 
the net through the brilliant Steve Laybutt with a world class goal in the 
23rd minute. 

Following a few minutes of cautious, calculating play, with both 
sides, visibly furtive of each other, the game tumed into a sporting treat 
of the highest level with the 22 athletes on the ground displaying all 
their skills, passion and fury in the quest for the prize on offer. 

At the ninth minute, with Parramatta keeper Mike Gibson going out 


Te Gippsland Falcons and Parramatta, meeting for the 


too far and too early, Igor Mandic chipped over his head and with the _ 


goal mouth wide open and unattended the ball went slightly wide. 
Seconds later, with Gibson again off his line, Mandic for the second 
time missed the target by millimetres. 
As this was not enough to send the Falcons fans’ hearts palpitating 
four minutes later, a solid drive from Doug Marcina rebounded off the 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 
PERTH GLORY 


By Glenn Davis 


slick Perth Glory continued to circle in on their first ever 

national league title following their convincing 3-1 win over 

lack lustre Brisbane Strikers at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday night. 

The Glory had the match all but parcelled up in the first half after 
racing to a 3-0 lead, which shocked both the Strikers and their 
Supporters. 

The win was sweet revenge for Perth which crashed 2-1 to the 
Strikers in their only home loss in their first round clash last November. 

For the Strikers, it was a biter blow to their Top Six aspirations, 
which could see them lose further ground should sixth placed Carlton 
topple the lowly placed Canberra Cosmos at Bruce Stadium on 
Tuesday. 

Brisbane’s hopes of returning to the Top Six and winning for the first 
time since their 2-1 win over the Kingz in late January were dashed 
inside the first 35 minutes against Perth. 

Perth midfielder Rob Trajkovski scored the first goal for his club 
with a 28th minute penalty awarded after Strikers keeper Clint Bolton 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


By Gareth Duggan (In Auckland) 


stepped onto the field as subsitutes for the Kingz on Friday 
night and defeated Sydney Olympic. 

With the game locked at 0-0, Kingz coach Shane Rufer tumed to 
older brother Wynton and young debutant Jeff Cambell to try and 
achieve what the strikeforce of Batram Suri and Mark Elrick had failed 
to do. 

Almost instantly the match changed. Rufer, streetwise and crafty 
from over a decade in professional football was suddenly demanding 
better service from the midfield and so creating more opportunities for 
his team. 

And Campbell, a member of New Zealand’s Olympic squad, oozed 
confidence and his deft touches enabled him to receive and quickly 
transfer the bail to willing team-mates. 

Seven minutes after stepping onto the pitch Campbell released 
Jonathan Perry in space down the left and the winger made no mistake 
as he burst into the penalty area and shot past Jim Kourtis in the Sydney 
goal. 

The goal was good reward for Perry’s quality on the right hand side 
of the Kingz’s five-man midfield — a formation which demands a huge 
workrate from the flank players. 


T= very different men at opposite ends of their careers 
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left upright. 

At the 19th minute, Robbie Puca cleverly cut back a comer kick to 
Mehmed Durakovic who stood unmarked behind the pack. His 
powerful and precise drive called on all of Gibson’s goalkeeping skills 
to save it. 

Just as the Falcons were exerting dominance in attack, disaster struck 
as Parramatta’s Walter Ardone took the ball from midfield, delivered it 
to John Gibson in front of goal. He, however, lost it and Marcina’s 
clearing attempt was taken on the half volley by Laybutt, who with a 
left-foot drive gave Jevdjevic no chance at all. 

Although temporarily stunned, the Falcons managed to regroup and 
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David Mitchell: Disappointed. 


brought down Perth’s Brazilian striker Aurelio Schwertz. 

Former Strikers midfielder Kasey Wehrman played a major role in 
Perth’s second goal 10 minutes later, setting up striker Alistair Edwards 
with a left-foot shot which Bolton was unable to hold out. 

Luck did not go the Strikers way as they attempted to stage their 
comeback froma two-goal deficit. 

Midfielder Nick Meredith tried to inspire the Strikers, rifling a shot 
over the crossbar in the 35th minute before he combined with David 
Pilic within a minute for a second opportunity for the home side. 

Perth keeper Jason Petkovic at the near post saved Pilic’s attempt 
from an acute angle brilliantly. 

Petkovic’s subsequent clearance led to the visitor’s third goal as the 
Glory caught out the Strikers on the break. 

Trajkovski again had a hand in the goal firing a cross into the box for 
Schwertz whose header struck the underside of the cross bar into the 
net. 

The Strikers had another chance to reduce Perth’s lead six minutes 
before the break but a curling shot from Chay Hews trickled past the 
upright. 

The second half saw plenty of chances for both sides with Schwertz 
missing an attempted chip over Bolton in the 61st minute, while Peter 
Grierson hit the crossbar from 20 metres for the home side. 

The Strikers persistence was eventually rewarded when Grierson 
drove home a powerful header from a comer for a late consolation. 


With 10 minutes to go, 
a Campbell corner — 
earned again by Perry’s 
determination — was 
perfectly weighted and 
Rufer found plenty of 
space to head home from 
12 yards out. 

That left Sydney 
gobsmacked. For an hour 
of the match the league 
leaders were the better 
side. 

Brett Emerton ranged 
with muscular intent, his 
technique excellent and his 
vision a constant threat, 
although he faded from the 
game a little towards the 
end, 

Gabriel Mendez buzzed 
about, always posing F 
difficult questions for the 
tall Kiwi defenders, and 
the central defensive 
pairing of Scott Baillie and 
Ante Juric was impressive. 


Wynton Rufer: Made the league 
leaders pay the price. 
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continue creating opportunities but were unable to convert them. Brian 
MacNicol, from an Andy Vargas set up missed a chance at the 34th. 

The early minutes of the second stanza told very much the same 
story as the first, with both sides battling to control the midfield. 
Marcina and Mandic at the 52nd made good attempts at goal for the 
Falcons whilst Jevdjevic denied Parramatta’s Richard Plesa of glory. 

Gippsland’s equaliser came at the 66th minute through a brilliant 
solo min by Andy Vargas emanating from midfield. 

Vargas broke the entire Parramatta defence and from 21 metres and 
slotted the ball between Gibson and the horizontal bar. 

Gippsland were unlucky not to make it 2-1 two minutes later, when a 
Marcina cutback from the goal line found Mandic whose header again 
just scraped the upright. 

Attempts by Richard Plesa and Jacob Burns followed for Parramatta 
and Vargas continued to create chances for the Falcons. 

Parramatta dominated the final minutes but at the end the draw was 
justified. 

In summary, the Gippsland defence was much the saving grace. 
Durakovic and Manny Gotis were solid and Dean Fak wore the 
dangerous Mile Sterjovski like a glove. For Parramatta, once they took 
over the midfield late in the game, they showed the class necessary to 
take them to the finals spot that they are aiming for. 

“Parramatta coach David Mitchell state after the game that he was 
disuppointed that his side didn’t win. “I am disappointed that we are 
Woking at 1-0 and couldn’t ge on with it. Gippsland cannot be taken for 
granted,” said the coach. 

Gippsland coach Jeff Hopkins was also disappointed at not taking the 
full three points, however, he was pleased at the opportunities created. 
“We created opportunities against a very strong team. We had to get 
something out of this game. We got one point, we hoped that it could 
have been three but this time it wasn’t to be,” remarked Hopkins. 


Rob Trajkovski: Star performance. 


Jason Batty had to be sharp in the Kingz goal on several occasions, 
making two fine second-half saves and racing off his line when Chris 
Zoricich’s through-ball split Lee Jones and Riki Van Steeden on the 
half hour. 

The Kingz also had their first half opportunities, with Suri and Perry 
both being denied by last-gasp tackles. 

Neither side backed away from the physical side of the game, and the 
central midfield battle was a particularly brutal one at times. 

The biggest advantage Sydney had was the Kingz’s lack of a 
playmaker in midfield to capitalise on the tremendous workrate of 
Harry Ngata. 

Counter-attacks were too laboured, except when they involved 
Marcus Stergiopoulos on the left, and too often ended with a hopeful 
Jong ball toward Suri or Elrick. 

With neither striker coming much above the shoulder of their 
marker, that was always a futile gesture. 

Having had the better of the game for the best part of an hour, 
Sydney could feel aggrieved at having the game tom away from them 
in the last 25 minutes. 

But some wasted chances did not help their cause, and when the 
Rufer-Campbell show started up there seemed precious few players in 
white shirts willing to man the ramparts. 

Baillie and Juric were honourable exceptions, but they did not get 
enough support from the midfield. 

Both goals came from allowing known dangermen too much space in 


“attacking situations, and Sydney paid the price. 


&) answ 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


outh Melbourne showed it is back in the hunt with renewed 

confidence and an impressive performance, beating the ten- 

man Melbourne Knights 4-0 at Somers St, former England 
legend Peter Beardsley included, 

Referee Mark Shield sent off Knights stopper Ransford Banini on 
the stroke of full time for a professional foul, but by then South had 
already secured victory. 

“We looked a bit scrappy in the first half,” South coach Ange 
Postecoglou said. 

“The players were a bit excited. It took us a while to settle down. It 
was a big day and a big build-up. The Knights are always difficult to 
beat at home, but we had an incentive to get into the six for the first 
time in the season,” he said. 

Postecoglou said the team wasn’t concentrating too much on 
Beardsley, who showed some class with a few deft touches but 
otherwise didn’t have a major impact on the game. 

“We just concentrated on what we were doing. We wanted to be 
solid and dictate terms. We weren’t worried about Beardsley, who is a 
quality player and he served his purpose. It was a big occasion,” 
South’s coach said. 

Knights coach Vlado Vanis said, “Losing 4-0, at home, in front of a 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


avid Aceski, Marconi’s elastic 22-year-old goalkeeper, made a 

magnificent flying save two minutes from fulltime, to cement a 

1-1 draw against the Newcastle Breakers last Sunday night at 
the Marconi Stadium. 

The alert Aceski tipped a threatening Andy Roberts rocketing on-target 
25-metre drive around his post that would have given the Newcastle 
Breakers victory. 

The blond pony-tailed Roberts had previously neutralised Marconi’s 
high scoring captain Brad Maloney by tracking’ him tightly. So effective 
was Roberts’ ‘Policeman’s’ job on Maloney that the Marconi midfielder 
was replaced by Kris Trajanovski in the 76th minute. 

Martconi’s Francis Awaritefe opened the score in the 53rd minute and 
Newcastle did not equalise till eight minutes from fulltime through 
midfielder Mark Wilson. 

The gangling Marconi striker Awaritefe who had been out of action 
since December 18th from the first team, came on eight minutes after the 
break to ignite action into his side by injecting the fire and penetration that 
had been missing. 

In fact it was Awaritefe that drew first blood, eight minutes from the bell 
when he climbed high to head a Danny Invincibile.cross virtually out of 
Bobby Catlin’s gloves. 

But with less than four minutes left on the clock the hungry 


record crowd, there are no excuses. Beardsley was all right. He didn’t 
make many mistakes. He is a class player. He had a shot on goal and 
Save some excellent passes. I decided to take him off and put on some 
fresh legs (Michael Reda), when we were two goals down and push 
forward. 

“But things didn’t work out for us. The players ran out of legs. We 
know where we stand. We'll have to fight to keep out of the danger 
zone, out of the bottom four. The finals were only a dream. We can’t 
change much now. 

We'll finish with the players we’ve got and 
we'll see after that (for next season),” he said, 

The early chances fell for the Knights after 
only two minutes. Paul Magic crossed on the 
tight, launching Adrian Cervinski, who 
connected poorly, glancing his soft header 
wide of the left post. 

Magdic dug another splendid cross out of a 
tight spot near the corner flag in the 24th only 
for Kelic to head over the bar, while 
Cervinski also. knocked the ball over from an Michael Curcija: 
Alex Kiratzoglou ball. Two goals. 

South was on target after 31 minutes, Played forward by Con Blatsis, 
Andy Vlahos put the ball through to Michael Curcija, who drove it hard 
on the turn into the hands of Knights ‘keeper Martin John. 

John Anastasiadis released a looping header over the bar from a 


Steve Isofidis cross five minutes before half time, signalling South’s 


looming breakthrough. 


Novocastrians hit back with a now precious equaliser from midfielder 
Mark Wilson. A clever Andy Harper through-balt to defender Glenn Sprod 
on the left was crossed into Marconi’s box. Following a scramble by the 
Marconi defence, Wilson was able to knock it into the target and thus split 
the points for his team. 

Marconi caught Newcastle a little by surprise as coach Eddie Kmcevic 
switched towering striker Alex Duric to a left wingback position to make 
toom for a new strike force of Sean Babic coupled with Harry Karl. Duric 
looked very good running at people from behind. 

Marconi did well without suspended sweeper Buddy Farah and left 
defender Brendan Renaud , whilst their 18-year-old first choice goalkeeper 
Michael Turnbull was left behind in Italy last week to train with giants 
A.S.Roma. 

In the 56th minute Newcastle giant goalkeeper Bobby Catlin brilliantly 
saved a deflected shot from Marconi’ striker Harry Karl. 

Newcastle had a great chance to open the score in the 67th minute but 
striker John Buonavoglia ballooned from close-range a square flat bail cut 
in by Travis Dodd. Marconi’ s Invincibile busted clear in the 72nd minute to 
send Christian Care away with a good pass, but Care who sent in a lobbed 
curling shot, watched in horror as the ball barely shaved the tight far post 
with Catlin well advanced. 

Aceski having a great game, again denied Newcastle joy by blocking a 
Travis Dodd point-blanker. 

‘The first session produced a lacklustre half with a Brad Maloney free 
Kick in the eighth going straight to Newcastle's goalkeeper Bobby Catlin, 
whilst a mistake by a Newcastle defender in the 27th minute allowed 
Marconi striker Harry Karl to scoot away to the by-line before clipping a 
cross inside to striker Sean Babic. But Babic blasted well over the cross-bar 


Two minutes into injury time, Trimboli knocked the ball into the 
area, where the Knights defence half-cleared. Curcija latched on to the 
ball and with a half-volley drove it home for the opening goal seconds 
before referee Mark Shield whistled for the break. 

With Beardsley visibly tiring and being substituted with Reda on the 
hour, the Knights reverted to a less glamorous line-up, but also allowed 
South to take the initiative. 

Trimboli unleashed a powerful shot just outside the area, that John 
blocked and Silic cleared. But it did launch a period of sustained South 
Melbourne pressure. p 

In the 62nd minute, Viahos pushed deep towards the goal-line and 
drove the cross low towards goal. Anastasiadis produced a blistering 
diving header, that sped past John at the near post for South's second 
goal. 

John made several excellent saves to prevent South from going 
further ahead. He pushed a Trimboli header for a corner and 
subsequently denied Trimboli a close-range shot from the comer-kick. 

David Clarkson sealed victory in the 82nd minute with a brilliant 
shot from 25 metres that curled into the top left comer well beyond 
John’s reach from a Goran Lozanovski back-heel pass. 

Curcija scored his second goal of the match with a penalty, after 
Banini brought down Anthony Magnacca (on for Trimboli after 76 
minutes) in the box just on 90 minutes. 

The Olyroo had also put Magnacca through and although John dived 
the right way, South’s talented striker calmly stretched the scoreline to 
4-0 with a confident spot-kick to give South an emphatic win. 


from just inside the box. 

Newcastle’s intelligent striker Andy Harper four minutes from the break 
almost drew first blood but his header from a Greg Owens’ cross was 
alertly tipped over the cross-bar by Aceski. 

Best performers for Marconi were goalie Aceski, right wingback Danny 
Invincible, left wingback Alex Duric central marker Mark Babic plus 
second half substitute Francis Awaritefe, whilst for the Breakers their best 
were the always intelligent and constructive striker Harper, midfielder 
Mark Wilson, ‘policeman’ Roberts and central sturdy marker Todd 
McManus. 

A very disappointed Newcastle coach Lee Sterrey later lamented: “We 
didn’t deserve to be out of the match chasing a 1-0 deficit, our midfielders 
have got to be in the box. For me it was very disappointing. Bobby (Catlin) 
should have come right out for that diagonal ball and done better. We 
should have had the three points but was pleased with the troupe even 
though we should have won the match. 

“Tn the first half we were a bit scared and we didn’t keep the ball well, 
but I suppose it was okay as a point at Marconi keeps us ‘on the road’,” 
ended Sterrey. 

Tn contrast the cool Marconi coach Eddie Kricevic opened up with: “I 
was please with Awaritefe (Francis) that he got a goal but he’s still missing 
sharpness, There were chances for both sides but credit to Catlin making 
that great one-handed save from Karl (Harry). End of the day it was a fair 
result, but I'm disappointed that in our last two home games we’ ve only got 
one point from six. Farah (Buddy) is still to come back into contention. We 
changed a few things around tonight and we hope to pick up a result next 
week. But Newcastle is a quality team and deserve to be there,” Krncevic 
summed up. 


ABSW PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Northern Spirit v Wollongong 


Adelaide v Sydney United 
3-D. Mori (AC) 3-M. Horsley 
2-C. Veart (AC) 2-D, Cervinski 
1-A. Vidmar (AC) 1-S. Young 


Non David Cervinski 


(ww) Andy Harper 


PROGRESSIVE POINTS 
AFTER ROUND 24 


(Wollongong Wolves) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 


_ Kingz v Sydney Olympic 
2 3-J. Peny 

2-J. Campbell 
' 1-B. Emerton 


-A. Vargas (GF) 
-M. Durakovic (GF) 
. Laybutt (PP) 


Knights v South Melbourne 


3-P. Trimboli (SM) 
2-P. Magdic (MK) 
-1-D. Clarkson (SM) 


Brisbane v Perth Glory 

3-R. Trajkovski (PG) 
2-C. Boutsianis (PG) 
1-A. Schwartz (PG) 


Marconi v Newcastle 

3-D. Aceski (MS) 
2-A. Harper (NB) 
1-M. Wilson (NB) 


Canberra v Carlton (Tues night) 


Playing tonight (Tuesday) 


Pablo Cardozo 
Angelo Costanzo 
Michael Curcija 
John Buonavoglia 
Mehmed Durakovic 
Con Boutsianis 
Lubo Lapsansky 
Andrew Crews 
Gabriel Mendez 
Gareth Naven 
Aurelio Vidmar 


(Sydney Olympic) 
(Adelaide City Force) 
(South Melbourne) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Gippsland Falcons) 
(Perth Glory) 
(Carlton SC) 
(Parramatta Power) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Perth Glory) 
(Adelaide City) 
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** ROUND FIVE WRAP xx« 


a 


ith a full round 
completed, the dice are 
falling early, showing 


Green Gully and Altona East 
teaders with St Albans and Preston 
in pursuit. 

While Green Gully gave Oakleigh a 
4-0 drubbing, Altona East held an in- 
fighting Bulleen to a scoreless draw, 

Since there won't be a second 
division of the national Jeague this 
yeas, the likeliligod of a top four finals 
play-off is on the cards, 


Victorian Soccer Federation chief 
executive Geoff Miles indicated as 
much at the launch of the VPL season, 
“The finals are a point of discussion 
among the clubs,” he said. 

Prize money for the season is 
$10,000 for the winner, $5,000 for the 
runner-up, $3,000 for third place 
getter and $2,000 for the club 
finishing fourth. 

Heidelberg United appears set for a 
quick return to division one of State 
League at this stage, together with 
Oakleigh Cannons, Both clubs were 
promoted [ast season, but aren't 


travelling well. Heidelberg lost 4-2 to 
Preston and Oakleigh proved cannon 
fodder for the Cavaliers. 

Altona Magic, Bulleen and 
Melboume Raiders are on five points 
and will need to improve. Port 
Melbourne, Fawkner and Bentleigh 
are steady performers, pressing for 
third and fourth places, 

‘The Greens let slip a two-goal lead 
against a ten-man Raiders to draw 2-2, 
while Port Melbourne bounced back 
with a 3-2 win over Altona Magic. 
Fawkner and the Saints settled for a 
1-1 draw. 


PANEV HAT-TRICK 
ROASTS BERGERS 


By George Koukeris 


acedonian striker Dimce 
Paney scored a scintillating 
hat-trick to lead Preston to 


a comfortable 4-2 victory over 
Heidelberg United at Goodyear 
stadium last Sunday. 

Panev netted his first in the eighth 
minute with a sturdy header into a long 
gap left wide open by Manny Papas 
from a Alex Josifovski cross, 

Four minutes later Joe Kozic drilled 
the ball forward to the right, where 
Paney took a direct hit to net his 
second, 

The shell-shocked Bergers regrouped 
and in the 15th minute, Arthur Tsonis 
‘brought United back into the game with 
an excellent header, 

The Bergers levelled from the 
penalty spot after Anton Kovacic had 
handled the ball in the area. Alfonzo 


Firsts 
Friday 3 March 2000 


Pt Melb Sharks ...3 Altona Magic .. 
(Zoran Todorovski, 
George Jolevski) 


(Jean Paul Knezevic 2, 
Nick Tsaltas) 


h 
Green Gully .....¥ 4 
(Sonny Sevin, Sash Becvinovski, 
George Svigos, own goal) 


Fawkner Blues ....1 
(Peter Psarros) 


Preston Lions ..... 4 


(Dimce Panev 3, 
Damian Everetts) 


14 


St Albans Saints 
(Kon Sianidis) 


Heidelberg Utd 
(Arthur Tsonis, 
Alfonzo Opazo) 


Opazo took the spot-kick with a 
powerful blast to restore the balance. 

But just four minutes into the second 
half, Damien Everetts struck Preston’s 
third goal, with Panev the provider, 
steering the ball through the Heidelberg 
defence. 


Making no mistake, Eyeretts slotted 
home to give Preston the upper hand 
again, 


Altona East ......0 


Bentleigh Greens . .2 
(Harry Micheil, 
Tom Karapatsos) 


Oakleigh Cannons ..... 0 


GreenGully ....5 
Fawkner Blues ....3 


Heidelberg United .....1 
Bulleen Zebras .......1 


Bentleigh Greens ..5 


Eriday 3 March 2000 
PtMelb Sharks ..3 Altona Magic 


Melbourne Raiders ....0 


in the 60th minute, the Lions sealed 
the game with a fourth goal and 
Panev’s third, Controlling a nice 
Everetts volley on the chest, Paney 
turned and dropped the ball on his boot 
for a top right corner crack. 

“Our boys played as a unit today and 
when they continue to play like that 
they can beat anybody,” Preston coach 
Dragi Basevski said. 

Basevski’s real test comes in round 
9, when the Lions play leader Green 
Gully at home, 

Meanwhile, Heidelberg has little to 
celebrate as yet, A dismal start to the 
season sees the club struggling at the 
bottom of the table with just one win in 
five matches. 

With matches against Altona East 
and Bentleigh Greens coming up, the 
Bergers will need vital points to stay 
afloat in the millennium season. 


LEAGUE LAD 
Melbourne Raiders ... 2 
(Lirim Salievski, 

Anthony Boschini) 
Reserves 


Oakleigh Cannons 
Pt Melb Sharks 
Melbourne Raiders 
Bulleen Zebras 
Altona Magic 

| Oakleigh Cannons 

| Heidelberg United | 


St Albans Saints ...... 
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Green Gully Cavaliers 5 


Preston Lions 
| Bentleigh Greens 


SHARKS TEAR 
INTO MAGIC 


when we need him”, as one committee 
member put it. 

_Tsolakis stayed on the bench against the 
J: in the nick time turbulence was Magic to steer his side to a narrow win. 


By Ber Bert van Bedaf 


avoided at the erratic Sharks, beating Nick Tsaltas headed the Sharks into the 
Altona Magic 3-2 last Friday night. lead after 16 minutes and Jean-Paul 
Following a string of losses, RaczaviomoddedlPonitonrtaos 


some committee members 4 goal advantage at the break. 
weren’t happy with player-coach | } An unmarked Knezevic 
Peter Tsolakis. The question was } secured the win by restoring a 
asked of him, do you want to W two-goal cushion, while 
play or coach? \ Altona’s Zoran Todorovski and 
George Jolevski made sure the 
Sharks didn’t get away without a 
scare. 


Meetings were held and it now 
seems Tsolakis is going to 
concentrate on coaching, although 
“the club is happy for Peter to play, 


GNJIDIC BUCKS DAVO 


soul searching in the Bulleen dressingroom 
afterwards. 

Harsh words were exchanged and Gnjidic 
is understood to have said he would no 
longer play for the Zebras as long as 
Davidson was coach. 

Gnjidic was left out of the team 
that drew 0-0 with Altona East last 
Sunday. With 20 minutes to go, 
striker Warren Spink came on 
for Vlad Babic, who is also 
believed to have joined the 
player revolt. 
Bulleen committee member 
Pat Saladino denied the 
walkout, but conceded everything 
‘wasn’t quite right at the Zebras, 
“Gnjidic was left out of the side 
today because of disciplinary reasons. 

“There were a few problems after last 
Monday night. There's been a meeting with 
Davidson last Tuesday. We've also held 
discussions with Gnjidic to hear what the 
concem is,” Saladino said. 


By Bert van Bedaf 


Il’s not well among the Bulleen 

Zebras. The herd is restless and 

one bull has already stomped out. 
Captain Danny Gnjidic clashed 
with coach Alan Davidson after 
Bulleen’s 2-2 draw with 
Preston last week on 
Monday night. 

Bulleen went ahead after 
11 minutes, through an own 
goal, but lost the lead at half 
time, when Dimce Panev 
struck for the Lions, 

When Dean Tartaglia was 
sent off after 58 minutes for a trip 
on Joe Kozic, Bulleen seemed doomed 
to struggle with 10 men. But former Preston 
captain Chnis Emsovski restored the lead for 
Bulleen against his erstwhile club, 

Anton Kovacic equalised for Preston with 
little time to spare, provoking some serious 
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Friday 10 March 2000 ; 
Oakleigh Cannons v Port Melbourne Sharks 
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Saturday 11 March 2000. 
Altona Magic v Fawkner Blues 


12 
St Albans Saints v Preston Lions 
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Monday 13 March 2000 
Bulleen Zebras v Bentleigh Greens 


on 


Heidelberg United v Altona East Phoenix 


IDO 
a 
Oo 


Meiboume Raiders v Green Gully Cavaliers 
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NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


EASTS SLAY SAINTS 


St George 2 
Eastern Suburbs 5 


By Julian Murphy 


astern Suburbs highly impres- 

sive 5-2 win at St George was 

almost ‘the one that got away’ 
from the Wanderers, 

The game was played in abominable 
conditions and was delayed for 10 min- 
utes early in the second half when Easts 
led 5-0. 

Much to the relief of the Easts camp 
play resumed and, even though they let in 
two goals, they got the three points they 
deserved. 

The rain began as the game com- 
menced as did the Saints misery, falling 
two goals behind before they had time to 
think, Yavuz Ekinci scored in the second 
minute after charging through the heart of 
the opposition defence, Saints custodian 
Les Bihari got a hand to his shot but it 
dribbled over the line before it could be 
cleared, 

In the sixth minute a Malcolm Nicholls 
cross found Craig Sharpley unmarked to 
head home off the post. The whole Easts 
outfit started well, their slick passing all 
the more impressive in such difficult con- 
ditions. 


Leichhardt Tigers 7 
Manly Warringah 0 


By Joe Russo 


eichhardt Tigers returned to 
winning ways with a 7-0 


Manly- 


thrashing of 
Warringah. 

After two consecutive 
losses, it was a complete 
demolition of their oppo- 
nents, 

The stars were undoubt- 
edly Joe Bruni and Steve 
Karavatakis. The former 
scored four, while the latter 
bagged three goals to com- 
pletely outclass their mes- 
merised adversaries, 

Karavatakis opened the scoring in 


Sutherland Sharks 
Penrith Panthers 


At the 30 minute mark Easts striker 
Peter Pullcino made a great run before 
finding the in form Jimmy Aschner to his 
left. Aschner scored with a left-foot shot 
from the edge of the area. The Saints 
defensive shortcomings became apparent 
again three minutes later when a corner 
that should have been cleared was slotted 
home by David Segreto from close range. 

Saints coach John Sentas brought on 
Angelo Petratos and Simon Verrender 
after the interval in attempt to tum things 
around for the home side. 

However, with the rain now bucketing 
down, Easts continued from where they 
left off. 

Aschner scored his second in the open- 
ing minute of the half to make it 
5-0 and to take his personal tally to seven 
goals in five weeks, 

Two minutes later it appeared that the 
home side were about to be handed a life- 
line, With the atrocious weather showing 
no sings of abating. Referee Larry 
Bittman ignored the Wanderers protests 
and ordered the players from the field. 

When play resumed Easts had lost 
their momentum and St George scored 
two quick goals which gave their fans 
some faint hope. Petratos scored after 
defender Nicholls lost his footing in the 
box and George Maglis added a second 
shortly afterwards. 


ise 
ninth minute, when the Manly defence 
failed to clear a Lansdown cross. 

Bruni struck in the 14th minute, after 
the ‘keeper could only parry a 
Lansdown shot and the former Marconi 
player, was on hand to head home his 
first for the game. 

In the 38th, after Hickman failed to 

control the ball, Bruni was gifted a goal 
and he cooly slotted past the Manly 
“keeper, 
In the second half it was all 
one way traffic again. In the 
64th, despite Manly claims 
for an offside, Karavatakis 
scored his second for the 
game. A delightful one-two 
between Karavatakis and 
Bruni in the 69th, ended 
with the latter scoring his 
side's fifth goal for the evening, 

In the 73rd, Karavatakis scored a 


WODOOHHOOHDOHSOOH 
NRWH ONS we 
HaNoosoODo> Ne 48 
OOAAAWANNOORONF 


Parramatta 
Blacktown City 


By Don O'Regan 


lacktown City Demons were 

knocked out of first place in the 

NSW Super League, losing 2-1 to 
arch-rivals Parramatta Eagles in their 
Round 9 match at Melita Stadium last 
Sunday. 

In a generally disappointing contest, the 
Eagles were able to extract partial revenge 
for their 5-1 shellacking at the hands of the 
demons in last year’s Grand Final. 

The game was barely five minutes old 
when Blacktown hit the front, Damien 
Foxe exploding down the left and finding 
Damien Brown whose well measured cross 
was firmly headed home by midfielder 
Chris Bradley, 

Bradley in particular was unlucky with 
two further attempts in the 26th and 33rd 
minutes and Jason Bennett saw his goal- 
bound effort in the 32nd minute cleared off 
the line by Daniel Borg, 

The Eagles for their part had only one 
first-half attempt of any seriousness when 
a long range, speculative drive by ex- 
Demon Scott Xuereb in the 15th minute 
was prevented from finding the target by a 
goal-line clearance by central defender 
Steve Riches. 

‘The second half was a much more even 
affair, especially after the Eagles grabbed 
an equaliser four minutes after the break, a 
long cross to Alex Trpkoski headed back to 
the far post for Adam Anderson to side 
foot in. 

Anderson went on to grab a second, and 
Parramatta’s winner, with only five min- 
utes of the game remaining, picking his 
spot when heading home Anthony 
Mittaga’s centre. 


wonderful solo goal having won the 
ball on the half-way line and finishing 
off the move with a delightful shot 
from just outside the area, which fin- 
ished in the top left hand corner of the 
Manly net. 

Bruni rounded off proceedings in the 
82nd with his fourth goal and his 
team’s seventh for the game. 


TOP SCORERS 
AFTER ROUND 9 


PLAYER CLUB GOALS 
Johnny Ghisso  Bonnyrigg 10 
Steve Karavatakis Leichhardt 10 


Joe Bruni Leichhardt = 8 
Jimmy Aschner Eastern Subs 7 
Mark Hagger Blacktown 6 
Nikola Joseski Parramatla ~ 6 
Adam Anderson Parramatta 6 


ABSW (2) 
=e 


Leichhardt Ti 
11/65/76m, 3 


7 (S Karavatakis 


(Y Ekinci pant 7400731871), Manly 
0 


Vandere kinci 2m, © 
6m, J Aschner 30/46m, D Segreti 33m) 


Bonnyrigg v Fairfield Bulls 
Macarthur v Sutherland 

St George v Easts 
Cant-Marr. v Central Coast 
Parramatta v Blacktown 
Penrith v Bankstown 
Leichhardt v Manly-Warr. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 5.00pm (1st Grade), 3.00pm (U215), 
1.00pm (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


Saturday 11 March 2000 


Sutherland Sharks v Canterbury Marrickville 
Seymour Shaw Park 
3pm (U18s), 5pm (U21s), 7pm (1st Grade) 
Central Coast Coasties v Parramatta Eagles 
Pluim Park 
2pm (U18s), 4pm (U21s), 6pm (ist Grade) 


Blacktown City Demons v Leichhardt Tigers 
Gabbie Stadium 
2pm (U18s), 4pm (U21s), 6pm (1st Grade) 


Sunday 12 March 2060 


Bankstown City Lions v St George Saints 
Jensen Park 


Eastern Suburbs v Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Wentworth Park 


Fairfield Bulls v Macarthur Rams 
Nineveh Field 


Manly Warringah Dolphins v Penrith Panthers 
Cromer Park 


Catch all the latest news on 
footbaikin NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 9 March! 


WWW-.soccernsw.com.au 
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Perth's Con Boutsianis tangles with Canberra’s Danny Burt. 


Feeling heavy: Newcastle's Mark Wilson has an extra weight on his 
shoulders. 


@ ABsw 


National Youth League 1999/2000 


NORTHERN DIVISION CROUND 24) 


SATURDAY 4 MARCH 2000 
Sydney United Colts .......0.. Sydney United .. 
(Jordan 48, 74, 77, 
Northern Spirit ............ 1 ...Wollongong Wolves .......... ag 
(A Griffiths 50) (Lucas 54) 
OAS tefesicicictelsiny: s+e+eeee? «».Wollongong Wolves Colts .....2 


(Miner 1, 16, 41, 48, Dreger 19, 
Drake 31, Invincibile 75) 


(Zakilas 49, Keramea 51) 


Northern Spirit Colts ...... 0... Sydney Olympic 
BiBeaaeens weceenevavn vod sc NS WLS, ...525 
(Prentice 59) (Camey 90) 
SUNDAY 5 MARCH 2000 


Sydney Olympic Academy ..1 ...Newcastle Breakers Colts......2 
(Gasper 10) (Wheeler 3, Haynes 88) 


TUESDAY 7 MARCH 2000 

A.C.T.A.S. y Marconi Stallions Colts (Bruce Stadium - 5.00pm) 
Marconi Stallions v Newcastle Breakers (Match deferred) 

Bye - Parramatta Power 


PWD SB L F A Pts 
Parramatta Power 2:16 4 2 2 6217 52 
Northern Spirit 23: 16 4 Selby 3) 70 26 52 
Sydney Olympic 22.13 4 2 5 57 30 43 
QAS. 22.13, 2) 2. 7 (63p36ual 
Newcastle Breakers 2L 13 1 6 4125840 
ALS. 22,012 3 i Fee 66n32639) 
Marconi Stailions 18 12 0 1 6 50 24 36 
Sydney United 2b. > TIO 35, 39834, 
Wollongong Wolves 7 SSeS ad at) eek) 2 
ACT.AS. Pe ee se et) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 233.9 2 1 12 36 44 29 
Sydney Olympic Academy 2B t 2 13) secs 
N.S.W.LS. 208 Sk) a 34837, 20 
Marconi Stallions Colts 2.5 4 #1 «13 34 61 19 
Northern Spirit Colts 3 Si We ges? 
Sydney United Colts 2S 33 Bele MSs 22) Sarel2 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 20° @ 2 1 18 NisOOmee 

By Theo Ketsaros 


record, what was in the end, a convincing 4-0 win. The Colts 
held their rivals scoreless in the first half but could not 


withstand the second half assault on their goal. 

Steven Jordan started the ball rolling three minutes after the break 
before Steven Ralevski, formerly with the Colts, doubled the lead after 
54 minutes. Two further strikes from Jordan in the 74th and 77th 
minutes sealed the result for the Youth. 

At Christie Park, the early game between the Northern Spirit and the 
Wollongong Wolves ended in a i-1 draw. The Wolves have fought back 
well in the past few months after a horror run of losses early in the 
season, 

Adam Griffiths put the Spirit into the lead in the 50th minute but the 
joy was short lived. Jay Lucas replied for the Wolves within five 
minutes to set up an interesting finale. The teams had to be content with 
a point apiece as neither side could find that elusive winner. With the 
point gained, the Spirit have moved into equal top spot on the league 
ladder for the first time this season. 

The late game at Christie Park ended scoreless as the Northern Spirit 
Colts held Sydney Olympic to 2 0-0 draw. Olympic have found scoring 
difficult of late and once again failed to live up to expectations. The 
Spirit Colts have also struggled of late but are a team that may spring a 
surprise if they perform well. 

A five-goal first half sealed a big 7-2 win for the Q.A.S. over the 
Wollongong Wolves Colts. The victory included a 4-goal haul to league 
top scorer Russell Miner. Miner has now bagged 20 goals for the second 
consecutive season. 

It took Miner less than a minute to add to his growing tally. He also 
found his scoring touch in the 16th, 41st and 48th minutes; For the 
Q.A.S., Daniel Dreger, Lawrence Drake and Gino Invincibile, younger 
brother of Marconi’s Danny Invincibile, recorded singles. 

The Wolves Colts made a game of it in the second half and were 
rewarded with two early goals. Dimitri Zakilas scored in the 49th 
minute and Sam Keramea struck after 51 minutes. The second half 
ended 2-2 but the damage was already done. 

The clash of the Institutes at the A.I.S. Soccer Field ended in 1-1 draw 
courtesy of a late equaliser for the N.S.W.LS. These matches are always 
competitive and this one was no exception, The 0-0 half time score is 
testimony to that. 

Mitchell Prentice gave the A.IS. the advantage when he found the net 
in the 59th minute, Just when it seemed that the hosts would hang on for 
a much needed victory, David Camey struck back in stoppage time to 
steal a point. 

The Newcastle Breakers scored a late winner to snatch a 2-1 away 
victory over the Sydney Olympic Academy. The visitors led after just 
three minutes via a Paul Wheeler strike but the Olympians levelled in the 
10th minute through Robert Gasper. 

The match seemed destined to end in a draw until Peter Haynes found 


the back of the net to steal the game for the Breakers. 

The A.C.T.A.S. and Marconi Stallions Colts clash will be played on 
Tuesday evening at the Bruce Stadium. The Marconi Stallions and 
Newcastle Breakers encounter was deferred due to the Stallions’ 
involvement in the Viareggio Youth Tournament in Italy. 


ROUND 25 


FRIDAY 10 MARCH 2000 
Newcastle Breakers v Sydney Olympic Academy 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.15pm) 


SATURDAY 11 MARCH 2000 
Wollongong Wolves Colts v Parramatta Power 
(Brandon Park No. 2 - 4.00pm) 
Marconi Stallions Colts v Q.A.S. (Marconi Stadium - 4.00pm) 


SUNDAY 12 MARCH 2000 
Marconi Stallions v Q.A.S. {Rd 18] 
(Marconi Stadium - 4.00pm) 
Sydney United v A.C.T.A.S. 
(Sydney United Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 
Sydney Olympic v A.LS. 
(Belmore Sports Ground ~ 4.00pm) 
Wollongong Wolves v Northern Spirit Colts 
(Brandon Park - 4.00pm) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v Sydney United Colts 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.00pm) 
N.S.W.LS. v Marconi Stallions 
{Match deferred) 

Bye - Northern Spirit 


LEADING SCORERS 
QAS. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 15) 


WEDNESDAY 1 MARCH 2000 

Fawkner Blues .........+- 3... Preston Lions 
(Ben Menzies 2, (Zoran Alexoski) 
Ben Cunningham) 


SATURDAY 4 MARCH 2000 
(David Terek 2, 

Simon Storey, Ricky Chillico, 
Michael Sham-Yuen) 
Gippsland Falcons ...... 
(Tony Pardo, Igor Stojanac, 


- Bulleen Inter ....... ebtGr ated! 
(Adam Curcija) 


-..3...Albury Wodonga .. 


Milos Petrevski) 
SUNDAY 5 MARCH 2000 
Melbourne Knights ........ 1...South Melbourne ..........+ 2 
(Anthony Pelikan) (Tasso Psonis, Rade Culibrik) 
Carlton ...0-..0>.sscese 5...Melb Knights Academy ....... 0 
(Joshua Kennedy 2, Steve Martin 2, 
Andrew Packer) 
South Dandenong v Bye 

P WODOL EF A Pt 
Carlton 14) Thess" 50) 528) 136 
VIS 4 $10 1 3 40 12 31 
Bulleen Inter Kings SUS 2 See oS c cae 
Melbourne Knights IES ey ST ra ed 
South Melbourne 2 OSes ele | 
Gippsland Falcons 13016 Siete 26 cS eel 
South Dandenong Ve he By) RG el lik} 
Fawkner Blues 135 74°) SE Ge tei eas 
Melbourne Knights Academy 12 3 0 9 10 24 9 
Albury Wodonga 14. 2 2 10 18 49 38 
Preston Lions 14. WR ele 1S 164. 
18 


ROUND 16 


Saturday 11 March 2000 
VIS v Gippsland Falcons, (Grange Reserve, 4 pm) 
Carlton v Albury Wodonga, (Anderson Park, 4 pm) 


Sunday 12 March 2000 
South Dandenong v Melbourne Knights, (George Andrews Res, 4 pm) 
Melbourne Knights Academy v South Melbourne, 
(Knights Stadium, 4pm) 
Bulleen Inter v Preston Lions, (Mahoneys Reserve, 4 pm) 
Fawkner Blues v Bye 


By Roy Hay 


Cin: continued on its way at the head of the Southern 
Divison with 5-0 win over Melbourne Knights Academy. 
Carlton led 2-0 at the break, but the Academy had its best 
spell just after the interval. Then when Carlton’s third goal went in 
the resistance was broken and the final score might have been 
higher. Carlton’s goals came from Joshua Kennedy, outstanding in 
the game for his poise and strength, Steve Martin, each of whom 
scored twice, and Andrew Packer. 

The Victorian Institute of Sport overcame third placed Bulleen Inter 
by 5-1. David Terek gave the VIS a flying start in five minutes but that 
was the only goal of a tight first half. Simon Storey scored in the 51st 
minute, but Adam Curcija pulled a goal back for Bulleen within a 
minute. It was still pretty evenly balanced until 78 minutes had gone 
when Terek got his second, quickly followed by Ricky Chillico and 
newcomer Michael Sham- Yuen. 

South Melboume had a close fought 2-1 win over Melbourne Knights 
at Knights Stadium, The home team took the lead through a penalty con- 
verted by Anthony Pelikan in the first-half. Coach John Kennedy 
teminded some of his experienced players of their responsibilities at 
half-time and the Blues were transformed after the interval, Tass Psonis 
scored in 51 minutes and Rade Culibrik followed up with a second five 
minutes later to put the Blues in front. Thereafter both sides had chances 
to score but neither could beat the opposing defences and it finished at 
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2-1. 

Gippsland Falcons overcame a tired Albury Wodonga by 3-0 at Mobil 
Stadium. The borderers travelled down on the day and this seemed to 
take something out of their play, but to be fair the Falcons passed the 
ball around well and would have tired any side on the day. 

Ross Duckworth was a consistent skipper but the whole team was 
much better balanced than it has been. Tony Pardo’s fourth minute goal 
was the perfect start and Igor Stojanac added a second in 59 minutes. 
Milos Petrevski scored the third in 78 minutes. 

Finally Fawkner Blues accounted for Preston Lions by 3-1. Two 
quick goals in the 15th and 16th minutes more or less determined the 
outcome. Ben Menzies got the first and Ben Cunningham the second. 
Menzies scored a third just before half-time. The young Lions kept 
plugging away in the second half and got a little reward through Zoran 
Alexoski in 83 minutes. 


Cannclo Impiombato 
Josip Lonearic 

Ali Ibrahim 

Anthony Magnaeca 
Mark Tsiorias 


Melbourne Knights 
Preston Lions 
South Melbourne 
VIS 


DAAAUE AAD BIO www Se 


aesw (&} 


UNIOR SOCCER 


A BRAIN F OR FOOTBALL 


Teverse, to include a fairytale ending. the greatest moments and goals of bis 
aac aata But since then, Louis has settled back’ short career to date. 

in South Adelaide and at Adelaide City “| remember how Dino’ Mennilio told 
ust over three months ago, Force where he has been playing solid me that he scored on his debut,” recalling 


Saturday November 27 to be soccer in the team’s chase for an unl talk which Louis the inspi- 
exact, an Australia soccer team : phic ets ge ie 


achieved what no other had done bend brgie ee 
& Brain, who only migrated with his par- Adelaide, Auckland and current 
before it, as the national Under 17 ents to Australia from Wollongong Wolves star. 


team, also known as the v Birmingham in England “The ball was cleared outside the box 
Joeys, reached 2 e ee ight years ago, 1s set- and V got to it and hit il and next thing it 
World Cup final. thing down nicely was in the back of the net,” an excited 
Coach Les 3 at City follow- Louis remembers. 
Schienflug ingthehighof  _-—- But since that memorable debut, 
moulded 19 of New Zealand Adelaide has fallen off the pace. The 
Australia’s best : 99 although the club's elimination from last year’s finals 
Under 17 players, turning young striker is still unable race by the Perth Glory followed by the 
the boys into giant killers, = > to secure a full time starting clubs relative slow start to the current 
team that had no fear and ultimate- position at the Adelaide club. season. 
ly, a team that were only inches away However, this is no deterrent to Louis However, with less than a dozen - : 
from winning a World Cup, a feat that 20 who knows his time will come sooner games to go, Louis knows that the team Word Cop rer Up & dejected Lai ran Numb 8 ad 
one in their wildest dreams bad expected, father than tater and when it does, Louis is still capable of making the finals, a feat sepied after winning silver. 
Tea rae is set to take his chance with both hands. that would make this already extraordi- dmc asain is sim- 
_ One such player who was part “| haven't been starting, I think that 1 just that much more special. ple but effective. “Always work hard at 
historic team is Adelaide City's YOURE have been playing well but if I am given reine se spirit between the play- your goals und never lose sight of them.” PERSONALITY 
striker, Louis Brain, who looking back at the chance, [ will be prepared to take it.” ers growing by the day, Louis says the And in the example of Louis, the goals : 
the tournament still feels amazed at the 1 feeling of commitment and fighting spirit that he currently has in mind are those Amold Schwarzenegger 
; he felt during the Jocys nm through the that are being guarded by the opposition  Kayourite Comedian: Jim Caney 
U/I7 World Cup is now amognst the keeper, and asa striker he knows thut hit —ayourite Magazine: Inside Sport 
players at City. ting the back of the net is what coach — Rgyourite Food: Spates ohne 
“We had a player meeting last week, Zoran Matie is looking for, Favourite Drink: 
we spoke about lifting team morale and Louis has proved that when called Favourite TV Show: Jerry Hod 
basically the fecling was that we are will- upon, his skill and composure far away 
ing to die for each other, like the Jocys overwhelms that expected of a normal 
were willing to do,” 17-year-old, but to be fair to Louis, he is 


enough to win and with every game our 
confidence began fo rise. 

“Although we made the final, we put 
three and a half years towards it. The loss. 
in the final was the worst fecling of my 


If you had three wishes, what would 
be? 


i not a nonmal 4 r i 
life but afterwards { realised whal we bad ma Hester edeg bgletemoee pli Basin ppc talent; talent 1: BE One of the best players in Europe 
all gained,” recalls Brain. ~ rar i hieseif and Bis Joeys daring who will undoubtedly repeat his heroics 2: Reverse the result in U/17 World Cup 
And when talking to Brain about that their New Zealand campaign by former for the Joeys and Adelaide bat this time fisal to become champions 
historic day late last November, the 17- coach Les Schienflug, With the Socceroos in years 10 come. 3: Play int the Seajor World Cup 
year-old still gets emotional about the ‘And as Louis recalls, the respect and 
final against the Brazilians. ; 
“The whole team was pumped up bors for ther “Bost” i Psricnsa ee PROFILE THE PEERS 
going into the final following the trouble Schienflug, is something that gave the Name: Louis Carl Brain Favourite Overseas Player: 
eset il dette ae team confidence in their conch, without DOB: 95182 Lo eels 
played?” Louis Brain: High achiever. fear of being chastised should they have Foot: Right Favourite Overseas Team: Liverpool 
dent where an spat on one Of Injury may algo have played a part in made a bad decision. Bye Colour: Bive Favourite Aussie based Overseas: 
Brain's teammates during the!2-1 loss in the limited use of Louis so far this season “Our respect for the “Boss” is enor- Hair Colour: Blond Hany Kewell” 
the qualifying round to the eventual tour- ag the striker has missed almost half of mous. When we got to the World Cup, he Position Played: Midfield/Striker Favourite Home based Aussie: 
eae oS to ipsa the team’s games. made us realise what type of players we Current Club: Adelaide City Force s os ove 
2 nite his mi i avourite z ilan fvanovic 
sad ee Leh eee But despite his misfortune through — were which gave us confidence, 


Natng injury, Louis has impressed many at the “He didn’t even have to earn our Fayourite Midfielder: Paul Gascoigne 
“During the game we Kept pushing. chub although it didn’t take him long to respect. and he sil hes so much to ive.” ACHIEVEMENTS favourite Striker: Michael Owen 
and during the half-time break in extra- go that, in fact it took him exactly 42 which Louis admired greatly which pro- Scoring on First grade debut for Fayourite Goalkeeper: David Seaman 


lime, because of our superior fitness, We minutes against the Brisbane Strikers as — vided a feeling amongst all the players Adelaide City Major Influences: My Pareats 
were confident of winning.” he made his NSL debut at Hindmarsh 6 that brought the boys together to fight for Scoring goal vs, Bahrain which sent 

_ But the rest ax they say is history, a March 12, 1999, each other no matter what. Australia into World Youth w ™ 
big piece of history which Louis and his Louis in his debut NSL performance And the advice that Louis has for Championships .& 
fellow teammates wish they could — for City, scored what be says is one of those wanting to reach the high levels Playing in the World U/17 World Cup Nas 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR SOCCER TEAM 
PUBLISHED IN 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY. 
AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR PHOTOS TOO. 
SEND PHOTOS TO THE EDITOR, 

AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, PO BOX 155, 

MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475. 
OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO 

soccerweekly@hotmail.com 

*All photos will be returned 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


NIGERIA’S LATE 


By Janene Mar 


WITHDRAWL 


‘eanwhile, women’s football in Nigeria 
Me= the threat of extinction unless they 
can overcome the spread of Islamic 
Sharia law. 
Under the Sharia law, it is ‘unislamic’ for 
females to play soccer. 
Zamfara in the north-west is the first 
state to adopt Sharia law, meaning 


toe, and men and women ate often 
segregated. 

Zamfara’s government has plans to 
build a new stadium with separate stands 
for men and women, whilst other northern 
states also consider taking on the system. 

Followers of Islam are predominant across the 
northern regions of Nigeria, whilst the south is 
populated mainly by Christians. 


For the past decade, Nigeria has made a concerted 
effort to develop women’s soccer and this is now 
bearing fruit on the world stage with results even 
they would not have expected. 

A fifth placing at the World Cup and Olympic 
Games conipetition to consolidate their 
standing is surely a cue for a new boom 
in the sport’s progress. Hopefully 

women’s soccer will have the strength 
to successfully take on these huge 


hurdles. 


last November. 


ALGARVE CUP TIME 


off on March 12 in the Algarve region of 
Portugal. 

This year’s 8-nation lineup includes four nations 
in preparation for the Olympics. 

Group A consists of USA, Sweden, Denmark, and 
Portugal, whilst Group B is made up of China, 
Norway, Canada, and Finland. Playoff matches and 
the final are scheduled for March 18. 


T= annual prestigious Algarve Cup kicks 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smymis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


[Smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 


Tel: (02) 9552 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 


Tet: (02) 9522 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


Despite their impeccable record, the Algarve Cup 
is the one title which has eluded the mighty USA in 
their five attempts to date, 

New US Coach April Heinrichs assembled a 
squad of 29 players, a mixture of old and new, from 
which she will have selected her Algarve Team of 18 
to depart for Portugal today (Tuesday), 


Meanwhile, four of Nigeria’s 
successful World Cup Team are now 
making a professional cateer at Tus 

Niederkirchen, in Germany’s first division. 

Defenders Kikelomo Ajayi, Eberechi Oparaku, 
midfielder Gloria Usieta, and striker Nkechi Egbe, 
all aged in their early 20°s, successfully trialled there 


NIGERIA'S LATE 


WITHDRAWAL FROM TOUR 


igeria has thrown a 
menacing spanner in 
the works of the 


Olympic 
preparations by withdrawing 
from their tour to Australia 
thus forcing cancellation of the 
Three-Test Series scheduled 


Matildas’ 


for 17-22 March. 


the double honour 


Olympic Games. 


Falcons’ 


A fax letter received just last 
Friday from the Nigerian 
Football Association cited 
‘financial difficulties’ for their 
inability to tour, despite having 
assembled their National Team 
in camp in readiness to make 
their first ever trip downunder. 

‘The Super Falcons’ -finished a 
mightily impressive fifth place at 
the 1999 World Cup, their 
unexpected result earning them 
of 
qualification for this year’s 


11th in 1995 and 10th in 199}. 

The Matildas are naturally 
very disappointed with the news, 
having focused all their recent 
work around playing the African 
champions. 

With just six months 
Temaining, it has thrown the 
long-arranged schedule into 
disarray, leaving a long period 
without vital international 
competition and denying the 


They were indeed the surprise 
team of the World Cup. The 
colourful 
unpredictability saw them come 


back from a three-goal deficit to 


fans around the world. 


force favourites Brazil into extra-.- 
time in their World Cup quarter- 
final, winning them many new 


Nigeria are one of a select 
group to have competed in ail | S rs 
three Women’s World Cups to 
date, but before 1999, they had 
never won a match, finishing 


players the opportunity towards 
which they had set their goals 
and were utilising as a significant 
step towards Olympic selection. 
The now vacant tournament 
period will likely be filled by a 
training camp at an interstate 
venue, whilst another opponent 
will hopefully be secured for a 
test series in late April/early 


Nigerian striker Nkechi Egbe (left) with Brazilian defender 
Nene in the Women’s 1999 World Cup. Egbe is now playing 
professionally in Germany. 


HANGES FOR NATIONAL TITLE 


everal changes have been 

introduced for the AWSA 

National Championships 
commencing this year. 

The most significant is the change 
of age groups for the Junior and 
Youth titles. 

The Juniors will now be an Under 
14 championship, whilst the Youth 
event will be contested as an Under 
17 tournament. 

For the 2000 events, this translates 


into players born in 1986 or later for 
Junior, and players born in 1983 or 
later for the Youth, 

In another move, the event 
previously known as the National 
Senior Championship will from now 
on be called the Millman Cup. 

For the first time, an age criteria 
has been placed on the Open event, 
with the 2000 tournament open to 
players bom in 1982 or earlier. 

With many events rescheduled to 


accommodate the September 
Olympics, the 2000 Junior and 
Youth championships will be held 
concurrently at the one venue on 
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, 2-8 
July. 

The First Millman Cup will also 
be held on the exact same dates in 
the Melbourne suburb of 
Cheltenham. 

At this stage, six teams are 
confirmed for the Millman Cup, 


whilst the Queensland event is set to 
be the biggest interstate event ever 
held. 

Ten teams will contest the Junior 
titles including invited team NSW 
Country, together with 11 for the 
Youth event which includes invited 
sides NSW Country and New 
Zealand. 


CHINA TOO STRONG FOR RUSSIA 


hina are racking up their 
number of internationals in 
preparation for the 
Olympic Games, their latest being 
twa solid victories over Russia. 
World Cup runners-up China 
opened the home friendlies on 23 
February with a 4-2 win, both sides’ 
lineups closely resembling those 
from USA ‘99, although Chinese 
superstar Sun Wen started on the 
bench. Before a crowd of 8,000, 
China attacked early, but it was the 
visitors who scored first, Larissa 
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Savina breaking the Chinese offside 
trap in the 23rd minute. 

Jin Yan soon. equalised for China, 
and the home side attacked at will. 
Poor finishing however prevented 
them taking the lead until 10 minutes 
into the second half, Zhang Ouying 
the scorer. 

Russia battled on and drew back 
level at 2-2 through a Natalia 
Barbachina freekick with 10 minutes 
remaining. 

Substitute Sun Wen then helped 
pull China to victory with a goal 


followed by a Natalia Karasseva own 
goal for the final 4-2 scoreline. 

Three days later, China asserted 
their authority with an emphatic 5-0 
drubbing of the visiting Russians, 
again with Sun Wen on the bench. 
Scorers were Zhang Ouying with 
two, and Jin Yan, Zhao Lihong and 
Bai Lili. 

China kicked off their Olympic 
year in January competing in the 
Hong Kong four-nations tournament 
against hosts Hong Kong whose 
team was filled with former Chinese 


internationals, South Korea, and 
(guess who) Nigeria, South Korea 
were a late replacement for the world 
number three nation Brazil. 

China predictably won the 
tournament, comfortably accounting 
for Nigeria in the final with a 3-1 
scoreline. 

The sharpshooting Zhang Ouying 
came off the bench to slot away two 
goals, with Sun Yen the other scorer. 

Hong Kong finished third with a 
2-0 win over the Koreans. 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne Brisbane 400 
Phone: (07) 3252 532 @ Fax: (07) 3252 1137 


fen QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERATION 


XXXX LEAGUE 


By Glenn Davis 


three weeks old, but already last year’s 
grand final winners Brisbane City are stak- 
ing an early claim for the premiership. 

After three rounds, Brisbane City are the only side 
to win every game giving former national league 
player Danny Wright a dream start to his fledgling 
coaching career. 


T Queensland Premier League is only 


IPSW Knights v B'berg Waves easels es OPM 
ee ae 


DIVISION ONE SOUTH 


Wright, who spent his entire senior career playing 
in the national Jeague in Brisbane and Melbourne, 
came up trumps in arguably his side’s biggest match 
of the season — away to Rochedale at Underwood 
Park. 

Brisbane City had the home advantage when they 
accounted for arch rivals Brisbane 
Lions 2-0 in their other acid test 
of the season the previous round. 

Brisbane City scored a goal in 
each half for a deserved 2-0 win 
against the Peter Bannon coached 
Rochedale to give themselves a 
three point lead at the top of the 
table, 

Former Brisbane Strikers’ utili- 
ty Chris Slater, who found the net 
three times in the opening two 
rounds, added another to his early 
season tally along with Al 
Cameron. 

Ipswich Knights have been the teague’s 
surprise packets after upsetting last year’s premiers 
Rochedale 3-1 in the opening round before thumping 
Mt Gravatt 5-0 in round two. 

However, Ipswich coach Frank Pimblett expected 
a much tougher game against the lowly placed 
Toowoomba and that’s exactly what happened with 
the Knights going down 2-0, 

Toowoomba, who draw 1-1 with Mt Gravatt in the 
first round before losing 2-0 to Bundaberg, took a 
surprise 1-0 lead at half time following a Colin 


BRISBANE CITY 


P W D OL GF AG Pts P W OD L GF AG Pts 
Brisbane City 3 35, (0) 0/5 Sian teen Olympic Utd Seo OF 10) slilea2eerg: North Star 
IPSW Knights 3) 2he Oceel. © 85 1 Smo Eastem Subs Si2) olke O; a 4eeaa 7, Mitchelton 
Wynnum yale 20) pe: Acacia Ridge om | Ll Wo 6" Gy 4 North Pine 
B'Berg Waves en! a i Ge ar oe Beenleigh zee 0° A eG eS Newmarket 
Toowoomba Utd ree, PS ei) ee Souths Utd ee Ope 2 On 2 22) Uni of Qld 
Mt Gravatt Sle ls 1 * Ae Ghee a. Redlands Utd 2, ple) Wiad |, ees 1 Pine Rivers Utd 
Rochedale Rov Se le OL 2, 15 Suen Capalaba 2, @ On stl Piling 2 1 Grange Thistle 
Gold Coast Se Omen: 2. ae Sn eS Rocklea Utd Ze ‘Ong ele oe Albany Creek 
Brisbane Lions fo Fang 1) eh PE) ae Slacks Creek OS el 2s Oma The Gap 
Taringa Rovers ONS LT Bs 1 
ROUND 3 
ROUND 3 
Dlacksi@reckyeeractsta ci: 5 I EastenySuDSacrjerid-tie is Mitchelton... . 
Taringa Rovers Capalaba ..... «1 Olympic United . North Star .... 
IPSW Knights . . . Acacia Ridge ESOUCHS ITC eter oe Grange Thistle . . . 
Wynnum ...... Rocklea Utd (Playing Sunday Night) Albany Creek 
Brisbane City . Redlands Utd - bye ° 


WRIGHT FORMULA 


Brisbane City Running Hot 


Hackwood goal. 

Craig McConnell added the second after the break 
for Toowoomba to give them their first win of the 
season. 

The Gold Coast were anchored with no points at 
the bottom of the table going into the tough road trip 
to Bundaberg but also managed to 
come away with their first win of 
the season against The Waves. 

Gold Coast, who has suffered 
an exodus of players in the off- 
season, picked up the points fol- 
lowing a Steve Fitzsimmons first- 
half goal for a 1-0 win. 

Gold Coast lost Shane 
Steffanuto, Peter Grierson, Peter 
Dwyer, Shane Smeltz to the 
Brisbane Strikers while midfielder 
Sark Bennett returned to England 

Eddie Lees moved to Sydney. 
injury hit Taringa Rovers and 
Brisbane Lions remain the only winless 
sides in the league. 

Taringa crashed 3-0 to Mt Gravatt following a Joel 
Smith strike and a double from Brendan Seipel while 
Brisbane Lions shared the points in a scoreless game 
against Wynnum Wolves. 

Brisbane Lions’ coach John Ogden left Taringa 
last year for Brisbane Lions and took with him 10 
Taringa players after a cleanout at Lions Stadium. 

Ironically, Brisbane Lions’ only point of the sea- 
son came in the first round clash when they drew 1-1 
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Pine Rivers Utd - bye 


with Taringa. 

After going down 2-0 to Brisbane City in round 
two and sharing the points against Wynnum, 
Brisbane Lions are second last on the table, only one 
point ahead of bottom placed Taringa. 

The Willie Wallace coached Taringa have had a 
horrid run of injuries so early in the season and are 
confident things will pick up when players return. 


Shane Steffanuto: Big loss for Gold Coast. 


you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? Even if it happened years ago, you can have 


the photo published in ABSW. Send photos to: 
The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 


P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 

*All photos will be returned 
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Argentine Hernan Crespo extended the lead from 
close range in the 35th minute and then sealed the 
points with a penalty on the stroke of halftime for his 


Juventus’ Edgar Davids in action against 
Bari, Juventus won 2-0. 


SUVENTUS 2 
BARI 0 


uventus stay four points clear at the top of 

Serie A after a comfortable victory over mid- 
table Bari. 

Antonio Conte opened the scoring in the 42nd 
minute after neat work from Alessandro Del Piero 
end then Del Piero secured the points from the penal- 

spot after Filippo Inzaghi was brought down inside 
the area by Matteo Ferrari, 


LECCE 0 
LAZIO 1 


azio kept in touch with Juventus thanks to a 
spectacular 37th minute strike from Czech 
Pavel Nedved. 

Argentine Juan Veron struck the woodwork with 
long-range free-kicks in both halves but Lazio had a 
let-off when Lecce striker Cristian Lucarelli missed a 
great chance, pushing the ball out of play as he 
tounded Lazio ‘keeper Luca Marchegiani. 


AC MILAN 1 
INTER MILAN 2 


deserved victory for Inter who took the lead 
AS Ivan Zamorano, two minutes before 
the break, when the Chile international slotted 
home an Alvaro Recoba cross. 

Inter doubled their lead in the 63rd minute when 
Clarence Seedorf and Zamorano linked up well to set 
up Luigi Di Biagio’s fine right-foot shot. 

Milan pulled one back in the final minute with an 
Andriy Shevchenko penalty after Massimo 
Ambrosini was judged to have been tripped by Dario 
Simic. 


PARMA 3 
REGGINA 0 


ended a run of eight games without a 
win, with a convincing victory. Parma got off 
to a great start when Diego Fuser latched on to a 


16th goal of the season. 


AS ROMA 1 
TORINO 0 


R= wasted half a dozen good chances in a 
frustrating first half with Vincenzo Montella 
the main culprit. 

But the deadlock was broken in the 66th minute 


when Marco Delvecchio’s left-foot shot flew in off 


the post to help Roma stay in the chasing pack. 


VENEZIA 1 
PERUGIA 2 


N“ Amoruso headed in a Dimitri Alenichey 
cross in the 32nd minute to give Perugia the 
lead. 

Former Milan striker Filippo Manieri equalised for 
Venezia in the 57th minute but Perugia move into 
10th place thanks to a 73rd minute winner from 
Massimiliano Cappioli. 


VERONA 0 
BOLOGNA 0 


erona stay in the relegation zone after a frus- 
trating afternoon against mid-table Bologna. 
Verona had the better of the chances but Brazilian 
Adailton missed two good opportunites to secure 
three vital points. 


FIORENTINA 2 
PIACENZA 1 


bel Balbo grabbed the opener for Fiorentina 
volleying in an Angelo Di Livio cross in the 
58th minute - four minutes after he came on as a 
substitute. 
Rui Costa extended the lead with a fine solo strike 


AC Milan's Andrly Sherchenko races away in 
the Milan Derby. Inter won the match 2-1. 


in the 81st minute, before Arturo Di Napoli grabbed a 
consolation for Piacenza a minute from time, having 
four minutes previously seen his penalty saved by 
Francesco Toldo. 


UDINESE 5 
CAGLIARI 2 


dinese were 2-0 up after strikes from 
Massimo Margiotta and Martin Jorgensen 
but Cagliari fought back with goals from Luis 
Oliveira and Fabio Macelleari. 
Udinese ran away with the game in the final 20 
minutes thanks to two goals from Stefano Fiore and 
an excellent finish from Roberto Muzzi. 


Roma's Marco Delvecchio Is congratulated by teammates after scoring the winner against 
Torino. 


back-heel from Ariel Ortega and slotted home. 
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By. 


‘After the recent game, between Basi and Torino, 
at the San Nicola Stadium in Bari, ane of the worst 


colour. After the final whistle, he protested to 
‘Bari's captain, Caigi Garzja, and all-hell broke 
Tooke. 

Gareja alleges that Diawara spat on him, yet the 
video evidence of this is not very clear, and there- 
] fore he tried to punch back. At this point, Diaware 


“Tn short, this is'an Example of a situation that | 
bas now become out of control. The crux of the 
problem is racism ~ fans regularly ‘boo’ coloured 
players when they have the ball and often they ere 
also taunted by opposition players. Just ask 
Parma’s French defender Lassisi about that! 


So, what's the sohution? Lazio President, Sergio 
Cragnotti, suggested a few weeks ago that games 
be played behind closed doors watil spectators 


move too early to Italy and not live up to expecta- 
tions, then a number doors may close for him. The 

particalar, are ruthless 
| orien orate od cok aa 


ASTON VILLA 1 
ARSENAL 1 


illa dominated against a strangely sub- 

dued Arsenal but paid the price for 
missed chances when defender Lee Dixon 
walked through their defence to poke in an 
84th minute equaliser, 

Julian Joachim missed two great chances for 
Villa who took a deserved lead in the 62nd 
minute when Richard Walker headed in a Paul 
Merson free kick. 


LEEDS UNITED 3 


COVENTRY CITY 0 

A ustralian midfielder Harry Kewell was 

the heart of another impressive Leeds 

performance as Coventry were swept aside. 

He scored the first after five minutes with a 

free kick then set up Michael Bridges for the 

second in the 43rd to cap a dominant first 
half. 

Jason Wilcox nipped in for the third five min- 
utes from time to secure the victory that takes 
Leeds to within four points of leaders 
Manchester United. 


LEICESTER CITY 5 


SUNDERLAND 2 

tan Collymore, yet again at the centre of 
newspaper allegations about bad behav- 
iour off the pitch, was also the talking point 

on it with a hat-trick on his home debut. 
He opened his Leicester account after 17 min- 
utes with a brilliant shot from outside the box, 
_ headed a second after an hour and then tapped in 
the third three minutes from time. Emile Heskey 


Patrick Berger's shot sails past the United keeper. The match finished 1-1. 


and Stefan Oakes were also on target. 
Kevin Phillips, with-his 100th career goal, and 
Niall Quinn were Sunderland’s marksmen. 


DERBY COUNTY 4 
WIMBLEDON 0 


ur second half goals gave Derby only 
their fourth home win of the season and 
continued Wimbledon’s freefall. 

Georgiou Kinkladze broke the deadlock after 
65 minutes when Neil Sullivan allowed his 
weak shot to squeeze under his dive. 

The keeper could do nothing about the second 
goal, however, as Malcolm Christie lashed in 
from point blank range after poor defending. 
Substitutes Deon Burton and Dean Sturridge, 
both unmarked, completed the rout with two 


Dutchman Denis Bergkamp in possession as Aston Villa's Ugo Ehiogu looks on. The match 
finished 1-1. 


goals in the last minute. 


EVERTON 1 


SHEFF WED 1 
Ke showed none of the verve on dis- 
play in last week’s 4-0 win at West Ham 
in a disappointing game. 

They went ahead against the run of play when 
Scottish defender David Weir headed in from a 
Nick Barmby comer in the 33rd minute. 

Wednesday equalised four minutes after the 
break when Alan Quinn’s 15 metre shot was 
deflected past Thomas Myhre. The point took 
Everton into the top six for the first time since 
November 1996. 


MANCHESTER UTD 1 


LIVERPOOL 1 
Lae were seeking a hat-trick of big 
scalps after successive victories over 
Arsenal and Leeds United and went ahead 
after 27 minutes with a thumping 30-metre 
free kick by Patrik Berger. 

But Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier took 
a risk that backfired when he opted to play the 
last 10 minutes of the first half with 10 men as 
Finnish defender Sammy Hyypia had an ankle 
cut stitched. While he was off Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer nipped in for the equaliser. 

Substitute Michael Owen and Czech Vladimir 
Smicer had great chances for Liverpool in the 
second half while United sub Teddy Sheringham 
had an injury time shot headed off the line. 


NEWCASTLE UTD 0 
CHELSEA 1 


ewcastle’s 14-game unbeaten home run - 
dating back to when Bobby Robson took 
over from Ruud Gullit in September - came 
to an end thanks to a diving header by 
Gustavo Poyet from a Jody Morris cross after 
22 minutes. 
Although Chelsea are unbeaten in the league 


since December 4 this is the first time they have 
been in the top three since September. 

This victory will also give them a boost for 
when they face Newcastle again next month in 
the FA Cup semifinals. 


SOUTHAMPTON 1 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


outhampton played some great football in 

the first half and were rewarded with a 
beautifully curled goal by Marians Pahars in 
the 44th minute. 

Within 60 seconds, however, Middlesbrough 
equalised with a Hamilton Ricard penalty and 
the second half was a much tighter affair with 
few chances. 


TOTTENHAM 1 
BRADFORD CITY 1 


ottenham overwhelmed Bradford in the 

first half hour but a mixture of poor fin- 
ishing and good goalkeeping by Aidan 
Davison restricted them to Steffen Iversen’s 
14th minute goal from a header. 

Bradford equalised against the run of play 
with a scuffed shot by Jamie Lawrence just 
before halftime but the home fans’ must have 
thought it just a matter of time before the winner 
came, 

However, Bradford showed their famed fight- 
ing spirit and Tottenham ran out of ideas. 


WATFORD 1 
WEST HAM UTD 2 


est Ham banged another nail into 
Watford’s relegation coffin with a 
comfortable victory at Vicarage Road - 
Watford’s eighth home league defeat of the 


season, 

Steve Lomas got the first after just three min- 
utes and Paulo Wanchope touched in the second 
in the 35th, 

Heidar Helguson raised home hopes when he 
volleyed in after 61 minutes but the Hammers 
ran out deserved winners. 


Newcastle's Alan Shearer tangles with 
Chelsea’s Brazilian Emerson Thome. 
Chelsea won 1-0. 
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SED 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE, 


GROUP B| GROUP € | GROUP D 


Bordeaux (France) ) ch (Germany) Feyenoord (Netherlands) 

Fiorentina (Italy) : ‘Kiev (Ukraine) Olympique Marseille (France) 
Manchester United (England) jf ain) Lazio (Italy) 

Valencia (Spain) | Rosenborg eim (Norway) Chelsea (England) 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 = EMI : WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Fiorentina 2 Manchester Utd Dy | Real Madrid ' Marseille 0 Lazio 
Batistuta 25, Balbo 52 - Rebroy _ Morientes 17, Raul ¢ Stankovic 64, 
Valencia 3 Bordeaux enborg _ Bayern Mul Conceicao 78 
Farinos 60, llie 66, ikammeismd 47 = Jancker 10 Chelsea Feyenoord 
Gonzalez 88 : s ; Babayaro 45 Julio Cruz 90 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 Bayer Bec NOAe 
Bordeaux 0 Fiorentina RebrovS0 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Manchester Utd 3 Valencia Rosenborg Feyenoord 3 Marseille 
Keane 38, Solskjaer 47 i Cruz 72, 90 
Scholes 69 Carlos 90 Bosvelt 83 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 Es gE 
Manchester Utd 2 Bordeaux . TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Giggs 42, it Lazio 1 Feyenoord 
Rivaldo 16,9 Jardel 4,79 Sheringham 84 ey Veron 37 Tomasson 78, 84 
de Boer 22: Fiorentina 41° Valencia : : Marseille 1 Chelsea 
Kiuiver 45 Mijatovic 20pen i Pires 16 
Hert ER ate ope sae TUESDAY, MARCH 7 vineebsaie WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 


sesh ees Sieg! Bordeaux Vv Manchester Utd : Feyenoord  v__ Lazio 


Valencia Vv Fiorentina Chelsea v_ Marseille 
TUESDAY, MARCH 7 


P B ‘ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
Sparta Prague 2 Hertha Bertin Manchester Utd v Fiorentina Lazio v_ Marseille 
Bordeaux v_ Valencia Feyenoord v_ Chelsea 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
Fiorentina v_ Bordeaux Marseille v_ . Feyenoord 
Valencia Vv _ Manchester Utd Chelsea Vv Lazio 


Table 
Fiorentina Feyenoord 
Manchester Utd Chelsea 
Valencia Lazio 
Girondins Bordeaux N eS Marseille 


FEYENOORD STUN LAZIO | 


Ee 3 
31 
3 4 
3s 4 


MARSEILLE SHOCK 


D> substitute Jon Dahl ae two close range shots that dramatical- 5 A b . : — 
‘Tomasson scored two late | ly lifted Feyenoord to the top of SNR wit vom Fe a eae - 

it and the Fi tern: brok 
goals as Feyenoord broke Group D. lympique Marseille shocked nig! ‘rance international broke 


favourites Chelsea 1-0 to revive past Marcel Desailly to hit his shot from an 

their hopes of qualifying for the almost impossible angle past goalkeeper 
Champions League quarter-finals last Ed de Goey. 
week, 

France international Robert Pires scored 
with an astonishing goal after 16 minutes 
of the Group D clash at the Stade 
Velodrome as Marseille, struggling on the 
domestic front, adding a second English 
scalp after beating European champions 
Manchester United by the same score in 
October. 

Midfielder Jerome Leroy fed Pires on 


It was Lazio’s first defeat in 
European competition since losing 
the UEFA Cup final to Inter Milan in 
May 1998 and denied them the 
chance to equal Ajax Amsterdam’s 
four-year record of 19 European 
matches without defeat. 


Lazio’s 18-match unbeaten run in 
Europe with a surprise 2-1 victory 
in their Champions League Group 
D clash at the Olympic Stadium 
last week, 

Lazio looked destined for a 
straightforward victory when they led 
through Juan Veron’s superb 37th Feyenoord leap-frogged above 
minute opener with just 12 minutes Lazio and Chelsea into first place 
remaining. Juan Veron: Celebrates his early with six points, followed by Lazio 

But slack defending in the 78th and goal for Lazio against (4), Chelsea (4) and Olympique 
84th minutes gave Tomasson the Feyenoord. Surprisingly the Marseille (3). 
chance to tum the result round with Dutchmen won 2-1. 


QUARTER FINALS SEMI-FINALS FINAL 


First Leg — April 7 First Leg — May 3 Wednesday, May 24 
Second Leg — April 19 Second Leg — May 10 At Stade de France 
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The ball hit the far 
post and then the 
other post before 
going in. 

Marseille had lost 
both their previous 
matches in the sec- 
ond group stage 
while Chelsea had 
picked up four points. 


World Rankings 


(Valid until March 15) 


Brazil 
Czech Republic 
France 


Conon won — 
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FYR Macedonia 
Algeria 
Estonia 


RIBBECK NEEDS HELP 


ermany coach Erich Ribbeck 
G= help if the European 

champions are to recapture 
their winning form, Lothar Matthaus 
said last week. 

“Erich Ribbeck needs help,” the 38- 
year-old sweeper said. “We must get 
together with the coach, two or three 
players and (assistant coach) Uli Stielike 
as well, and we must talk constructively. 

“We must make sure we don’t lose our 
heads.” 

Matthaus’ comments come after heavy 
criticism of Ribbeck following a dismal 
2-1 defeat by the Netherlands in a friend- 
ly last week — the match in which the 
Bayern Munich libero won his record- 
breaking 144th cap. 

An unnamed German international was 
quoted as saying there were heated com- 
ments at halftime of the match in 


he English -FA charged 

Portsmouth forward Steve 

Claridge with misconduct last 

week for an alleged breach of the 
rules on betting, 

Claridge bad admitted in January that 


first division match against Bamsley. 

Portsmouth won 3-) with Claridge 
Scoring a hat-trick in the team’s first win 
in 14 games. 

The FA said Claridge bail 14 days to 
respond. 

“Players, mtanagers and directors have 
to realise that even betting on their own 
team to win is.a breach of football's 
tules on betting,” said FA spokesman 
Steve Double. 

“Players and officials have access to 
information which those outside the 
game do not. For instance, only thess 
inside 2 clab may know that the team’s 
top scorer has returned to full fitness. 

“Use of such information to place 
bets could be regarded as 2 form of 
insider trading.” added Doubie, 

‘The FA’s rules state that players “are. 


he bet on his struggling team to win & 


SCIFO TO COACH 


Amsterdam and Ribbeck had stayed in the 
background. 

“When we meet, we must talk about 
everything straight away, no matter how 
late it is,” said Matthaus. Stielike was 
criticised by Ribbeck after the Dutch 
match for being “very undiplomatic” with 
his criticisms of the performance, 

Ribbeck, who has plenty of experience 
but not the pedigree of his predecessors, 
has a contract until the European champi- 
onship finals in Belgium and the 
Netherlands, where Germany will defend 
their title. 

Germany have rarely looked like a 
world-class team since Ribbeck was 
appointed in the wake of their shock quar- 
ter-final defeat to Croatia at the 1998 
World Cup in France, 

Their next match is a friendly with 
Croatia on March 29 in Zagreb. 


Player charged for 
betting on his team 


only allowed 10 ‘bet on licenced football 
pool”, 

Claridge had told newspapers that he 
and four other players bet 250 pounds 
($625) at odds.of 3-! against on his 
struggling side to beat third-placed 
Bamsley on January 29. 


AFTER TAKEOVER 


eteran Belgian midfielder 

Enzo Scifo is set to take con- 

trol of struggling first division 
side Charleroi next season after the 
club’s board approved a takeover 
plan late last week. 

The “Scifo Group” plans to buy a 51 
percent stake in Charleroi for around 10 
million francs ($239,500), according to 
media reports, in the hope of turning 
around the fortunes of the southern 
Belgian club. 

Charleroi are languishing in 15th 
place in the 18-team first division, with 
just five wins from 24 matches. 


The club are believed to have debts 
of around 60 million francs ($1.44 mil- 
lion). 

Charleroi’s stadium has been contro- 
versially upgraded for this summer’s 
Euro 2000 championship, when it will 
host three games including the high- 
tisk England-Germany clash on June 
17. 

The takeover deal should be finalised 
within a month. For the time being 
Scifo, 33, remains at league leaders 
Anderlecht, where he has made only 
sporadic first-team appearances this 
season. 


Erich Ribbeck: Help required. 


“T didn’t know that | had done eny- 
thing wrong. We were ull backing our- 
selves to win the game," Claridge said. 

He added that lot of players. bet on 
themselves to score the first goal in 
matches, 

Betting is @ sensitive subject in foot- 
ball, with allezations of matoh-rigging 
Surfacing periodically around the world. 

English football has been # target for 
Asing betting syndicates in the pasi, 
most recently with a foiled plot to nig the 
sesult of a game last February by black- 
ing eut Charlton Athlefic’s stadium dur- 


that he had forecaut the results of match- 
es for a Maloystan businessman for use 
in Asia, 

Grobbelsar, the businessman and two 
other players were subsequently pequit- 
ted of charges of trying {0 fix Premier 
League matches in two high-profile 
court cases. 

“lt is vital for the game to be seen to 
be ebove suspicion,” said Double: 


Enzo Scifo: To coach next 
season. 
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PLATINI BLUEPRINT 
CUTS LEAGUE SIZES 


Michel Platini: New blueprint causes a stir. 


ichel Platini’s planned 
blueprint for world sac- 
cer’s harmonised calen- 


dar would require all domestic 
leagues to cut down to 18 clubs. 
The season would run from 
February to November and squeeze 
all international competitions into 
July and August, FIFA spokesman 
Keith Cooper said last week. 
Speaking at a debate on the sub- 


man have appointed Brazil’s 


ject at the world soccer trade fair 
Football Expo, Cooper outlined the 
Platini plan and explained its aims 
and its dates, making clear that 
December would be a month off as a 
break from the sport and January a 
month dedicated to pre-season 
preparation, 

The plan is due to be discussed in 
further detail at a meeting of FIFA’s 
Executive Committee later this 


1970 World Cup captain 

Carlos Alberto Parreira to 
coach their national team, the 
Oman Football Association (OFA) 
said last week. 

OFA secretary-general Fahd al- 
Raisi said he was expected to-arrive in 
the Gulf Arab state on March 10 to 
oversee the training of the sultanate’s 
national team for the 2002 World Cup. 

The official Omani news agency 
said earlier he had a one-year contract 
subject to renewal. 

“He’s a big name who played 
alongside Pele in the team that won 
the 1970 World Cup finals in 
Mexico,” Raisi said. 


Real Madrid to pay 
Toshack $1 million 
in Compensation 


month, said Cooper. “Unless we can 
get this sorted out we face a very 
precarious situation,” he said. 

The concept, given widespread 
support by delegates at the confer- 
ence, recognised 76 match dates for 
the year and signalled the end for the 
traditional European club soccer sea- 
son which runs from August to May. 

The European ruling body, UEFA, 
at a recent meeting with its major 
clubs, made it clear that it felt 
strongly that European soccer should 
fetain its traditional format and sea- 
son. 

A conflict between the two, 
UEFA and FIFA, now seems 
inevitable, but Cooper suggested that 
it remains possible for European 
domestic leagues to run from 
September to June with a mid-season 
break, if they wish to retain the cli- 
max of their seasons in Europe’s late 
springtime. 


TRADITIONAL DATE 

He said this would enable the 
English Football Association (FA) 
Cup final to retain its traditional date 
rather than be played in November. 

The 76 match dates for the year 
were broken into 46 for domestic 
league and cup ‘competitions, 16 for 
international club competitions 
(including the European Champions 
League), eight for international tour- 
naments and six for international 
friendlies, 


Carlos Parreira: New Job. 

Carlos Alberto coached Brazil's 

Botafogo club before his appointment 
to Oman, his first stint in the Gulf. 

Oman are preparing for the World one. 


Madrid coach midway 


the end of Sune. 
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This would mean that the July and 
August period consists of 14 dates 
and the rest of the year, outside 
December and January, holds 62 
dates. 

The English Premier League and 
the Spanish Primera Liga are the 
only two major domestic leagues in 
Europe which are bigger than 
Platini’s suggested 18-club limit, 

The proposal received warm sup- 
port, but former Liverpool forward 
Craig Johnston pointed out in an 
emotional comment that the object 
needed to be less games, better qual- 
ity and less money in the game. 

He said that when he retired from 
soccer at Liverpool, aged 26, it was 
at the end of a season in which he 
played 81 competitive games, The 
perceived view at Football Expo was 
that 50 games was the sensible maxi- 
mum. 

Johnston said: “There is too much 
football and a lot of it is crap.” 

Former French international Eric 
i Meco supported the view and, as 
sporting manager of Olympique 
Marseille, said he was disappointed 
that only 22,000 fans attended the 
recent Champions League clash with 
Chelsea. 

“When I was a boy every 
European match was a very big and 
special occassion, but now they are 
banal and they are ordinary.” 


ELBOW COSTS 
VAN HOOLJDONK 
FOUR MATCHES 


Vs striker Pierre Van Hooijdonk has been 


suspended for four matches following two 
elbowing incidents in his side’s Dutch Cup 
quarter-final victory against RKC Waalwijk. 

The referee missed the incidents in the February 16 
game, but the Dutch FA decided to reprimand Van 
Hooijdonk after television footage clearly showed the 
Dutch international and former Celtic and Nottingham 
Forest attacker using his elbows. 

Vitesse do not plan to contest the decision, although a 
spokesman said the club was only agreeing to the suspen- 
sion because the player was injured. 

“Otherwise we would have brought a case against the 
disciplinary committee. Pierre still maintains he did noth- 
ing wrong,” the spokesman said. 

Vitesse are favourites to take the Dutch cup following 
the exit of top clubs PSV Eindhoven, Ajax Amsterdam 
and Feyenoord. 

They will play Roda JC Kerkrade in their semifinal in 
April. 


Pierre van Hooljdonk: Outed. 


MISCONDUCT CHARGE FOR 


Cup qualifying competition in which 
they have been drawn with Syria, 
Laos and Philippines in Asian group 


he had claimed after being sacked last 
November. 


The Welshman was appointed Real 
through last sca- 
sen and had been given a contract until 


Rovers manager John Aldridge 

with misconduct last week after 
he allegedly struck Leicester City sub- 
stitute Theo Zagorakis during the 
League Cup final last week. 

An FA spokesman said Aldridge, whose 
first division side lost the final 2-1 to 
Premier League Leicester City at 
Wembley, had two weeks to respond to the 
charges. 


The incident, witnessed by senior offi- 


Te English FA charged Tranmere 


TRANMERE MANAGER 


cials at Wembley, occurred after 
Tranmere’s Clint Hill was sent off for a 
second half foul on striker Emile Heskey, 
with Leicester leading 1-0. 

Zagorakis, who was on the bench, 
applauded the referee’s decision and 
Aldridge was enraged by the gesture. 

“The decision was farcical,” Aldridge 
said later of the sending off. “It also hurt 
me to see one professional applauding 
another’s misfortune.” 


CELTIC TO LEAVE SCOTLAN 


eltic could soon leave the Scottish 

Premier League and join a new Atlantic 

League aimed at leading clubs who dom- 
inate Europe’s second tier competitions, a club 
spokesman said last week. 

Speaking at the world soccer trade fair Football 
Expo, Celtic media director David Heath said the 
new league could come into place within two or 
three years, alfracting some big name clubs who 
struggle to create revenue from their current league 
structures. 

Heath said he had been in discussions to form an 
18-club league involving such other clubs as Ajax 
Amsterdam, PSV Eindhoven, and Benfica — all 
former European champions — as well as fellow- 
Scots and arch rivals Rangers. 

He said he did not envisage Celtic remaining in 
the Scottish Premier League but admitted that there 
would have to be some kind of compensation made 
to the clubs left behind by their leaving. 

He said also that Celtic would not make the 
move without the blessing of the Scottish Football 


level for those clubs involved than the leagues they 
are currently playing in. 

“It is an opportunity to progress,” he said. 

“Of course, there is a trade-off too in that we know 
clubs will lose a virtual automatic place in the 
Champions League for a more competitive environ- 
ment and much better television rights income. 

“Celtic simply do not have the same revenue 
Opportunities as a club like AC Milan, despite their 
strong European traditions and being the fifth-best 
supported club in the world,” said Heath. 

Celtic’s plight is that despite their huge home 
support, crowds outside Glasgow are very small 
and TV interest is low. 

Consequently they struggle to earn the money to 
enable them to compete with Europe’s elite. 

Heath said that many leading Champions 
League clubs had squads valued at around 150 mil- 
lion pounds ($375 million) and that Celtic needed 
to build up a similar squad to have any hope of 
repeating their 1967 European Cup triumph. 

“Milan have television income of around 40 mil- 


Association and UEFA. 


Heath said he did not want the new proposed 
league to be seen as a breakaway, but as a higher 


Mark Viduka: Celtic’s Australian star could 
be playing in an Atlantic League. 


he said. 


lion pounds ($100m),” he said. 
“But we only have about three million ($7.5m),” 


EDMUNDO |MTMNninitn) 
FORGIVEN ees 


‘asco da Gama have forgiv- 

en Edmundo, who stormed 

out on the team after being 
stripped of the captaincy, but the 
wayward striker is still not talking 
‘to his team mate Romario. 

Coach Antonio Lopes said that he 
had lifted a ban on the former 
Fiorentina and Brazil player. 

“It’s all been resolved,” said 
Lopes, adding that the tantrum-prone 
striker would return to the side for 
the second leg of the Rio-Sa0 Paulo 
championship final. 

But Edmundo still appeared to be 
at odds with veteran Romario, the 
former World Cup hero with whom 
he forms Vasco’s attack. 

Brazilian journalists who regularly 
cover the club said that the two did 
not exchange a word or even a look 


during a recent training, even though 
this did not appear to affect their 
understanding on the pitch. 

The two former friends fell out last 
year when Romario painted a carica- 
ture of Edmundo on the toilet door of 
a theme bar he owns in Rio. 
Edmundo failed to see the funny side 
and has not spoken to Romario since. 

Romario joined Vasco jn 
December, then added insult to injury 
when he was given the captaincy at 
Edmundo’s expense minutes before a 
match earlier this month. Edmundo 
walked out in disgust and has not 
played since. 

Lopes said that midfielder Felipe, 
suspended for 10 days for protesting 
vehemently at a halftime substitution 
a week ago, had also been forgiven. 


Edmundo: Forgiven but not happy. 


C Milan vice-president 
Anse Galliani has called 

for midweek international 
matches to be scrapped. 

Galliani, a leading figure in the G-14 
group of elite European clubs, says a 
fixed period should be set aside for 
national sides so their-games do 
not interfere with the demands 
of their clubs. 

“The idea of playing an 
international in midweek, with 
a league game on the week- 
ends, needs to be done away 
with,” Galliani said. 

“The Italy squad should be 
given a set period of time just for 
them, which would also allow the 
media to cover the action in more 
depth.” 

After Milan’s disappointing goalless 
draw away to lowly Cagliari in Serie A 
recently, Galliani blamed his side’s 
lethargy on the midweek international 
schedule which saw the club’s multi- 


national players in action across Europe. 
As well as players in European 
teams, such as Germany’s Oliver 
Bierhoff and Denmark’s Thomas 
Helveg, Milan have three Argentine 
players and two Brazilians who could be 
called up for the South American 
World Cup qualifiers which begin 
on March 28 and for the Copa 


“It will mean that the South 
Americans will be commuting 
between Europe and South 
America. So once a week they 
will have to take a long-haul 

flight, with jet lag and all the 

other inconveniences that go with 
it,” said Galliani, who effectively 
tuns Milan on behalf of president Silvio 
Berlusconi, 

“Tt would make more sense to fix a 
time when the European, American and 
African Nations Cups could be played 
all at once.” 


4 America next season. 


TL 


1899 


IE CUISIE RI REDIOERORE 
OL GU? QUALI 


ermuda’s soccer players may 
B= a haircut before’their open- 
ing World Cup qualifier. 
Dreadlocked foreigners are said to be 
unwelcome in the the British Virgin 
Islands, where Bermuda start their CON- 
CACAF qualifying region campaign. 
“We've heard something about this. We 
don’t have any players with dreadlocks but 
there are a couple with pony tails,” said 
Bermuda FA technical director Clyde Best. 
“They will just have to get them cut 
off.” 


The match in Tortola is one of several 
due to be played in the Caribbean and 
Central America as the long road to Japan 
and South Korea begins, 

Former West Ham United player Best 
said that Bermuda's squad includes five 
professionals, three based in the United 
States and :wo in England. 

“As long as we have our professionals, 
we should be all right,” he said, adding 
that he did not envisage any tug-of-war 
with the clubs. 
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T= Stan Collymore gamble and La Manga, as 
much as ticket allocations, may have deflected 
attention from what Martin O’Neill and Leicester 
are all about in recent weeks. 

Yet, if there is a man who sums up the essence of the 
unlikely success story O’Neill has created at Filbert Street, 
it is.the shaven-headed figure who walked up the Wembley 
steps to lift the Worthington Cup aloft yesterday - Matt 
Eliott. 

That Tranmere's long-ball merchants should perish to 
two goals from set-pieces was a bitter irony for John 
Aldridge’s men - the bitter bit in every sense. 

But nobody, not even the most hardened cynic, should 
try to deny Elliott his day to remember. For the first decade 
of his career, 31-year-old Elliott was a journeyman, virtual- 
ly unheralded even in the basement regions of the game. 

Rejected by Charlton and sold to Torquay, he finally 
made his way to the Premiership by way of Scunthorpe and 
Oxford, Elliott has thrived on responsibility, willing to sac- 
Tifice himself for the team in the manner that represents 
Leicester’s work ethic to the full, 

Asked to play centre forward in the semi-final against 


Tranmere’s Dave Challinoor (left) tussles 
with Leicester's Tony Cottee. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


cir 


SPECIAL 


ie ee eae 


REDUCED 


AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


Aston Villa, the Scotland defender responded with the win- 


ner. 

Indeed, you feel he would play effectively at left back or 
tight wing if O'Neill asked him to do so. 

Yesterday, he was back in his customary berth, the sheet- 
anchor of O'Neill's side, resolute and resourceful. On an 
occasion which should have been made for Emile Heskey to 
build on the platform he had laid against Argentina it was 
the skipper who took the plaudits, the glory and, more 
importantly, the Cup and Leicester’s passage to Europe. 

Twice he stepped up to take advantage of Tranmere’s 
shortcomings in the air — you might have thought a side 
whose main weapon was route one and Daye Challinor’s 
howitzers would have prepared better defensively — and 
convert Steve Guppy’s inswinging corners from the right, 

The second, just three minutes after David Kelly had 
caught Tim Flowers napping at his near post, was the killer 
blow for Aldridge’s side, reduced to 10 men shortly after 
the hour when Clint Hill decided a professional foul was the 
only way to prevent Heskey bearing down on goal. 

While Tranmere may have felt unfortunate, especially 
when Scott Taylor headed against the woodwork in stop- 
page time, Elliott deserved his triumph — all 
thé more so now he has scored one more 
than Heskey’s seven this season. 

Just how much it meant was clear as 
Elliott walked up to collect the trophy. The 
Cup was passed along the line for O'Neill, 
watched by an approving Brian Clough, to 
carry it down for the on-pitch celebrations, 

They were conducted with gusto, irre- 
spective of the poverty of the wind-spoiled 
spectacle that had preceded them. 

Leicester, who had departed in tears after 
Allan Nielsen’s late winner for Tottenham 
last year, had what they wanted, 

But it was closer than it should have 
been. 

Tranmere may have bridled at criticism 
of their style, but their directness, pumping 
forward at lone striker Kelly at every oppor- 
tunity, prospered early on. Leicester, through 
Elliott and the handling of Flowers, negated 
Challinor’s fizzing throw-ins, but Aldridge’s 
ploy of using Scott Taylor on the left of a 
five-man midfield, exploiting the space in 
front of Frank Sinclair, exposed the 
Premiership side. 

Kelly forced two early saves from 
Flowers, first a sharp effort at the near post 
after breaking through the inside right chan- 
nel, and then a brave block at his feet after 
Gary Jones had flicked on Challinor’s free- 
kick. 

Neil Lennon and Muzzy Izzet began to 


RING NOW 


take control and even if Heskey, who could 


VIERI 


be a Liverpool player by the end of the week, was no more 
than fitful, Leicester were far more effective. 

The reward came just before the half-hour. Elliott wres- 
tled space off Challinor as he waited for Guppy to play in, 
and although his header crashed against the bar, it flicked 
keeper Joe Murphy's hand on the way down and bounced 
over the line. 

Had Izzet converted the easiest chance missed at 
Wembley since Gordon Smith’s sitter for Brighton in 1983 
soon after the restart there would have been no way back. 

The advantage should have been pressed home whea Hill 
was dismissed by replacement referee Phil Richards, almost 
his first act after Alan Wilkie was forced off with a calf 
injury. 


Emile Heskey (left) is tackled by Tranmere’s 
Andy Parkinson. 


But Wembley finals often deliver an extra twist, and this 
one came 13 minutes from time when Leicester lost concea- 
tration. Jones rose highest as Gareth Roberts clipped up 
from left-back and Kelly, alive to the opening, hit a first- 
time left-footer between Flowers and his upright. 

Game on, but not for long. Tranmere should have learned 
their lesson after Elliott’s first but Challinor was lax again 
when Guppy aimed for the far post and the angled header 
caressed the inside of the post as it travelled into the net. 


INJURED 
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a pulled thigh muscle and missed last 

weekend’s derby against AC Milan 
and will also miss the visit to former club 
Lazio this weekend. 

Vieri was injured in the Serie A win over 
Venezia. 

Medical tests ruled him out for at least two 
weeks. 

The news was a major blow to fourth- 
placed Inter, who are seven points behind 
leaders Juventus, 

With Ronaldo still in Brazil recovering 
from his knee operation, Inter cannot call on 
either part of their $80 million strike pairing. 

Coach Marcello Lippi now has to rely on 
Chilean Ivan Zamorano, Urguayan Alvaro 
Recoba and former Italy international 
Roberto Baggio in his attack, 


|: Milan striker Christian Vieri has 


Christian Vieri: Thigh injury. 


rmer international Bobby 
Frew said last week he 
remained confident about 
England’s hopes of hosting the 2006 
World Cup soccer finals after trav- 
elling “to the moon and back” to 
promote the bid. 

“T've travelled more than 300,000 
miles (480,000 kilometres) on this 
campaign so far,” Charlton said. 
“That’s the equivalent of going to the 
moon and back but it will be worth it 
if England are successful. 

“T am so proud of English football 
and our league and our stadiums and 
infra-structure and I remain very con- 
fident about our chances.” 

Charlton said that Germany, whose 
bid for the 2006 World Cup finals is 
headed by his old friend and rival 
Franz Beckenbauer, were not as 
deserving as England because they 
last held the tournament in 1974 and 


¥ Eindhoven striker Luc Nilis 
said last week he was looking 
forward to becoming an Aston 
‘Villa player next season. 

“It’s time for something new and I'd 
like to play in England,” he told Dutch 
television, “The contract is not yet 
signed, but I’m convinced it will hap- 
pen and that it will be a contract for 
two years,” 

The 32-year-old Belgium interna- 
tional was expected at the English 
Premier League club later this week for 
further talks, 

Nilis, who will have spent six sea- 
sons at the Dutch club and eight years 
playing in Belgium, falls out of con- 
tract at the end of this season. 

Runaway Dutch championship lead- 


CHARLTON CON 


NILIS TO JOIN VILLA 


Bobby Charlton and Geoff Hurst 
look over the ‘New Wembley.” 


ers PSV had hoped to persuade him to 
stay for at least another year. 

“We're not happy, he was a good 
player. He played for six years and was 
one of the symbols of PSV, but we 
respect his decision and wish him a lot 
of luck,” said club spokesman Pedro 
Salazar. 

Nilis has scored 12 goals for his club 
this season but team mate Ruud van 
Nistelrooy has stolen the show with 29. 

A Nilis move could lead to Van 
Nistelrooy’s departure for England. 
Both Chelsea and Arsenal are reported 
to have shown an interest, 

PSV have said he is not for sale, 
although they have hired an Italian 
agent to assess his worth. 


ENGLISH BID 


did not have as good a case as 
England. 

Chariton, an outstanding member of 
the England team which beat West 
Germany and the young Beckenbauer 
in the 1966 World Cup final at 
London’s Wembley stadium, said that 
the planned new Wembley would 
retain all the atmosphere of its famous 
predecessor. 

He said the new Wembley “will be 
built in the same place as the old one 
and will be twice as big, but will 
retain all the old atmosphere that 
everyone loves so much”, 

Charlton also stressed that comfort 
and safety were paramount in the 
England bid, which he presented at the 
world football trade fair Football 
Expo. 

England are bidding for the 2006 
World Cup against Germany, South 
Africa, Brazil and Morocco. 


Luc Nilis: Off to England next 
Season. 


helsea’s French defender 
Marcel Desailly was ordered 
last week to pay alimony to 
the mother of a child he is alleged to 
have fathered. 

The judge who heard the case 
behind closed doors at the Toulon civil 
courts on January 27 nuled in favour of 
Helene Mendy, who claimed Desailly 
fathered her daughter Aida. 

“We're stunned by this decision and 
we wilt appeal,” the France World Cup 
centre back’s lawyer Serge Pautot said. 

The amount of alimony has not yet 
been set. 

Jean-Claude Guidicelli, lawyer for 


ut Gascoigne has been banned 
P:: three matches and fined 
after elbowing Aston Villa’s 
George Boateng in an English 
Premier League match last month. 
The former England and Lazio mid- 
fielder, now at Middlesbrough, broke 
his forearm in the incident. 
The ban will come into effect on 


DESAILLY MUST PAY 


GAZZA BANNED 


Mendy, said: “Mr g& 
Desailly refused to 
undergo a paternity 
test but the tribunal 
found in Mrs 
Mendy’s favour. 

“My client has 
provided proof that 
she had a regular 
relationship (with 
Desailly) while he 
was at AC Milan’s training camp,” he 
said. 

Desailly, 31, who is married and has 
children, joined Chelsea from AC 
Milan in 1998. 


Marcel 
Desailly 


March 20, just days after Gascoigne 
had been scheduled to return to first 
team duty. 

The ban, imposed by the Football 
Association for misconduct, means 
Gascoigne will miss his side’s home 
match against Sheffield Wednesday 
and Manchester United and the trip to 
former club Tottenham Hotspur. 


PROFS 
SPURS 


ottenham Hotspur’s brief 
To Cup involvement 

boosted operating profit by 31 
per cent to 3.03 million pounds ($7.5 
million) in the six months to January 
Sib 

But pre-tax profit dropped 28 per- 
cent to 2.01 million pounds as the club 
sold players with no prospect of first 
team soccer. 

Chairman Alan Sugar said: “Where 
appropriate, we have bought players 
out of their contracts and written off 
their values in our balance sheet.” 

Average league attendance was up 
four percent to 35,100 and the club had 
arecord 18,600 season ticket holders. 

Tottenham were knocked out of the 
UEFA Cup in the second round in 
November, losing 2-1 on aggregate to 
Kaiserslautern. 


Tuesday March 7 UEFA 

English Premier League Bayern Munich v Real 
highlights Madrid 

Fox Sporis SS TV 

8am —9am 10pm - 12am 


Best Of English Soccer 
oe Vision (C7 Sport 
1 


Wednesday March 8 
UEFA Champions League 


Valencia v Fiorentina Soccer Scene 
(LIVE) Fox Sports 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 5.30pm — 6.30pm 


6.30am - 8.45em 


National Soccer League 
UEFA Champions League Northern Spirit v Marconi 
FC PorlovFC Barcelona —_(LIVE} 
Optus Vision (ESPN) Optus Vision 
8.45am - 11am (C7 Sport 13) 
7.30pm - 9,30pm 
UEFA Champions League 
Girondins v Manchester National Soccer League 
United Newcastle v Melbourne 
Optus Vision (ESPN) Vision 
4pm —6pm 12) 
English Premier League rene 
mier 
Show Soccer Scene 
Fox Sports Fox Sports 
8.30pm — 10pm 5am -—6am 
(Saturday Moming) 
European Soooer Show 
40pm - 11pm Saturday 11 March 


Optus Vision (C7 Sport 
13) 


Bayern Munich v Real 
Madrid (LIVE) 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
6.30am - 8.45am 


UEFA Champions Leagué = 
Feyenoord v S.S. Lazio 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 

8,45am - 11am 


English Premier League 
Review 


Fox Sports 2 
Spm ~ 5.30pm 


English Premier League 
at) 
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TV 
UIDE 


# All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 


UEFA Champions League 
Rosenborg BK v Dynamo 
Ki 


ne Vision (ESPN) 

3pm -Spm 

National Soccer League 
ABC TV 

5pm - 7pm 

National Soccer League 
Wollongong v Kingz FC 


English Premier League 
ighiights 


29 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aston Villa 1 Arsenal 1, Leeds United 3 Coventry 
City 0, Leicester City 5 Sunderland 2, Derby County 
4 Wimbledon 0, Everton | Sheffield Wednesday 1, 
Manchester United 1 Liverpool 1, Newcastle United 
0 Chelsea 1, Southampton 1 Middlesbrough 1, 
Tottenham Hotspur 1 Bradford City 1, Watford 1 
West Ham United 2. 


P WDLEA Ps 
1. Manchester Utd 27 17 7 3 60 34 58 
2. Leeds United 27 ATS) 27) 42°20) 54 
3. Chelsea 27: 14 7 6 38 24 49 
4. Arsenal 27: 14 6 7 47:28 48 
5. Liverpool 26 146 6 39 22 48 
6. Everton 27: 10 107 47 36 40 
7. Sunderland 27:11: 7 «9 «+44 42 40 
8. Aston Villa imme S32) 2omato 
9. Tottenham 27 11 6 10 36 30 39 
10. Leicester City 26 11 5 10 40.38 38 
11, WestHam Utd 26 10 8 8 36 36 38 
12. Newcastle Utd 27 9 7 Il 46 42 34 
13. Middlesbrough 27 9 6 12 28 38 33 
14. Coventry City Sie 8 ie s5es5me3z 
15. Southampton 26 $8 6 12 31 42 30 
16. Wimbledon 27 6 11 10 37 49 29 
17. Derby County 27 7 7 13 32 39 28 
18. Bradford City 276 8 13 2743 26 
19. Sheff Wed 27-4 «6 17 24 54 18 
20. Watford 27-4 3 «2 24 59 15 
LEADING SCORERS: 


23 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

17 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United), Andy Cole 
(Manchester United) 

13 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

12 - Kevin Campbell (Everton), Paolo Di Canio 
(West Ham United) 

11 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United), Robbie 
Keane (Coventry City) 

10 - Steffen Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur), Niall 
Quinn (Sunderland) 

9 - Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Tony Cottee 
(Leicester City), Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea), Marians 
Pahars (Southampton) 

8 - John Hartson (Wimbiedon), Davor Suker 
(Arsenal), Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Carl Cort 
(Wimbledon), Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough) 

7 - Muzzy Izzet (Leicester City), Nwankwo Kanu 
(Arsenal), Brian Deane (Middlesbrough), Michael 
Owen (Liverpool), Tim Sherwood (Tottenham 
Hotspur), Gary McAllister (Coventry City), Marcus 
Gayle (Wimbledon), Titi Camara (Liverpool), 
Gustavo Poyet (Chelsea), Patrik Berger (Liverpool), 
Harry Kewell (Leeds United), Emile Heskey 
(Leicester City). 


ENGLISH DIVISION ONE 


Sheffield United 1 Queens Park Rangers 1, Bolton 0 
Charlton 2, Crewe | Norwich 0, Crystal Palace 1 
Manchester City 1, Fulham 3 Port Vale 1, 
Huddersfield 2 Wolverhampton 0, Ipswich 0 
Portsmouth 1, Nottingham Forest 3 Swindon 1, 
Tranmere 2 Blackbur 1, Walsall 1 Grimsby 0, West 
Bromwich 0 Birmingham 3, Stockport 1 Barnsley 3. 


P WODLFA Pts 
1. Charlton 33.23 5 5 6129 74 
2. Manchester City 33 19 7 7 53 27 64 
3. Ipswich 34 18 106 55 33 64 
4, Barnsley 3418 7 9 66 49 61 
5. Birmingham 34> 16 OP OSS33TS ST 
6. Huddersfield 34 16 8 10 52 36 56 
7. Wolverhampton 34 14 10 10 47 38 52 
8. Fulham HM 13:13. 8 3227 52 
9. Blackburn 34 12 12 10 41 38 48 
10. Bolton 33 12 10 ll 44 37 46 
11. Queens Pk Rangers 34 10 15 9 42 39 45 
12. Norwich 4 11 «Wi 12 34 37 «44 
13. Stockport 4 oil tl 12 38 47 44 
14, Sheffield United 34 11 10 13 47 48 43 
15. Tranmere 33 12 7 14 44 49 43 
16. Grimsby 34 12 7 15 37 53 43 
17. Nottingham Forest 34 10 9 15 38 44 39 
18. Crystal Palace 34 9 Il 14 45 54 38 
19. Crewe 34.9 8 17 33 44 35 
20. Walsall 34 8 10 16 35 52 34 
21. Portsmouth Bers: 091737051 33 
22. West Bromwich 34 6 15 13 27 45 33 
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Excludes 
23. Port Vale 


6 11 15 34 45 29 
24. Swindon 3 


1] 20 23 59 20 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIV TWO 


Blackpool 2 Notts County 1, Brentford i Cambridge 
1, Bristol Rovers 1 Wigan 1, Burnley 0 Preston 3, 
Bury 2 Oldham 2, Gillingham 1 Oxford 0, Millwall 4 
Bristol City 1, Reading 2 Bournemouth 0, Scunthorpe 
0 Colchester 0, Stoke 5 Chesterfield 1, Wrexham 1 
Luton 0. 


P WODLE A Pts 
1, Bristol Rovers 33.20 7 6 56 27 67 
2, Preston 32 19 9 4 57 28 66 
3, Millwall 34.18 9 7 5335 63 
4, Wigan S2eels a4 3 51h 2h 59 
5. Burnley 32 16 106 43 28 58 
6. Stoke 34 169 9 49 34 57 
7. Gillingham SOMGpym ef 5303455 
8. Notts County Saeseee sre: 501392153 
9. Brentford 34 13 10 11 43 43 49 
10. Bristol City 34 10 168 41 39 46 
11. Wycombe 33 11 11 11 43-40 44 
12. Luton 34 12 7 15 45 50 43 
13. Bournemouth 34.12 6 16 45 51 42 
14. Oldham 33 11 8 14 38 42 41 
15. Colchester 34 11 8 15 42 60 41 
16. Bury 32 9 13 10 45 44 40 
17. Wrexham 33 9 10 14 35 49 37 
18. Reading 33 8 12 13 41 52 36 
19, Scunthorpe Sor NialS 1k50 32 
20. Blackpool 34.7 10 17 3655 31 
21, Oxford Beye tl eas) lhimescep Sait 
22. Cardiff 335 14 14 31 45 29 
23. Cambridge 33,6. 10E17 390500228 
24. Chesterfield 33_5 10 18 21 42 25 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIV THREE 


Barnet 0 Swansea 1, Brighton 2 Halifax 1, Darlington 
4 Rochdale 1, Exeter 0 Chester 2, Hartlepool 2 
Northampton 1, Hull City 0 Torquay Leyton 0, Orient 
1 Mansfield 3, Lincoln 5 Carlisle 0, Peterborough 2 
York 0, Rotherham 1 Plymouth 1, Shrewsbury 0 
Cheltenham 2. 


P WDL FEF A Pts 
1, Rotherham M207 7 +5624 67 
2, Swansea 33 19 7 7 3621 64 
3.Darlington SoS OSG.) (51255 163) 
4, Barnet 34 16 8 10 45 38 56 
6. Northampton 33 16 7 10 42 30 55 
7. Hartlepool 34 16 5 13 45 39 53 
8. Rochdale 33 14 8 11 36 32 50 
9. Torquay 33 13 10 10 44 35 49 
10, Plymouth 33 12 138 41 36 49 
11. Macclesfield 3414 7 +13 48 44 49 
12. Cheltenham 33 14 7 12 35 31 49 
13. Mansfield 34 14 6 14 44 44 48 
14, Halifax 34 13 8 13 35 39 47 
15. Lincoln 33 12 10 11 55 50 46 
16. Southend 34 12 8 14 44 49 44 
17. Brighton 34 11 10 13 49 40 43 
18. Hull City 34 10 12 12 31 30 42 
19. Leyton Orient 34 10 8 16 34 41 38 
20. Exeter 34 8 8 18 34 56 32 
21. York 34.7 10 17 29 48 31 
22. Shrewsbury 33° T=)9 117 25445) 30) 
23. Carlisle 3255: 8 19-2959 23 
24. Chester 34.6 5 -23 31 70 23 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hibernian 2 Celtic 1, Dundee United 0 Hearts 1, 
Kilmarnock 2 Dundee 2, Motherwell 1 Aberdeen 0, 
Rangers 0 St Johnstone 0. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Rangers 23.175 1 6418 56 
2. Celtic 23 15 2 6 66 24 47 
3. Motherwell 249 8 7 33 41 35 
4, Hearts 23.9 6 8 3430 33 
5. Dundee United 23.9 4 10 25 36 31 
6. Hibernian 25.7 9 9 36 43 30 
7. St Johnstone 2A TS 49 2427" 29) 
8. Dundee 25 ison!’ S051) 24 
9. Aberdeen 246 4 «(14 30 64 22 
10. Kilmarnock 24 3 «11:10 25 33 20 


~ 
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Monday games 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


Airdrie 0 Ayr 0, Clydebank 0 Inverness CT 1, 
Livingston 0 Falkirk 1, Raith 3 G Morton 0, St 
Mirren 0 Dunfermline 2. 


P WOL F A Pts 
1. Dunfermline 28 15 103 50 26 55 
2. St Mirren ZT Ce Gee er 50N 32054. 
3. Falkirk 28) AGES eels me os 
4. Raith 26136 7 4631 45 
5. Livingston 25 13 6 6 43 29 45 
6. Inverness CT 27:9 8 10 41 41 35 
7. Ayr 27/8 6 13° 29°36 0: 
8, G Morton 27:7 6 14 38 49 27 
9. Airdrie 2 Se Seals 9 ES, 22 
10. Clydebank 20 4 221457 4 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 


Clyde v Stranraer(postponed), Partick 2 Arbroath 0, 
Queen of South 2 Alloa 1, Ross County 
Stenhousemuir (postponed), Stirling 1 Hamilton 4. 


P WDL F APTS 
1, Clyde 24.137 4 «+3720 46 
2. Partick 26) 07a oe 3129) 37) 
3. Ross County 23:10 5 8 2724 35 
4, Arbroath 26 8 117 38 39 35 
5. Stirling 27:10 4 13 5052 34 
6. Alloa 21 ee pean 22 952 
7, Stranraer 246 126 3027 30 
8, Hamilton 25 7 9 9 3032 30 
9. Stenhousemuir 23:7 5 11 30 34 26 
10. Queenof South 25 6 § 14 33 53 23 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE DIV THREE 


Albion 0 Brechin 2, East Fife 2 Dumbarton 1, Forfar 
3 East Stirling 0, Montrose 2 Berwick 3, Queens Park 
3 Cowdenbeath 1. 


P WDE F APTS 
1 Queens Park 27:13 9 5 4130 48 
2 Forfar 2sip SES ty) SSS REVERSE 
3 Berwick DA S23] 2 Mig hy, 
4 Cowdenbeath 27:12 6 9 45 30 42 
5 East Fife 25 12 4 9 30 29 40 
6 Dumbarton 25 11 4 10 42 41 37 
7 East Stirling 26, 9m Se 12 (22,34 32 
8 Brechin 2% 7 5 14 3040 26 
9 Montrose 26 7 5 14 2942 26 
10 Albion 24 5 17 2757 17 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


Juventus 2 Bari 0, Lecce 0 Lazio 1, AC Milan 1 Inter 
Milan 2, Parma 3 Reggina 0, AS Roma 1 Torino 0, 
Venezia 1 Perugia 2, Verona 0 Bologna.0, Fiorentina 
2 Piacenza 1, Udinese 5 Cagliari 2. 


P WODLFA Ps 
1, Juventus w 158 1 3511 8% 
2. Lazio 24147 3 «44 22 49 
3. Inter Milan 24144 6 46 21 46 
4. AS Roma 24136 5 50 25 45 
5-AC Milan 2 12 9 3 49 30 45 
6. Udinese 24 10 6 8 44 34 36 
7, Parma 244107 7 #3730 37 
8. Fiorentina 248 9 7 28 29 33 
9, Bologna 24 STON Sie 9: 419623) .29 
10. Perugia 248 5 ll 24 41 29 
11. Bari 27 7 10 27:37 B 
12. Lecce 247° 7 «1 3 33 28 
13. Reggina Pe 55: 1019) 227331525 
14. Torino 245 9 10 23 32 24 
15. Verona 24 15 8 f1 22535 23. 
16. Venezia 245 4 «(15 21 44 19 
17. Cagliari 242 11 IL 22°39 17 
18. Piacenza 24 3 =7 «+214 13:30 16 
LEADING SCORERS: 


17 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan) 

16 - Hernan Crespo (Parma) 

15 - Vincenzo Montella (AS Roma) 

13 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan), Filippo Inzaghi 
(Juventus), Cristiano Lucarelli (Lecce) 

12 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina) 


ne 


11 - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan), 
Marco Delvecchio (Roma),Marco Ferrante (Torino) 
Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

9 - Mohamed Kallon (Reggina) 

8 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna) Filippo Maniero 
(Venezia), 

7 - Francesco Totti (Roma), Stefano Fiore and Martin 
Joergensen (Udinese) 

6 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Alessandro Del Piero 
(Juventus), Alvaro Recoba and Ivan Zamorano (Inter) 
(Inter), Zvonimir Boban (Milan), Renato Olive 
(Perugia) 

5 - Yksel Osmanovski (Bari), Daniele Berretta 
(Cagliari), Sebastian Veron and Sinisa Mihajlovic 
(Lazio), Nicola Amoruso (Perugia), Andrea Pirlo 
(Reggina), Andrea Sottil (Udinese), Maurizio Ganz 
(Venezia), Adailton and Domenico Morfeo (Verona) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Atletico Madrid 0 Real Betis 0, Celta Vigo 2 Racing 
Santander 0, Malaga 1 Deportivo Coruna 0, Rayo 
Vallecano 0 Alaves 1, Real Mallorca 1 Real Zaragoza 
1, Real Sociedad 1 Espanyol 0, Sevilla 0 Valladolid 
1, Barcelona 4 Numancia 0, Real Oviedo | Real 
Madrid 1 Valencia 2 Athletic Bilbao 0. 


P WDLFA Pa 
1, Deportivo Coruna 27 15 4 8 46 33 49 
2. Alaves 27 13 6 8 32 27 45 
3. Barcelona 27: 135 9 52 34 44 
4. Real Zaragoza 27 Ul WS 45 29 44 
5. Real Madrid 27 «Ml MS -45 39 44 
6. Valencia ZTE 8s 31227 4) 
7, Celta Vigo 2713.2 12. 3893341 
8. Real Mallorca 27: 10 7 10 35 35 37 
9. Athletic Bilbao 27:9 108 3741 37 
10. Malaga 2779 9 9 39 36 36 
11. Valladolid ZS MaSelON25 eS 35) 
12. Rayo Vallecano 27 10 4 13 35 41 34 
13. Numancia 27:9 7 Ml 35 45 34 
14. Racing Santander 27 8 9 10 39 38 33 
15. Real Betis 27 9 6 12 25 40 33 
16. Espanyol 27 8 8 11 40 39 32 
17. Real Sociedad DTT: 29 634-32, 
18. AtleticoMadrid 27 8 7 12 38 42 31 
19. Real Oviedo 2 Tee BiT 227 43, 29) 
20. Sevilla 27,4 «Wt 12 29.42 23 
LEADING SCORERS: 
21 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander), Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 


19 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza) 

16 - Catanha (Malaga) 

14 - Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca) 

13 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo Coruna), Rau! Gonzalez 
(Real Madrid) 

41 - Victor Fernandez (Valladolid), Rivaldo 
(Barcelona) 

10 - Dani Garcia (Barcelona), Gaizka Mendieta 
(Valencia), Femando Morientes (Real Madrid) 

9 - Juan Carlos Gomez (Sevilla), Vassilis Tsartas 
(Sevilla), Djalminha (Deportivo Coruna) 

8 - Luis Figo (Barcelona), Ruben Navarro 
(Numancia), Pauleta Resendes (Deportivo Coruna), 
Dely Valdes (Real Oviedo), Joseba Etxeberria 
(Athletic Bilbao), Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona) 

7 - Miguel Angel Benitez (Espanyol), Rodrigo Fabri 
(Valladolid), Juanele Castano (Real Zaragoza), 
Alfonso Perez (Real Betis), Pacheta Rojo 
(Numancia), Manuel Canabal (Rayo Vallecano), Raul 
Tamudo (Espanyol), Alexander Mostovoi (Celta 
Vigo) 

6 - Valery Karpin (Celta Vigo), Finidi George (Real 
Betis), Bolo Perez (Rayo Vallecano), Mario Turdo 
(Celta Vigo), Julio Salinas (Alaves), Jordi Ferron, 
(Rayo Vallecano), Turn Flores (Deportivo Coruna), 
Oscar de Paula (Real Sociedad) 


GERMAN FIRST DIVISION 


SSV Ulm 2 Werder Bremen 1, Eintracht Frankfurt 1 
Borussia Dortmund 1, Hertha Berlin 2 SpVgg 
Unterhaching 1, TSV 1860 Munich 4 Hansa Rostock 
3, V£B Stuttgart 2 Bayem Munich 0, Schalke 04 3 
MSV Duisburg 0, Kaiserslautern 1 Bayer Leverkusen 
3, VfL Wolfsburg 4 Hamburg SV 4, SC Freiburg 1 
Arminia Bielefeld 1. 


1, Bayern Munich 


2. Bayer Leverkusen 23 13 8 2 41 25 47 
3. Hamburg SV D3) OM seb 228) a2 
4. TSV 1860 Munich 23 10 6 7 38 34 36 
5, Hertha Berlin 23019 Fo Tmeolea? 34: 
6. WerderBremen 23 9 6 8 47 37 33 
7. VfB Stuttgart 23: 10 3 10 28 28 33 
8. VEL Wolfsburg 23.8 9 6 34 38 33 
9. Kaiserslautern 23 10 3 10 32 41 33 
10. Borussia 23a] ie see 2anly) 32) 
11. Schalke 04 233.7 106 3229 31 
12. SpVgg Unter. 2) Si hi Po ie OD 
13. SSV Ulm 2 Leal oh a? Ae 
14. SC Freiburg 23 6 8 9 3031 26 
15. Hansa Rostock 23 5 9 9 31 45 24 
16, Eintracht 236 3 14 27 36 21 
17. MSV Duisburg 23 3 7 13 24 46 16 
18. Arminia Bielefeld 23 3 6 14 20 41 15 


LEADING SCORERS: 

12 - Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich), Ebbe Sand 
(Schalke 04) 

16 - Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen), Ailton (Werder 
Bremen) 

9 - Magnus Arvidsson (Hansa Rostock), Hans-Joerg 
Butt, Tony Yeboah (both Hamburg SV), Elber, Paulo 
Sergio (both Bayern Munich), Michael Preetz (Hertha 
Berlin), Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg) 

8 - Stefan Beinlich (Bayer Leverkusen), Marco Bode, 
Claudio Pizarro (both Werder Bremen), Youri 
Djorkaeff (Kaiserslautern), Hans van der Haar (SSV 
Ulm) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Heerenveen 3 Feyenoord 0, Graafschap Doetinchem 
3 Den Bosch 0, Sparta Rotterdam 3 RKC Waalwijk 1, 
Twente Enschede 0 Ajax Amsterdam 0, NEC 
Nijmegen 0 Utrecht 1, Cambuur Leeuwarden 2 MVV 
Maastricht 2, Vitesse Amhem 2 Roda JC Kerkrade 0, 


AZ Alkmaar 2 Willem II Tilburg 2. 

P WOLF A Ps 
1,PSV Eindhoven 24 18 2 4 73 20 56 
2. Ajax Amsterdam 23 14 5 4 56 32 47 
3. Twente Enschede 24 12 102 40 21 46 
4, Feyenoord 2413-7 4 4629 46 
5. Heerenveen 24 143 7 «4427 45 
6, Vitesse Amhem 25 12 8 5 48 36 44 
7. AZ Alkmaar 25 13 4 8 5241 43 
8. Willem Tilburg 24 11 5 8 39 43 38 
9. Roda JC Kerkrade 24 11 4 9 39 34 37 
10. RKC Waalwijk 24 10 3 It 34 46 33 
11, Utrecht 24 10 3 1b 40 44 33 
12. Sparta Rotterdam 24 9 3 12 35 47 30 
13. Graafschap 24.5 8 11 30 38 23 
14. Fortuna Sittard 23 4 7 12 29 38 19 
15.NEC Nijmegen 24 5 4 15 28 46 19 
16. MVV Maastricht 24 4 6 14 31 52 18 
17. Cambuur 242 6 16 205i 12 
18, Den Bosch 242 6 16 22 61 12 
LEADING SCORERS: 


29 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

21 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 

14 - John Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) 

13 - Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede) 
12 - Richard Knopper (Ajax Amsterdam) Nikos 
Machlas (Ajax) Bob Peeters (Roda JC Kerkrade) Luc 
Nilis (PSV) 

11 - Mariano Bombarda (Willem II Tilburg) Anthony 
Lurling (Heerenveen) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Germinal Beerschot 1 Anderlecht 3. Club Bruges 2 
Westerlo 0, Lommel 1 Ghent 3, Sint-Truiden 3 
Mechelen 1, Lokeren 2 Harelbeke 0, Verbroedering 
Geel 1 Eendracht Aalst 2, Excelsior Mouscron 2 
Charleroi 1, Beveren 0 Standard Liege 2, Lierse 5 
Genk 0. 


P WODLEA Pts 
1. Anderlecht 25 18 6 1 67 24 60 
2. Standard Liege 25,16 207 ST 369950 
3. Ghent 25.15 1 9 61 45 46 
4, Club Bruges 25 144 7 5425 46 
5. Lierse 2513S 7 soso: 44 
6. Excelsior Mouscron 25 13 4 8 52 39 43 
7, Genk 25 126 7 5142 42 
8. Germinal Beerschot 25 12 6 7 43 36 42 
9. Westerlo 25°10 6 9 45 55 36 


nda 


10. Mechelen 25 10 3 12 40 56 33 
11. Lokeren 25.9 6 10 44 50 33 
12. Eendracht Aalst 25 10 2 13 45 51 32 
13, Harelbeke 25 8 4 13 48 50 28 
14. Sint-Truiden 25 s&s 15927-5322) 
15. Beveren 2505 (Oa 14-3354" 21 
16. Charleroi 25.5 6 14 29 50 21 
17. Verbroedering 25 3 9 13 20 45 18 
18. Lommel ZS T1014 235313 
LEADING SCORERS: 


23 - Ole-Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

19 - Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

17 - David Paas (Harelbeke) Jan Koller (Anderlecht) 
15 - Marcin Zewlakow (Excelsior Mouscron) 

13 - Eric Van Meir (Lierse) 

11 - Elos Elonga Ekakia (Anderlecht) Sven Vermant 
(Club Bruges) Par Zetterberg (Anderlecht) 


FRENCH CUP THIRD ROUND 


Pontivy (TV) 0 Monaco , Racing Strasbourg v Paris St 
Germain later kickoff, Nantes 0 Gueugnon (I) 0 after 
extra time, Nantes win 5-3 on penalties, Calais (IV) 1 
Cannes (II) 1 a.e.t, Full time: 0-0. Calais win 4-1 on 
penalties. Girondins Bordeaux 1 Metz 0, Red Star 
(Il) 1 Olympique Lyon 2, Nimes (II) 2 Amiens (II) 0, 
Stade Rennes 3 Lorient (II) 2. 


PORTUGUESE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Guimaraes 1 Boavista 1, Benfica 3 Gil Vicente 0, 
Salgueiros 1 Estrela Amadora 1, Setubal 2 Rio Ave 0, 
Sporting Lisbon 1 Alverca 1, Uniao Leiria 0 Porto 1, 
Maritimo 1 Boavista 1. 


P WDLFE A Ps 
1, FC Porto 24416 6 2 4713 34 
2. Sporting Lisbon 24 15 7 2 40 19 52 
3. Benfica 2415 5 4 3819 50 
4. VitoriaGuimaraes 24 13 4 7 37 24 43 
5. Maritimo 249 8 7 2724 35 
6. Boavista DAM LORS Oe23 02135 
7. Gil Vicente 27 yl Tie Levelt epee? | 
8.EstrelaAmadora 24 7 116 27 24 32 
9. Alverca 24.8 6 10 26 33 30 
10, Belenenses 236 116 25 23. 29 
11, Braga 24 8 3 13 29 33 27 
12. Salgueiros 247 5 12 2030 26 
13. Uniao Leiria 24.6 8 10 23 26 26 
14, Rio Ave ec One! eb 25) 3525 
15, Campomaiorense 23 6 5 12 19 32 23 
16. Farense 235 8 10 21 45 23 
17. Santa Clara 23.4 8 WM 22 32 2 
18. VitoriaSetubal 24 5 4 15 18 38 19 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 


Panachaiki Patras | Kalamata 2, Panathinakos Athens 
4 Ethnikos Astir Athens 0, Xanthi 2 Proodeftiki 
Piraeus 1, PAOK Salonika 4 Iraklis Salonika 0, OFI 
Heraklion 0 Panionios Athens 2, AEK Athens | 
Paniliakos Pyrgos 0, Aris Salonika 2 Apollon Athens 
1, Trikala 0 Olympiakos Piraeus 2, Ionikos Piraeus v 


Kavala. 

P WODLFE A Pts 
1, Olympiakos 22200 2 6214 60 
2, Panathinakos 22183 e564 57 
3, OFI Heraklion 22,13 6 3 37 25 «45 
4. Aris Salonika 22 11 5 6 33 24 38 
5. AEK Athens 22: 11! 419s 38-27 37, 
6. Iraklis Salonika 22 11 3 8 39 35 36 
7.PAOK Salonika 22 8 8 6 36 28 32 
8. Xanthi 22.8 8 6 24 24 32 
9, Panionios Athens 22 10 | 1! 33 42 31 
10. Paniliakos Pyryos 22 8 4 10 28 26 28 
11. Ionikos Piraeus 21 5 106 22 25 25 
12. Ethnikos Astir 22 7 3 12 19 33 24 
13. Kavala Zico) 4a ian! 30e 19 
14, Panachaiki Patras 22 4 7 \f 21 32 19 
15. Kalamata 22 4 7 WW 2141 «+19 
16. Trikala 224 4 14 19 42 16 
17. Prodeftiki Piraeus 22 3 6 13 14 33 15 
18. Apollon Athens 22 3 5 14 15 34 14 


CROATIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hajduk 1 Hrv. Dragovoljac 0, Dinamo 3 Osijek 1, 


ly games 
Cibalia 3 Istra | Sibenik 2 Zagreb 1, Varteks 0 Slaven 
Belupo 1, Rijeka 2 Vukovar 91 0. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1. Hajduk 2 153 2 4617 48 
2. Dinamo 20 14 5 1 56 15 47 
3. Osijek 2 10:3 7 33 31 33 
4, Rijeka 20) SA 7 536923) es 
5. Cibalia 20 OP Shh 2 23s 20) 
6. Zagreb 206 8 6 23 26 26 
7. Varteks 20 7 3 10 22 30 24 
8. Slaven Belupo 20) Se 8) Sime fied fee? 
9, Hrv. Dragovoljac 20 5 5 10 23 38 20 
10. Vukovar 91 20 4 6 10 17 30 18 
11. Istra 2 4 4 12:19 38 16 
12. Sibenik 203° 7 «10 15 34 16 


YUGOSLAV CHAMPIONSHIP 


Zeleznik Belgrade 1 Buducnost Podgorica 0, Red Star 
Belgrade 1 Rad Belgrade 0, Borac Cacak 0 OFK 
Beograd Belgrade 2, Milicionar Belgrade 1 Radnicki 
Kragujevac 0, Sartid Smederevo 2 Spartak Subotica 
0, Mogren Budva 2 Radnicki Nis 0, Sutjeska Niksic 1 
Obilic Belgrade 2, Hajduk Kula 0 Partizan Belgrade 
5, Vojvodina Novi Sad 2 Cukaricki Belgrade 0, 


Proleter Zrenjanin 2 Hajduk Belgrade 0. 
P WODLF A Ps 
1. Partizan Belgrade 25 213 1 66 20 66 
2.Obilic Belgrade 26 204 2 4919 64 
3.RedStarBelgrade 25 18 6 | 5615 60 
4,OFKBeograd 26 11.7 & 39 36 40 
5, Rad Belgrade 2% 116 9 4131 39 

1 


6, Milicionar Belgrade 26 11 
7. Sutjeska Niksic 26 10 
8, Radnicki Kragujevac26 10 
9, Zeleznik Belgrade 25 9 

10. Buducnost 25 10 
1k. Vojvodina Novi 26 10 
12. Radnicki Nis 26 10 
13, Zemun Belgrade 25 
14. Proleter Zrenjanin 26 
15. Sartid Smederevo 26 
16. Cukaricki Belgrade 24 
17. Hajduk Belgrade 25 
18. Hajduk Kula 26 
19. Mogren Budva 26 
20. Spartak Subotica 26 
21. Borac Cacak 26 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Nagykanizsa 3 Vac 1, Tatabanya 0 MTK Budapest 4, 
Siofok 1 Zalaegerszeg 1, Diosgyor 2 Gyor ETO 0, 
Debrecen 2 Nyirseg Spartacus 0, Ferencvaros 4 Pecs 
1, Kispest Honved 0 Vasas Budapest 4, Ujpest 
Budapest 0 Dunaferr 1, 
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P WODL FA Pts 
1, Dunaferr 18 116 1 47:17 39 
2. MTK Budapest 19 1176 2 35.14 39 
3. Vasas Budapest 19) 912,22" Si 3919S 38 
4. Debrecen EOS Sis) Pes 5p 
5. Ujpest Budapest 18 8 6 4 32 21 30 
6. Ferencvaros 19 8 5 6 3421 29 
7, Pecs 19 7 8 4 25 27 29 
8. Gyor ETO 19) 7G 6931208 27, 
9. Tatabanya 19 6 9 4 21 24 27 
10. Zalaegerszeg 19 6 8 5 22 14 26 
11. Diosgyor WEY SY Ys tS lhe) PEL 
12. Nyirseg Spartacus 19 5 5 9 17 32 20 
13. Nagykanizsa 19 4 7 8 1723 19 
14. KispestHonved 19 4 7 8 18 27 19 
15. Haladas 18 5 3 10 19 28 18 
16, Siofok 19 5 4 10 15 29 16 
17. Szeged 18.3 5 10 134i Il 
18. Vac 19 16 12 1743 39 


ROMANIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Rapid Bucharest 2 Steaua Bucharest 2, National 
Bucharest 5 Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 1, Extensiv 
Craiova 0 Dinamo Bucharest 1, CSM Resita 0 
Universitatea Craiova 0, Petrolul Ploiesti 1 Gloria 
Bistrita 2, Onesti 1 FCM Bacau 0, Farul Constanta 1 
Astra Ploiesti 1, Rocar Bucharest 3 Otelul Galati 2, 
Brasov 2 Arges Pitesti 1. 
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P WODL FA Pt 
1, Dinamo Bucharest 21 18 2 1 59 15 56 
2.Rapid Bucharest 21 13 4 4 3722 43 
3. Arges Pitesti Zest Sees 2 nie 42 
4, Ceahlaul Piatra 20 11 4 § 27 25 37 
5. Gloria Bistrita Sie) 8298200835. 
6. Astra Ploiesti 210 OT ASPRSE 52 825m0 31 
7. Steaua Bucharest 20 9 3 8 38 39 30 
8. Universitatea 21 8 5 8 2620 29 
9. FCM Bacau 21:8 5 8 21 25 29 
10. Petrolut Ploiesti 21 7 4 10 25 33 25 
11. Brasov De Se Tl 3 esi 24. 
12. Otelul Galati 21:7 3 Wt 33 36 24 
13, Rocar Bucharest 20 8 0 12 27 33 24 
14. Onesti 21.7 3 I 25 44 24 
15.Farul Constanta 21 6 5 10 25 35 23 
16, National Bucharest 20 6 4 10 27 26 22 
17. CSM Resita 21 4 6 Jb 25 46 18 
18. Extensiv Craiova 21 4 2 15 15 38 14 


AUSTRIAN LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Tirol Innsbruck 1 Sturm Graz 1, Graz AK 2 SV 
Salzburg 0, LASK Linz 0 Bregenz. 1, Lustenau 1 Ried 
1, Rapid Vienna | Austria Vienna 0. 


P WDL FA Pts 
1, Rapid Vienna 233134 6 3619 43 
2, TirolInnsbrick 22 13 4 5 33 19 43 
3. Sturm Graz 23117 5 3919 40 
4, Ried 235010 (Gu? 35023630) 
5. Graz AK 23:10 4 9 2927 34 
6. Austria Vienna 2209" 158 (2997532) 
7. SV Salzburg 235 Se Sieslg2 tele 
8. LASK Linz 23 '5 5 13 23.35 20 
9, Lustenau 2204 eS) 13 GR 0 eel 
10, Bregenz 22.4 4 14 15 48 16 


CZECH FIRST DIVISION 


Hradec Kralove 0 Olomouc 0, Chmel Blsany 2 Dukla 
1, Bmo 1 Opava 0, Ceske Budejovice 2 Jablonec 0, 
Sparta Prague 3 Teplice 2, Ostrava 3 Drnovice 1, 
Liberec 0 Slavia Prague 1, Bohemians Prague 1 
Viktoria Zizkov 0. 


P WDLFE A Pts 
1, Slavia Prague 199 1540 48 49 
2. Sparta Prague 19 143 2 49:17 45 
3. Dmovice 1910" 3) 6 270192 33 
4. Ceske Budejovice 19 8 3 8 25 25 27 
5. Bohemians Prague 19 7 6 6 17 17 27 
6. Chmel Blsany 19 8 3 8 20 30 27 
7. Banik Ostrava 19 6 6 7 2727 24 
8. Teplice 19 6 6 7 25 29 24 
9, Dukla 19 6 6 7 2024 24 
10. Olomouc 19 4 105 23 26 2 
11, Bmo 19 6 4 9 2124 22 
12, SlovanLiberee 19 5 7 7 12 15 22 
13, Opava 19 5 5 9 24 26 20 
14. Viktoria Zizkov 19 4 5 10 25 36 17 
15, Hradec Kralove 19 3 7 9 17 27 16 

POLISH FIRST DIVISION 

16, Jablonec 19 4 4 IL 1531 16 


LKS Lodz 1 Legia Warsaw 1, Stomil Olsztyn 1 Ruch 
Radzionkow 0, Wisla Krakow 3 Odra Wodzislaw 1, 
Gomik Zabrze 1 Amica Wronki 3, Ruch Chorzow 3 
Petro Plock 1, Lech Poznan 2 Zaglebie Lubin 0, 
Polonia Warsaw | Widzew Lodz 0, Pogon Szczecin 1 
Groclin Grodzisk 0. 


P WDLEA Ps 
1.RuchChorzow 16 9 6 1 31 15 33 
2. Polonia Warsaw 16 9 4 3 24 17 31 
3. Wisla Krakow 168 5 3 29 18 29 
4. Legia Warsaw 16: 6° Fe} 3118 °27 
5. Pogon Szczecin 16 7 6 3 24 19 27 
6. Amica Wronki 166 7 3 2720 25 
7. Stomil Olsztyn 166 6 4 18 22 24 
8. Zaglebie Lubin 166 5 5 1416 23 
9. Gornik Zabrze 16 g4 7 59)27,22) 19 
10, Petro Plock 165 4 7 19 24 19 
11. Ruch Radzionkow 16 5 3 8 15 25 18 
12. LKS Lodz 16 3 7 6 14 16 16 
13, Odra Wodzislaw 16 4 4 8 18 23 16 
14. Widzew Lodz G3: 6a ee p2yy 15 
15. Lech Poznan 16 3 S$ 8 2028 14 
16. GroclinGrodziskk 16 1 2 139 31 § 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 


CARLTON SC 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
NORTHERN SPIRIT" 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


SYDNEY UNITED 


AUCKLAND 
(Perry 67, Rufer 79) 
OLYMPIC 0 


Venue: North Harbour Stadium. Crowd: 3,762. Referee: C Diomis. 
Cautions: Jones (AK) 41, Mendez (SO) 89, Emerton (SO) 93. 
Teams: Auckland Kingz: Batty, Bunce, Van Steeden, Perry. 
eee Nout, Sari (Campbell 64), Vicelch, 
Jones, Elrick (Rufer 64) 


Sudney Olympic: Kourtis, 
(Tome 75), Cardozo, Emerton, Mendez, Wilson (Zorbats 72), Carle, 


Thomas, Zoricich, Baillie, Juric, Arambasic - 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
(Young 21pen, Cervinski 26, Horsley 57) 


besexene i uae Oval. Crowd: 5,500. Referee: B Hugo, 
Cautions: Enes (NS) 21, Reid (WW) 47. Berti (NS) 50. 

Teams: Northern Spirit: Henderson: Sobczyk, Casserly, Bilokapic, 
Enes {Seal 45), S Cranney, Cunico, Berti (T.Cranney 69), Faria, 
Catanzaro, Slater. 

Wollongong Wolves: Pogliacomi, Souris (Spencer 79}, Ceccoli, 
Stanton (Blake 58), Cervinski, Horsley. Reid, Young (Petrovski 73), 
Chipperfield, Huxley, Mennillo. 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


(Vargas 63) Es 
POWER 
(Laybutt 22) 


Venue: Mobil Park Crowd: 1,850, Referee: G Connolly 
Cautions: Puca (GF) 40, J. Gibson (PP) 43, Hutchinson (GF) 85, J. 
Burns (PP) 88. 

Teams; Gippsland Falcons: Jevdjevic, Fak, Gotis, Durakovic, 


i , Longo, . 
Care, Maloney (Trajanovski 76), Zoric, Gibson: §. Babic (avontote $3), 
Karl Wunior 74}. 
Newcastle Breakers: Catlin: Dodd, Roberts, Pryce, McManus, Sprod: 
Owens (Smith 67), Roberts, Wilson, Wieczorek (Tomich 74): Harper, 
Buonavoglia (Trpcevski 89). 


Pe | | 
Pats [se lsfele ts [7 bela 
Pepetete cece] Hl REE Eee 


(Mori 12 & 80, Vidmar 41, Kemp 45) 
SYDNEY UNITED 


Venue: Hindmasch Stadium Crowd: 4,356. magna cba’ 


(Trajkouski 18pen, Edwards 28, Schwertz 36) 


Venue: Suncorp Metway Stadium. Crowd: 2,307. Referee: E Lennie. 
irae ino ae McLaren (BS) 31, Srhoj (BS) 57, Naven (PG) 
Teams; Brisbane Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne, Pilic (North 57), Beli 

Hews, Dwoyer (Harris 64), McLaren: Battistin, Grierson, Meredith (Foster 


53), 
Perth Glory: Petkovic, Trajkovski (Afkos 80), Miller, Naveri (Milicevie 
82), Harnwell, Valle, Junior, Wehrman, Edwards (Ergic 86), Schweriz, 


OF THE YEAR 


(PROGRESSIVE POINTS) 
TURN TO PAGE 13 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
(Curcija 45 & 90, Anastasiadis 62, Clarkson 82) 


Venue: Knights Stadium. Crowd: 11,415. Referee: M Shield. 


Knights: John, Raiher (Susa 46), Kovacevic, 
Vukadin (Nastevski a Silic, Sele, Beate; Banini, Ktratzoglou, 


